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Introduction

METHOD OF STUDY

The great goal of this study is for the student to have an encounter with God through His
Word. Founded upon the conviction that the Scriptures are the inspired and infallible Word of
God, this study has been designed in such a way that it is literally impossible for the student to
advance without an open Bible before him or her. The goal is to help the reader to obey the ex-
hortation of the Apostle Paul in Il Timothy 2:15:

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

Each chapter deals specifically with an aspect of the nature and work of God. The student will
complete each chapter by answering the questions and following the instructions according to
the Scriptures given. The student is encouraged to meditate upon each text and write his or her
thoughts. The benefit gained from this study will depend directly upon the level of the student’s
investment. If the student answers the questions thoughtlessly, merely copying the text without
seeking to discern its meaning, this book will be of very little help.

Knowing the Living God is primarily a biblical study and does not contain much in the way of
colorful illustrations, quaint stories, or even theological commentaries. It was the desire of the
author to provide a work that simply points the way to the Scriptures and allows the Word of God
to speak for itself.

This workbook may be used by an individual, small group, or Sunday school class. It is highly
recommended that the student complete each chapter on his or her own before meeting for dis-
cussion and questions with the group or discipleship leader.

EXHORTATION TO THE STUDENT

The student is encouraged to study biblical doctrine and discover its exalted place in the
Christian life. The true Christian cannot bear or even survive a divorce between the emotions and
the intellect or between devotion to God and the doctrine of God. According to the Scriptures,
neither our emotions nor our experiences provide an adequate foundation for the Christian life.
Only the truths of Scripture, understood with the mind and communicated through doctrine, can
provide that sure foundation upon which we should establish our beliefs and our behavior and
determine the validity of our emotions and experiences. The mind is not the enemy of the heart,
and doctrine is not an obstacle to devotion. The two are indispensable and should be insepara-
ble. The Scriptures command us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and
with all our mind (Matthew 22:37) and to worship God in both spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

The study of doctrine is both an intellectual and devotional discipline. It is a passionate search
for God that should always lead the student to greater personal transformation, obedience, and
heartfelt worship. Therefore, the student should be on guard against the great error of seeking
only impersonal knowledge instead of the person of God. Neither mindless devotion nor mere
intellectual pursuits are profitable, for in either case, God is lost.
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THE ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION

The English Standard Version is required to complete this study. This is an accurate transla-
tion that has become the Bible of choice for millions of Christians around the globe. This work-
book is also available for use with the New American Standard Bible and the King James Version
(heartcrymissionary.com/books).

A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR

How can any man or angel write an adequate book on the subject of God Himself? It would
be an easier task to count every star in the heavens! With this in mind, | acknowledge that what-
ever is found to be holy, good, or helpful in these pages is the result of the grace of God alone.
Knowing something of the weightiness of the subject matter, | have written this workbook with
fear and trembling, considering the words penned in James 3:1:

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.

| would like to thank my wife Charo, who is growing to be “strong in the Lord,” and my four
children, who are able to pull me away from my work with a glance. | would also like to thank
HeartCry staff member Forrest Hite for his diligent and meticulous editing of the several differ-
ent manuscripts that he has received. His contributions to the arrangement and overall readabil-
ity of this work are as significant as they are appreciated. My thanks also are extended to the
entire staff at HeartCry, who have been a great encouragement throughout the process of this
book’s publication.

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

Knowing the Living God is derived from Paul Washer'’s previously published work, The One
True God; it has been massively expanded, revised, and modified. Due to the close relationship
between the two books, those who have studied The One True God will likely recognize some
of the material in this workbook. Portions of it are relatively untouched (e.g. Chapters 10-14,
48), while some of it is brand new (e.g. Chapters 1-2, 4, 42-47), but most of it falls between
these extremes. It is my belief that Knowing the Living God will prove beneficial to all, regard-
less of familiarity with The One True God.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDIES

The Attributes of God by A.W. Pink

The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer

Knowing God by J.I. Packer

The Existence and Attributes of God by Stephen Charnock

Theology Explained and Defended by Timothy Dwight

Behold Your God: Rethinking God Biblically [workbook and DVD series] by John Snyder
The Holiness of God [workbook and DVD series] by R.C. Sproul

The Attributes of God [teaching series] by R.C. Sproul

The Doctrine of God by John Frame (for advanced students)
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ADDITIONAL NOTE

You may have noticed that this book is being sold at a strange price. Here's why: one dollar ($)
from every copy sold will go directly to fund mission work through HeartCry Missionary Society
(heartcrymissionary.com). The rest of the sale price is just enough to cover the cost of printing,
publication, and distribution. The author is not profiting from the sale of this book, nor has he
profited from the sale of any other book. Over the years, we have utilized and explored many
avenues in order to publish these workbooks. Ultimately, we have reached the conclusion that
doing so in-house at a low cost, even with slightly lower quality, is the most effective way of get-
ting these useful tools into the hands of as many people across the globe as possible. We hope
and pray that the Lord continues to use these books to point His people to His Word unto the
edification of His church.
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Chapter 1: The Knowledge of God
THE GREATEST OF ALL KNOWLEDGE

Where should a believer begin his or her study of Christianity? The answer is simple, though
not always obvious to all: Christianity is first and foremost about the person and work of God.
Therefore, we should begin our study with Him!

1. According to Jeremiah 9:23-24, what is the most important and most essential knowledge
that a person can possess? Explain your answer.

NOTES: The attributes of God refer to His fundamental, permanent, and unchanging char-
acteristics—who He really is. It should be obvious that knowledge of God is the most
important knowledge that we can possess. As Christians, we should devote our lives to
knowing God and making Him known.

2. The knowledge of God begins with His attributes, but does not stop there. It also includes the
knowledge of His will. What does Ephesians 5:17 admonish us with regard to this truth?

a. Therefore, do not be F , but U what

the W of the Lord is.

NOTES: The will of God refers to His purposes, plans, and desires. We are called to
seek God's will and live according to it. In the Scriptures, the word “fool” is a moral
term. It does not refer to a person who is unintelligent, but to someone who does not
recognize the importance of knowing God and living according to His will.
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3. According to the words of Jesus in John 17:3, what is eternal life? What is the one great pur-
pose of the believer’s new relationship with God?

NOTES: Eternal life does not just refer to a quantity of life (i.e. life without end), but to a
quality of life: the great purpose of life is to know God in an intimate relationship.

BENEFITS OF KNOWING GOD

The benefits of knowing God are so vast that they cannot be considered in detail in this work.
However, we will mention a few of the most basic ones that are directly stated in the Scriptures.
In the following are found four great benefits that are derived from a biblical knowledge of God.

1. UNDERSTANDING

a. What does Proverbs 9:10 teach us about the knowledge of God?

(1) The fear of the Lord is the beginning of W , and the knowledge of

the Holy One is |

NOTES: A correct view of God is necessary in order to have a correct view of every-
thing else. Only in the light of a true knowledge of God can we have a true insight
and understanding of reality; especially regarding who we are, our need, and the

purpose of our existence.
2. TrusT OR FAITH
a. What does Psalm 9:10 say about those who know God?

(1) And those who know Your N put their T in You, for
You, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You.




THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

NOTES: In the Scriptures, the name of God is a reference to God Himself. The more
we know about Him (His perfect character and unlimited power), the more we will
be able to believe Him and trust Him with every aspect of our lives.

3. SPIRITUAL STRENGTH

a. What does Daniel 11:32 teach us about those who know God?

(1) The people who know their God shall S F

and take A

NOTES: To live the Christian life takes a strength that is beyond our own. The more
we know about God, the stronger we will be spiritually, and the more willing and
able we will be to actively live for Him regardless of the obstacles. The Bible says
that in a time of great trial, David “was greatly distressed,” but he “strengthened
himself in the Lord his God” (I Samuel 30:6).

4. PERSEVERANCE

a. In Il Timothy 1:12, what declaration does the Apostle Paul make?

(1) | am not ashamed, for | K whom | have believed, and | am

C that He is able to guard until that day what has been

entrusted to me.

NOTES: The Apostle Paul wrote this right before he was to die as a martyr for Christ
under the corrupt rule of the Roman Empire. He remained faithful to Christ and did
not deny the faith. He stood bold, unashamed, and confident because he knew the
character and power of the One in whom he had come to believe!

DANGERS OF NOT KNOWING GOD

Like the benefits of knowing God, the devastating consequences of not knowing Him are also
so vast that they cannot all be considered in detail in this work. However, we will mention six of
the most basic, each of which is directly stated in the Scriptures.

1. RemakiNG Gob IN Our OwWN IMAGE

a. According to Psalm 50:21, what mistake did the Israelites make in their view of God?
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(1) These things you have done, and | have been silent; you T that

| was one L yourself; but now | R you and lay the

charge before you.
NOTES: In the absence of a true knowledge of God, man will form his own opinions

and remake God in his own image. It will always result in a deformed and degraded
view of God. It will always result in God's judgment!

2. FaLse WORsHIP

a. In John 4:22, what did Jesus tell the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well regarding herself,
her people, and their religion?

(1) YouW what you do not K

NOTES: Idolatry occurs whenever we worship anything or anyone other than the
living God. In the absence of the true knowledge of God, even those who identify
themselves with Christianity are subject to this error. They make a false god in their
own mind, and then they worship the god they have made!

3. UNBELIEF OR LAck oF TRuST

a. In Romans 10:14, what are the implications of the Apostle Paul’s questions with regard
to knowing God?

(1) How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to

B in Him of whom they have never H ?

And how are they to hear without someone preaching?

NOTES: Although this text applies directly to the preaching of the gospel, it has
a wider application with regard to the knowledge of God—how can one believe
in a God he does not know? This applies not only to the sinner’s faith leading to
salvation, but also to the believer’s faith or trust in God that is necessary to live the
Christian life. As we have already learned from Psalm 9:10, only those who know
God’s name will put their trust in Him.

4. AN INDIFFERENT OR APATHETIC VIEW OF SIN - In | Corinthians 15:34, the Apostle Paul re-
buked the church in Corinth because some professing believers among them had no real
knowledge of God. This ignorance of God resulted in two dangerous and shameful conse-
quences.
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a. They were in a D S . The command, “wake up,”
can also be translated, “Sober up” (NET) or “Become sober-minded as you ought,”
(NASB). Because they did not know God, they were living like sleeping or drunken men
with regard to the dangers of sin and the importance of living according to God's will.

b. They were S . This comes from the Greek word hamartano,
which means, “to miss the mark.” Because they missed the mark regarding the nature
of God (He is righteous), they also missed the mark regarding how they should live be-
fore Him (righteously).

5. LAWLESSNESS — The word “lawlessness” refers to the state of living apart from the law or will
of God. It is living as though God had no law or had never given His law to men. It is one of
the most grievous consequences of an ignorance of God.

a. What insight does Proverbs 29:18 provide with regard to the consequences of a lack of
knowledge of God?

(1) Where there is no prophetic V , the people cast off re-

straint, but B is he who keeps the law.

NOTES: In this context, the words “prophetic vision” do not refer to a super-
natural dream or vision but to the revelation of God’s person and will through
the Scriptures. Where there is an ignorance of God's nature and law, the people
are unrestrained. The words “cast off restraint” come from a Hebrew word para,
which means, “to let loose from restraint” or “to act as leader.” Those who have
no knowledge of God or His will run unrestrained in sin and act as self-appointed
leaders apart from God. We find an example of this in the book of Judges: “In
those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own
eyes” (17:6; 21:25).

b. In Hosea 4:1-2, the Lord rebukes the nation of Israel for its ignorance of God and de-
scribes the kind of lawlessness that always accompanies or is the result of such igno-
rance. List the specific sins.

(1) No F (v.1).

(2) No S L (v.1).
(3)S (v.2).

(4) L (v.2).

() M (v.2).

6) S (v.2).

(7) A (v.2).
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NOTES: Do you see any parallels between the sins that were found in Israel because
of their ignorance of God and the behavior of our own society? God's law does not
change, and man'’s sinfulness does not fade. The more we reject the knowledge of
God, the more unrestrained and immoral we becomel!

6. DivINE JUDGMENT AND DESTRUCTION - This is the most frightening consequence of an igno-
rance of God. What do the following texts teach us about this truth?

a. Hosea 4:6

NOTES: The lack of the knowledge of God is devastating. It leads to being rejected
as an instrument of God and to the eventual destruction of individuals and societies.
Our ignorance of God will even have a devastating effect upon the generations that

follow us.

b. Romans 1:18

NOTES: The wrath of God refers to His righteous anger or indignation against sinful
men. It is important to note that man is not a victim. The Bible teaches that fallen man
is a hater of God (Romans 1:30) and hostile to His law (Romans 8:7). It is because of
man’s ungodliness and unrighteousness that he rejects, ignores, and even suppresses
the truth about God’s nature and will.
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Chapter 2: Growing in the
Knowledge of God

HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE?

Having witnessed the great importance that the Scriptures give to knowing God, we must ask
ourselves: “How then shall we live?” or “What should be our proper response?” We must always
remember that in the Christian life we are concerned not only about what we know, but also
about how we live in light of what we know!

1. Psalm 105:4-5 contains a powerful and beautiful admonition to seek the Lord. Carefully con-
sider the text; then write your thoughts. How can we apply this admonition to our lives?

2. It is not enough to begin seeking the Lord; it must become the life-long practice of our lives.
What does Hosea 6:3 admonish us regarding this truth, and what does it promise to all who
persevere to know the Lord?

NOTES: The phrase “press on” comes from the Hebrew word radaf, which means, “to fol-
low after, run after, pursue, or chase.” We are not to be casual or apathetic in our pursuit
of the person and will of God, but determined and active—even ambitious.
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3. God not only commands us to seek Him, but He has also given us many great and precious
promises to encourage us. In Proverbs 2:2-5 is found one of the most powerful promises in the
Scriptures regarding the knowledge of God. Consider the text, and write your thoughts.

NOTES: There is an inseparable relationship between the Scriptures and prayer. We are
to lift our voice to God in prayer that He might grant us knowledge of Himself and under-
standing of His will. We are also to seek this knowledge as we would seek silver and hidden
treasure in a deep cavern or mine. Notice also that there is a direct relationship between
the knowledge of God and our reverence or fear of God. The more we know Him, the
more we will respect and honor Him with our lives.

4. According to the following texts from the Scriptures, what is one of the most obvious charac-
teristics of the righteous (those who live in a right relationship with God)?

a. Psalm 27:8

b. Philippians 3:7-8
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NOTES: One of the most obvious characteristics of the righteous is that they seek
to know God and His will. Although even the most mature and zealous believers will
struggle with sin and apathy, we must all press on to know God. To know Him and
please Him should be our magnificent obsession and the controlling truth of our

lives.

5. According to the following texts from Scriptures, what is one of the most obvious character-
istics of the wicked?

a. Job 21:14-15

b. Psalm 14:1-3

NOTES: We must always remember that we once were the persons described in Job
21:14-15 and Psalm 14:1-3, and we would have continued to be so, except for the
grace of God. We now love Him because He loved us first (I John 4:19); we did not
seek Him, but He sought us (Romans 3:11; Luke 15:1-10); we did not choose Him, but
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He chose us (John 15:16)! Whatever good we might do and whatever desire we have
for God, it is the result of God’s work in us (Ephesians 2:10)! Therefore, “Let the one
who boasts, boast in the Lord” (I Corinthians 1:31).

THE GREAT SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE

We have now learned three important truths: God admonishes us to seek Him, He has prom-
ised to reveal Himself to those who do seek Him, and the righteous will seek Him. These are great
truths; however, one more question remains: “How are we to seek the knowledge of God?” The
answer is foundational to the Christian life: we seek the knowledge of God through prayerful
study of the Word of God—the Scriptures. We will study this truth in greater depth in later chap-
ters; however, at this point, the most important truth to be gleaned is that the Scriptures are the
believer's one great source of the knowledge of God.

1. According to the following texts, why are the Scriptures the only truly trustworthy source of
the knowledge of God?

a. What does Il Timothy 3:16 declare about the Scriptures?

(1M A Scripture is B @) by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.

NOTES: The words “breathed out” literally means, “God-breathed.” It is translated
from the Greek word theépneustos [theés = God + pnéd = to breathe]. The adjec-
tive “all” is also very important. The totality of the Scriptures is from the mouth of
God and is therefore without error and entirely trustworthy.

b. What does Psalm 12:6 declare to us about the trustworthiness of the Scriptures?

NOTES: The purification or smelting of silver is carried out in the following manner: the
silver is liquefied in intense heat. At that point, the impurities float to the surface and
are removed, leaving a purer form of silver. Going through this process “seven times”
represents the absolute purity and trustworthiness of the Word of God.

10
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2. Since the Scriptures alone are the infallible source of the knowledge of God and His will, what
should be our response? What do the following texts teach us?

a. Il Timothy 2:15

b. Ezra 7:10

NOTES: Ezra did what Paul later commanded all of us in Il Timothy 2:15—he was dil-
igent to study the Scriptures. Notice the completeness of Ezra’s response to God'’s
Word: (1) he studied the Scriptures; (2) he practiced or obeyed the Scriptures; and (3)
he taught others the Scriptures. We should do the same!

3. We mentioned above that we should seek the knowledge of God not only through the care-
ful study of the Scriptures but also through prayer. Prayer is an essential element to all that
we do in the Christian life, especially with regard to the knowledge of God and the study of

11
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Scripture. Below are two examples of crying out to God for greater knowledge of His person
and will. What do they promise? How can they be applied to our own search for a greater
knowledge of God?

a. Psalm 119:18

b. Jeremiah 33:2-3

12
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Chapter 3: God Is One and Three
GOD IS ONE

It is the testimony of the Scriptures that there is only one true God. The belief in one God is
termed “monotheism” [Greek: ménos = one, alone + theds = god], while the belief in more than
one god is called “polytheism” [Greek: polis or polys = much, many + theés = god]. The Chris-
tian faith is monotheistic.

1. In Deuteronomy 6:4 is found one of the most important declarations in all the Scriptures. What
does this declaration affirm?

NOTES: There is only one true God. This is the foundation stone of the Old Testament and
New Testament faith. It is important to understand that the word “one” comes from the
Hebrew word echad, which often refers to a unity of more than one person. For example,
in Genesis 2:24 we read, “...they (i.e. the man and the woman) shall become one flesh”;
and in Ezra 3:1, “...the people gathered as one man to Jerusalem.” This truth will have
great importance in the next section, where we will explore what it means that the one
true God exists as a Trinity: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2. What do the following Scriptures affirm about the nature of God? Are there any other gods
apart from the God of the Scriptures? Explain your answer.

a. Deuteronomy 4:39

13
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NOTES: The belief in the one true and living God of the Scriptures must be firmly root-
ed in the deepest part of our heart and mind. It is the foundation stone of the rest of
our faith. Also, it is important to recognize that the God of the Scriptures is not just
a god of a certain location or realm (as many pagan deities were thought to be). The
phrase, “in heaven above and on the earth beneath,” is representative of the entire
universe, both material and spiritual.

b. Isaiah 43:10

NOTES: Three important words are found in this text that direct us in our relationship
with God: (1) Know - this denotes more than mere knowledge of God; it involves a
personal relationship with Him. (2) Believe - our relationship with God requires not
only knowledge but also trust or faith. (3) Understand — having believed in the one true
God, we must seek to understand the implications. How then shall we live?

c. lIsaiah 45:18
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3. According to the following Scriptures, how should all men live in light of the truth that the
God of the Bible is the one true and living God?

a. Exodus 20:2-6

NOTES: The phrase “before Me” (v.3) is literally, “before My face.” It means that the
Lord should be our God and that there should be no other competing loyalties in our
heart. Any person or thing that we value or serve more than God is a false god. The
jealousy of God (v.5) should not be confused with the jealousy of sinful men that is a
result of their envy and selfishness. God is jealous in that He will not surrender His claim
to that which is rightfully His. He cannot deny who He is—the one true God, Creator of
the heavens and the earth.

b. Mark 12:28-30

GOD IS A TRINITY

The word “trinity” comes from the Latin word trinitas, which means, “threefold” or “three in
one.” The Bible affirms that the one true God exists as a Trinity: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
They are three distinct Persons who are distinguishable from one another, and yet They share the
same divine nature or essence and relate to one another in unbroken fellowship. It is important to
note that the word “trinity” is not found in the Scriptures, but was first employed by Tertullian (one
of the early Church Fathers) to describe what the Bible teaches about the triune nature of God.

15
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In Matthew 28:19 is found the declaration used in every Christian baptism as commanded
by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. This declaration is a wonderful example of the unity and
trinity of God.

a.

The Lord Jesus commanded us to baptize in the N of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.

NOTES: Notice that “name” is singular, and yet it is ascribed to three different Persons.
The verse does not say in the names of the Father, Son, and Spirit, but in Their one
name, because the Three are one.

The Trinitarian view of God that we discovered in Matthew 28:19 is seen throughout Scripture.
Read Il Corinthians 13:14, and then complete the phrases.

a.

b.

The grace of the Lord J C
The love of G

And the fellowship of the H S be with you all.

NOTES: The above literary structure denotes absolute equality. It is noteworthy that
the Son is mentioned even before the Father. It would be blasphemous to mention the
Son and the Spirit in the same breath as God the Father if They were not equal with Him
(see also | Corinthians 12:4-6; Ephesians 4:4-6; | Peter 1:2).

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are of one divine essence and dwell in perfect equality and
unity; but They are also three distinct Persons, not simply one Person who reveals Himself in
three different ways. In the following Scriptures, this truth is clearly affirmed. Fill in the blanks.

a.

b.

Mark 1:10-11

(1) The S is baptized (v.10).

(2) The S descends (v.10).

(3) The F speaks from heaven (v.11).
John 14:16-17

(1) The S prays to the Father (v.16).
(2) The F gives the Helper or Holy Spirit (vv.16-17).
(3) The S lives with and in the Christian (v.17).

NOTES: From these simple texts of Scripture it is clear that the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit are three distinct Persons. God is not three independent Beings or three
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different Gods; nor is God one Person who wears three different masks or simply
reveals Himself in three different forms. The God of the Scriptures exists as three
distinct but equal Persons who are one in Their divine nature or essence and who
dwell in perfect equality and unity.

Although the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are equal and exist in perfect unity, They often car-
ry out distinct functions and manifest Themselves in different ways. What do the following
Scriptures teach us about this truth? Fill in the blanks with the correct answer found in each
Scripture.

a. TheF is the invisible God who no man has seen (John 1:18).

b. The S is God made flesh and the perfect revelation of the Father (John
1:1,14, 18; 14:9).

c. TheS is God living in the Christian (Romans 8:9; John 14:16-17, 23).

SUMMARY TRUTHS ABOUT THE TRINITY

From the Scriptures we have studied in this chapter, we may affirm the following truths

about God.

1.
2.

God is One. There are not three different Gods in the Trinity—a heresy called “tritheism.”

God is Three. There is one God who exists as three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

The Scriptures clearly affirm both of these important truths: God is One, and God is
Three. Although we cannot fully comprehend how this can be, we must believe and teach
both truths with equal conviction. Heresy (i.e. false doctrine) occurs when we affirm one truth
and deny the other, or emphasize one truth over the other. We must hold to all truth equally
and avoid all extremes.

The three Persons of the Trinity are real and distinct Persons. The Trinity is not just one
Person who wears three different masks or who reveals Himself in three different forms or
modes—a heresy called “modalism.”

The three Persons of the Trinity are perfectly equal. The Son is not less than the Father, nor
is the Spirit less than the Son.

The three Persons of the Trinity may manifest Themselves in different ways and may car-
ry out different functions. No man has seen the Father; the Son became flesh and dwelled
among men; the Spirit dwells within every believer in Christ.

The mystery of the Trinity is not grounds for its denial. Some may say that they cannot
believe what they cannot understand—if something cannot be explained, it cannot be true. If
we were to apply this same logic to the entire Bible or even to our own existence, then there
would be very little left for us to believe. Even the simplest truths of Scripture and of human
reality go beyond our understanding. Our belief is based not upon our understanding but
upon the true testimony of the Holy Scriptures.

17
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8.

Most illustrations used to explain the Trinity are woefully inadequate. Often, students of
the Bible have resorted to various illustrations in an attempt to explain the Trinity. Regretful-
ly, these illustrations often do more harm than good. For example, the Trinity is sometimes
compared to water, which commonly exists in three different forms—liquid, ice, and steam.
Such an illustration is a distortion of the Trinity in that it suggests (as in modalism above) that
God is one Person who takes three different forms. It is better to simply affirm both the one-
ness and threeness of God without explanation or illustration than to give an explanation or
illustration that is misleading or even heretical.

IMPLICATIONS OF THE TRINITY

The doctrine of the Trinity is not mere theological speculation but the clear teaching of the

Scriptures. However, it is not enough that we affirm the Trinity as biblical; we must also under-
stand something of its implications. In the following, we will mention some of the most obvious
and important ones.

1.
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The Trinity teaches us that God is relational. The Father, Son, and Spirit have existed to-
gether throughout eternity in a mutual relationship of perfect unity and love. The believer
has been invited to enter into this fellowship (John 14:16, 23).

The Trinity teaches us that God has no need. God did not make man or redeem a people
for Himself because He was lonely or needy, but for His own glory, and out of His superabun-
dance. The three Persons of the Trinity are perfectly satisfied in one another. God has no
need to be made complete by anything or anyone outside of Himself.

The Trinity teaches us that God is love. Love is not just an action, but also an attribute of
God. This attribute is eternal. It is not something that began with creation. Long before the
universe was made, God was love, and a perfect expression of this love was found among
the Persons of the Trinity.

The Trinity teaches us that our salvation is the work of God. The Father, who designed
our salvation and governs its every detail, is God. The Son, upon whose person and work our
salvation depends, is God. The Spirit, who indwells us and seals us for the day of redemption,
is God (Ephesians 4:30). Each Person involved in our salvation is fully God. Therefore, we can
have unwavering confidence that the God who began a good work in us will finish it without
fail (Philippians 1:6).

The Trinity is a model for our human relationships. The three Persons of the Trinity dwell
together in pure equality and unity, yet have different roles or functions. This is especially
evident in the Son’s submission to the Father. Although equal with the Father, He submit-
ted to the Father’s will and humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death
(Philippians 2:6-8). This proves that submission in its proper context is not demeaning to
the individual’s dignity or a mark of inferiority. This has special application for each aspect
of human relationships, especially with regard to church life (leaders and the congregation),
marriage (husbands and wives), family (parents and children), and employment (employers
and employees).
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Chapter 4: The Deity of

the Son and the Spirit

The word “deity” comes from the Latin word deitas, which denotes divinity or the state of
being God. The deity of the Son and the Spirit are two of the most important doctrines in Chris-
tianity. A person simply cannot be a Christian without recognizing that the Son and the Spirit are
God, the second and third Persons of the Trinity—the Son, who became flesh for our salvation,
and the Spirit, who indwells every believer.

The truth of the Father’s deity is rarely disputed. Even many of the sects that deny the deity
of the Son and the Spirit affirm that the Father is God (I Corinthians 8:6). For this reason, there
is no need for us to consider the many texts that affirm His deity. On the other hand, the deity
of the Son and the deity of the Spirit have been under constant attack throughout the near two
thousand years of Christian history. Therefore, it is absolutely essential that every true follower
of Christ learn from the Scriptures that both the Son and the Spirit are fully divine in the strictest
sense of the term.

THE SON IS GOD

1. In John 1:1 is found one of the most important texts in the Scriptures regarding the deity of
the Son of God. Read the text carefully, and then complete the following exercise.

a. Inthe B . This is a reference to the beginning of creation (Gene-
sis 1:1).
b. Was the W . This is translated from the Greek word Iégos. In Greek phi-

losophy, it referred to an impersonal force or reason that gave unity and order to the
universe. In the Old Testament, it referred to the communication or self-expression of
God. God created all things through the Word (Genesis 1:3, 9), and He reveals Himself
to men through the Word. John does not identify the “Word" until verse 14. There we
see that the "Word" is the Son, who became flesh and dwelled among us. The Apostle
Paul writes that the Son existed before all things (Colossians 1:17) and that God creat-
ed all things through Him (verse 16). The Apostle John writes that it is through the Son
that God has explained Himself or made Himself known (John 1:18).

c. And the Word was W God. Here we learn two great truths: (1) the Son is a
Person distinct from God the Father; and (2) the Son existed in perfect fellowship with
God the Father before anything was made.

d. And the Word was G . It would be difficult, if not impossible, for John to
make a clearer declaration regarding the deity of the Son. Some sects teach that the
Son is being referred to as “a god” instead of “the God,” because there is no definite
article before the word “god” in the original language of the New Testament (Greek:
theés). Their argument is refuted on two grounds. First, in John 1:6, 12, 13, and 18 the
Greek word theds (God) is used without a definite article and yet clearly refers to God.
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The meaning of a term is always determined by its context. Second, to say that the Son
is “a god” contradicts all the other Scriptures that declare that there is no other god of
any kind (Isaiah 44:6, 8; 45:5, 21; 64:4; | Corinthians 8:4).

John 1:18 is another important text regarding the deity of the Son. Read the text, and careful-
ly consider its truths. Then complete the following exercise by filling in the blanks.

a.

No one has ever seen G . This is a clear reference to God the Father, who
dwells in unapproachable light (I Timothy 6:16). All visions of God in the Old Testament
were only very limited revelations. No one has seen or can see God in the fullness of
His glory (I Timothy 6:16).

The O G . The phrase “only God” might be better
translated “one and only.” The Greek term is monogenés [ménos = one, alone + génos
= kind or species], which denotes uniqueness or the “one-of-a-kind” nature of some-
thing. It does not mean that the Son was born or begotten, but that He is the “one and
only.” The word “Son” is found in some translations in the place of the word “God.”
This is due to the fact that both words are found in different ancient Greek manu-
scripts. However, the word “God” has the strongest support. Other translations: “No
one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Fa-
ther, He has explained Him” (NASB). “No one has ever seen God. The only one, himself
God, who is in closest fellowship with the Father, has made God known” (NET).

Who is at the F S . This is an even more beautiful description
of the truth revealed in John 1:1—"the Word was with God.” The Son always dwells
in the most perfect fellowship of intimacy and love with the Father and the Spirit. The
uniqueness of the Son is revealed in that He has a one-of-a-kind relationship with God
the Father.

He has M Him known. Only God can fully comprehend God or fully
make Him known. Only in the Son does the fullness of God dwell (Colossians 1:19). He
alone is the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), and He alone is able to com-
municate Him to man.

What does Philippians 2:6 teach about the Son of God prior to Him taking on flesh and be-
coming man?

NOTES: The word “form” comes from the Greek word morphé, which refers not only to
the outward or external appearance of something or someone, but also to its essential
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character or underlying reality. The Son did not just “seem” to be God in appearance, but
“was” God in reality. The word “equality” comes from the Greek word isos, which means,
“to be equal in quantity or quality.” This is an unmistakable reference to the deity of Christ.
He existed throughout all eternity, bearing the form of God and being equal with God in
every way. Even when He emptied Himself and became a man, He did not cease to be God
(verse 7). He emptied Himself of the privileges of deity, but not of deity itself.

4. What does Colossians 1:15 teach us about the deity of the Son of God and His exalted rank
above all creation?

NOTES: The word “image” comes from the Greek word eikén, which is properly translat-
ed, “image” or “likeness.” Who but God could be the exact image of God? Any lesser be-
ing would not be a true image of God'’s infinite excellencies, but only a slight and distorted
misrepresentation. The Son can be the image of God only because “He is the radiance of
the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature” (Hebrews 1:3). The word “firstborn”
comes from the Greek word prototékos [prétos = first + tikté = to bring forth] and has
often been used erroneously to deny the deity of Christ. The apostle did not use this term
to show that the Son was a creature, but rather to prove that He held a rank far above all
creation and was distinct from it. The true meaning of “firstborn” with regard to the Son is
clearly illustrated in Psalm 89:27, where the term is used to show rank rather than origin or
birth. In reference to David, God declares, “And | will make him the firstborn, the highest
of the kings of the earth.” It is clear that David was the “firstborn” of God only in the sense
that he was ranked above all other kings. In a similar (yet more far-reaching) manner, the
Son of God is “firstborn” in the sense that He is over all creation.

5. In Colossians 1:19, we find still another affirmation of the Son’s deity. What great truths are
communicated, and how do they demonstrate that the Son is God?
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NOTES: The fullness of the ocean cannot be contained in a cup that can be held in a
man'’s hand. Neither would it be possible for the fullness of God to dwell in any being
less than God.

We will conclude this section with a consideration of a few more important texts in which the
Son is referred to directly as God. It is important to note that these references with regard to
the Son’s deity were made even after His incarnation. The truth communicated is that when
the eternal Son became a man, He did not cease to be God in any sense of the term.

a. My L and my G (John 20:28). The first title comes from the
Greek word kdrios, which is used throughout the Septuagint (Greek Old Testament) as
a reference to Yahweh (or Jehovah). The second title comes from the Greek word for
God—theés. If Thomas's words had been the result of misdirected zeal, Jesus would
have surely corrected him. If Jesus were not Lord and God, both Thomas and Jesus
would be equally guilty of blasphemy—the worst of all possible offenses against God.

b. Our great G and S (Titus 2:13). This is yet another di-
rect reference to the Son as God. However, we must not overlook that the title of “Sav-
ior” is also a great proof of the Son’s deity. In Isaiah 43:10-11, God declares, “I, | am the

Lord, and besides me there is no savior.” If Christ is our Savior, then He is also God.
If He is not God, then He cannot be our Savior. Regarding the Son, Peter says, “And
there is salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12). Therefore, He must be God!

c. WhoisG over all, blessed forever (Romans 9:5). Having affirmed the incar-
nation of the Son, Paul then affirms that He is God. The phrase may also be translated,
“"who is over all, God blessed forever” (NASB).

d. YourT ,0G (Hebrews 1:8). In this context, the Father
Himself refers to His Son as God. After His death and resurrection, the Son of God was
once again exalted to the right hand of His Father, where He reigns as God and Man.

THE SPIRIT IS GOD

1.
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In Acts 5:3-4, the Apostle Peter confronts Ananias about his and his wife’s greed and decep-
tion. In doing so, he also provides us with insight into the nature and deity of the Spirit. Read
the text until you understand its contents, and then fill in the blanks.

a. According to verse 3, Peter declared that Ananias had lied to the H

S

b. According to verse 4, Peter declared that Ananias had lied to G

NOTES: This is a strong affirmation not only of the Spirit’s deity but also of the truth
that the Spirit is a Person and not an impersonal power. To lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie
to God because the Spirit is God.
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2. In | Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19, the Apostle Paul teaches us that the believer is the temple of
God. In doing so, he also provides us with even greater understanding about the deity of the
Spirit. Read both texts, and then complete the following exercise.

a.

b.

In | Corinthians 3:16, the believer is called G temple.

In | Corinthians 6:19, the believer is called a temple of the H

S

NOTES: In these two texts, we have a powerful affirmation of the Spirit's deity. In |
Corinthians 3:16, the believer is called the temple of God, but in | Corinthians 6:19, the
believer is referred to as the temple of the Holy Spirit. To use these two terms inter-
changeably would be unthinkable to the Apostle Paul if he did not view the Spirit as
fully God and a real Person of the Trinity.

3. In Romans 8:9 is found not only a declaration of the Spirit’s deity but also a beautiful and pow-
erful picture of the Trinity. Fill in the blanks with the references to the Holy Spirit in this verse.

a.

The S . The Holy Spirit is a real Person, distinct from the Father and
the Son.

The S of G . God the Father and the Holy Spirit are one.
The S of C . God the Son and the Holy Spirit are
one.
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Chapter 5: God Is Spirit

God is not material or corporeal (i.e. He does not possess a physical body). Two of the
greatest implications of this truth are: (1) God is not confined to any of the physical restraints
so common to humanity; and (2) God is not visible and should therefore never be degraded
with images made by men. At times, the Scriptures speak of God as if He possessed a physical
body. There are references to His arms, back, breath, ears, eyes, face, feet, fingers, and more.
How do we explain these references in light of the truth that God is spirit? In theology, these
references are considered anthropomorphic [Greek: anthropos = man + morphé = form] ex-
pressions. In other words, God is simply attributing to Himself human characteristics in order
to communicate a truth about Himself in a way that men can comprehend. For example, the
Bible speaks of God's “wings” and of His people “hiding in the shadow” of His wings (Exodus
19:4; Ruth 2:12; Psalm 17:8; 36:7; 57:1; 61:4; 63:7; 91:4). It would be absurd to interpret such
statements literally.

1. How do the Scriptures describe God in John 4:24?

a. Godis S

b. Based upon the explanation given in the introductory paragraph, write a brief summary
of the meaning of the statement, “God is spirit.”

2. How should we live in light of the truth that God is spirit? Write your thoughts about the fol-
lowing truths based upon the associated Scriptures.

a. We must worship God sincerely (John 4:24).
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NOTES: The reference to worshiping God “in spirit” has two possible meanings: (1) we
must worship God with all our being, sincerely and profoundly; or (2) we must worship
God in the power and under the direction of the Holy Spirit. The reference to worship-
ing God “in truth” also has two possible meanings: (1) we must worship God truthfully,
sincerely, and with integrity; or (2) we must worship God according to the truth—i.e.
according to the will of God revealed in the Scriptures.

b. We must avoid associating God with a religious building or ascribing to God any human
limitation or need (Acts 17:24-25).

NOTES: The fact that God has no need is wonderfully demonstrated in Psalm 50:10-
12—"For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. | know all the
birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. If | were hungry, | would not tell
you, for the world and its fullness are Mine.”

3. How do the Scriptures describe God in Hebrews 11:277

a. Godis He whois |

NOTES: If God is invisible, how do we explain the passages of Scripture where He
seems to reveal Himself in a visible form? To answer, we must first understand two
principles of Bible interpretation. First, the Bible does not contradict itself. Second, the
passages of Scripture that are difficult to interpret with certainty should be interpreted
in light of those passages whose interpretation is unmistakable. The Scriptures clearly
state that God is invisible; therefore, the “visible” appearances of God in the Scrip-
tures (with the exception of the incarnation of the Son of God) should be interpreted
as "visions”—symbolic representations of spiritual reality. Ezekiel tells us (1:1) that “the
heavens were opened” and he “saw visions of God.” In verse 28, the prophet sum-
marizes these visions as “the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.” In
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Daniel 7:9-15, Daniel sees a symbolic vision of God the Father as the “Ancient of Days."”
In Luke 3:21-22, John the Baptist sees a vision of the heavens being “opened” and the
Holy Spirit descending with the appearance of a dove (the symbolism is obvious).

4. What do the following Scriptures affirm about God, especially about His invisibility?

a. | Timothy 1:17

b. | Timothy 6:15-16

NOTES: God's invisibility is mentioned as one of the attributes that distinguishes Him
from His creation. God’s person and existence are unfathomable. He can only be known
to the degree that He chooses to reveal Himself.

5. According to the following texts, how should we live in light of the truth of God’s invisibility?

a. Deuteronomy 4:11-12; 15-16
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NOTES: Any attempt to make a figure or drawing of the living God will lead to a distor-
tion of His image and a diminishing of His glory. Therefore, all forms of idolatry must be
avoided like the plague. Furthermore, we must seek to think only those thoughts about
God that are firmly grounded and supported by the Scriptures.

b. | Timothy 1:17; 6:15-16

6. God is immaterial (i.e. spirit) and invisible. How then can we know such a God? According to
the following Scriptures, how has God revealed Himself (i.e. made Himself known) to men?

a. According to the words of Jesus in John 6:46, has any man ever seen the Father? Who
has seen the Father?

b. If no one has ever seen God the Father except for the Son, how has the Father made
Himself known to men? How can we understand who God is? Who can explain such
things to us? What does John 1:18 teach us?
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NOTES: The phrase, “made him known,” comes from the Greek word exégéomai,
which means, “to interpret, explain, exposit, or expound.” The Son explains God to
us through His life and His teaching. The NET Bible provides us with a very useful
translation: “No one has ever seen God. The only one, himself God, who is in closest
fellowship with the Father, has made God known.”

c. According to the following Scriptures, why is Jesus uniquely qualified to show us God
the Father?

(1) Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3

NOTES: The word “image” comes from the Greek word eikén, which is properly
translated, “image” or “likeness.” Who but God could be the exact image of God?
Any lesser being would not be a true image of God's infinite excellencies, but only
a slight and distorted representation. The Son can be the image of God only be-
cause “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature”
(Hebrews 1:3).

(2) John 14:9

NOTES: It is important to recognize that Jesus’ words would be blasphemy if He
were not God in the fullest and strictest sense of the term. It is a foundational truth
of Christianity that everything that we might ever want to discover about God is
found in the Man Christ Jesus.
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Chapter 6: God Is Personal

One of the most important truths of Scripture is that God is not an impersonal force, thought-
lessly moving the universe; nor is He a capricious power, coldly manipulating His creation for
some selfish end. The Scriptures teach us that God is personal (i.e. He possesses a distinguishable
personality); He is aware of His own existence, has both an intellect and a will, and is capable of
entering into a personal relationship with man.

GOD IS AWARE OF HIS OWN EXISTENCE

It may seem unnecessary to say that God is aware of His own existence, but this is one of the
most fundamental characteristics of one who has a personality. There are many religions outside
of Christianity whose concept of “god” is that of either an impersonal force (Buddhism, Taoism,
etc.) or an essence that dwells within all things (pantheism [Greek: pas = all + thedés = god)]). In
contrast, the God of the Scriptures is a personal Being who is aware of His own existence as dis-
tinct from all other beings and things.

1. That God is aware of His own existence is clearly revealed in the Scriptures. How does God
refer to Himself in Exodus 3:14?

a. 1A

NOTES: This declaration is a powerful affirmation that God recognizes His own ex-
istence. He knows that He is and that He is distinct from all created persons and
things.

2. The Scriptures teach us not only that God is aware of His own existence, but also that He is
aware of His individuality (i.e. His distinctness from all created persons and things). According
to the Scriptures, what does God declare about His own unique existence apart from anyone
or anything else?

a. Thereis no O God besides Him (Isaiah 45:21).

b. There is none B Him (Isaiah 45:21).

c. There is none to whom we may C Him (Isaiah 40:25).
d. There is none who can be L Him (Isaiah 40:25).

NOTES: Each one of these declarations proves that God is both distinct and indepen-
dent from all other individuals and things.
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GOD POSSESSES AN INTELLECT

The intellect is considered to be one of the primary characteristics of personhood. The word
comes from the Latin word intellegere [inter = between or among + legere = to pick or choose]
and refers to the ability to reason, perceive, or understand. According to the Scriptures, God
possesses an intellect that goes far beyond human comprehension. Nothing is beyond His knowl-
edge or understanding.

1. What do the following Scriptures teach us about God’s intellect?

a. Psalm 92:5

b. Romans 11:33-36

2. In the following Scriptures, how is man’s intellect or understanding described in comparison
with that of God?

a. Psalm 94:11; | Corinthians 3:20
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b. Isaiah 55:8-9

c. | Corinthians 1:20, 25

3. God's knowledge and understanding are far beyond the comprehension of finite men. Ac-
cording to the following Scriptures, how may man come to understand (at least, in part) the
infinite things of God?

a. Through the Son of God (John 1:18)

b. Through the Spirit of God (I Corinthians 2:11-12)
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NOTES: This text refers to the believer’s relationship with the Holy Spirit. The prima-
ry means by which the Spirit teaches God’s people is by illuminating the truths of the
Scriptures.

c. Through the Word of God (Psalm 119:97-100)

4. In Deuteronomy 29:29, the Scriptures declare: “The secret things belong to the Lord our God,
but the things that are revealed belong to us...” According to Psalm 131:1-3, how should we
live (i.e. what should be our attitude) in light of the infinite knowledge of God?

GOD POSSESSES A WILL

The Scriptures clearly reveal that God possesses a will—the power to determine His actions
(i.e. what He will do) and the end or purpose of His creation (i.e. He can do what He wills with
what He has made). God'’s choices flow from who He is; His will is an expression of His being and
disposition. It is important to understand that the will of God and the will of man are two very dif-
ferent things. God is the only One who is completely free to do whatever He purposes in Himself,
without limitations or the possibility of failure. The most resolute decisions of the most powerful
men often come to nothing.
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1. What do the following Scriptures teach us about the will of God? Are there any limitations to
the will of God? Can any power thwart the will of God?

a. Proverbs 19:21

b. Isaiah 14:27

c. Isaiah 46:9-10

d. Daniel 4:34-35
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34

e. Ephesians 1:11

Although God'’s will cannot be limited by any person or force outside of Himself, there are
some things that God will not do simply because they contradict His most holy and righteous
character. According to the following Scriptures, what are some things that God will not do?
How is this truth a comfort and a blessing to us?

a. Titus 1:2

b. Il Timothy 2:13




GOD IS PERSONAL

c. James 1:13

NOTES: There are two great truths communicated in this text. First, God cannot be
tempted, because He is morally perfect and every form of evil is repulsive to Him. Sec-
ond, God does not tempt anyone. He may test His people for their good, but He does
not tempt them or entice them to sin.
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Chapter 7: God Is Relational

It is the testimony of Scripture that God desires a personal relationship with His creation, es-
pecially with man, who has been created in His image (Genesis 1:27). This is one of the greatest
truths of Christianity. God is not an impersonal “it,” incapable of entering into a relationship with
others; and man is not a cosmic accident, alone in the universe. God created man that man might
know Him and be a recipient of His goodness. When man'’s relationship with God was broken
through sin, God sent His own Son in order that the relationship might be restored. Those who
have been reconciled with God through faith in His Son may have the greatest confidence that
God seeks a personal, vital, and growing relationship with them.

1. From Genesis to Revelation, the Scriptures portray God as One who desires to enter into fel-
lowship with His creation, especially with man, in spite of his sin. In a very real sense, the Bible
is a record of God seeking sinful men and working to restore His relationship with them. This
truth is clearly seen even in the fall of Adam and Eve.

a. According to Genesis 3:8-10, how did Adam'’s sin affect his attitude toward God?

b. How did Adam'’s sin affect God'’s relationship with him (Genesis 3:23-24)?

NOTES: In Genesis 3:21-24, we discover both the judgment and the mercy of God
toward sinful man. The judgment of God is seen in that He drove Adam and Eve from
the garden, which represents the separation or broken fellowship that exists between
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God and the sinner. The mercy of God is here revealed in two distinct ways. First,
God barred Adam’s way to the tree of life so that he would not eat of it and live for-
ever in a state of sinful corruption and alienation from God (vv.22-24). Second, God
took the life of an innocent victim to provide coverings for Adam and Eve (v.21). This
represents the sacrifice of an innocent party in the place of the guilty and finds its ulti-
mate fulfillment in the sacrifice of God's only Son on Calvary for the sins of the world.

2. How does Isaiah 59:1-2 explain the change in God’s relationship with Adam? What does it
teach us about our own sin and how it affects our relationship with God?

NOTES: Here the intolerance of God toward sin is revealed. Because God is holy and
righteous, outstanding sin will always lead to separation between God and the sinner.
In Habakkuk 1:13, the prophet declared the following about the holiness of God and
His relationship with sin: “You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at
wrong.” It is for this reason that God sent His only Son to pay our sin debt that He might
have unbroken fellowship with us through faith (Romans 5:1).

3. According to Genesis 3:8-9, who sought after Adam and Eve immediately after their fall?
What does this teach us about God'’s character and His desire to have a relationship with fallen
man?
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4. Acts 17:26-27 explains that God has sovereignly determined the times and places in which
all men are born and live. According to verse 27, what was God's primary purpose in doing
so? How does this demonstrate that God is relational and desires to have a relationship with
fallen man?

5. According to Luke 19:10, why did God send His Son to earth? What was the purpose of His
incarnation? How does this demonstrate that God is relational and desires to have a relation-
ship with fallen man?

NOTES: It is important to note that this statement was made during Jesus’ visit to the
home of Zaccheus. He was a tax collector and a notorious sinner. By his own admission, he
had defrauded others in order to enrich himself. Luke’s account of this meeting between
Jesus and Zaccheus simply illustrates the truth that Jesus declared in Luke 19:10—He
“came to seek and to save the lost.”

6. According to the following Scriptures, what has the Son of God accomplished so that man'’s
broken relationship with God might be restored?

a. Romans 5:8-10
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b. Colossians 1:19-22

7. According to John 17:3, what is the essence of eternal life? How does this demonstrate that
God is relational and desires to have a relationship with His people?

NOTES: The word “know” means a great deal more than simply impersonal or factual
knowledge. It denotes an intimate, personal relationship. Eternal life is much more than a
life of infinite duration. It is a superior quality of life, marked by unbroken fellowship with
God. This is one of God's great purposes for reconciling us to Himself through His Son.

8. As Christians, we have a restored relationship with God founded upon the perfect work of
Christ on our behalf. It is a relationship that cannot be broken. This truth should cause us not
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to be apathetic about sin, but to separate ourselves from anything that might be an obstacle
to our fellowship with God. What do the following Scriptures teach us about this truth?

a. Il Corinthians 6:14-18

NOTES: This text is not teaching us to withdraw from all unbelievers. In Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthians he wrote: “l wrote to you in my letter not to associate with
sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world”
(I Corinthians 5:9-10). The idea in |l Corinthians 6:14-18 is that we are to withdraw from
anything that is directly prohibited in the Scriptures or that can lead us into sin.

b. Il Timothy 2:19

NOTES: The word “depart” comes from the Greek word aphistémi, which means, “to
withdraw, remove, depart, or leave.” We are called to abstain from wickedness and
distance ourselves from it.

9. As we have already stated, the believer has a restored relationship with God that is founded
upon the perfect work of Christ. However, this truth should not lead to apathy. It should result
not only in our abstaining from sin, but also in our active pursuit of God to cultivate a deeper
relationship with Him. What do the following Scriptures teach us about this truth?
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a. Hosea 6:3
b. Psalm 27:4
c. Psalm 27:8

10. As Christians, we not only have the responsibility to watch over our relationship with God,
but we also have the responsibility to announce the gospel to others so that they too might
enter into the same restored relationship with God. What does Il Corinthians 5:18-20 teach
us about this truth?
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Chapter 8: God Is Great

There is only one God, and He alone is great. All other beings and things are totally depen-
dent upon His goodness and strength. A comparison should never be made between God and
any other creature or thing. As the self-existent Creator, He is infinitely above His dependent and
finite creation. The mightiest archangel is no closer to being like God than the tiniest microbe.
God is incomparable! In the context of the body of believers, this truth is extremely important.
There are no great men or women of God in the Scriptures or in church history; there are only
weak, sinful, and faithless men and women of a great and merciful God!

1. How is God described in the following Scriptures?

a. The Lordis a great G and a great K (Psalm 95:3).

b. The Lord is the G and A God (Daniel 9:4).
The word “awesome” comes from the Hebrew word yare, which means, “to fear, re-
vere, or be afraid.” Even the smallest revelation of God's greatness and holiness would
strike even the most splendid of His creatures with astonishment, reverence, and even
fear. God is awesome; therefore, He is worthy of the greatest reverence.

c. The Lord is very G ; He is clothed with splendor and majesty (Psalm
104:1). God’s splendor and majesty are not some external things that He puts on; they
are a part of His very being. Unlike men, God has no need to add something to Himself
in order to enhance His greatness or His beauty.

2. How is the greatness of God described in Psalm 145:3?

a. His greatness is U

NOTES: God's greatness is beyond investigation or inquiry—it cannot be searched out
or measured. It would be far easier to count the sand in all the oceans and deserts of the
world or to number all the stars in the heavens than to measure the greatness of God.

3. What do the following Scriptures affirm about the greatness of God? How is the one true God
contrasted with all other so-called gods?

a. Psalm 77:13
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b. Psalm 86:10

c. Psalm 95:3

d. Psalm 135:5

4. According to the following Scriptures, what should be our attitude and our response to the
greatness of God? How should we live in light of His unsearchable greatness?

a. Deuteronomy 32:3
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b. | Chronicles 16:25

c. Psalm 104:1

NOTES: The word “bless” comes from the Hebrew word barak. When directed toward
God, it denotes a joyful exclamation of admiration, thanksgiving, and praise.

d. Psalm 111:2

e. Psalm 138:5
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Chapter 9: God Is Perfect

The Scriptures teach us that God is perfect and lacks nothing in His person or works. There
is no possibility of a defect in God. The perfection of God has some very important implications.
First, it assures us that God will not change. He cannot become better than He is, because He is
already perfect; and He cannot become less, because He would then cease to be God. Second,
it assures us that God is worthy of our absolute trust.

THE WORKS OF GOD ARE PERFECT

God is perfect in every aspect of His character. The works of God, being an extension of His
character, are also perfect. The implications of this truth are tremendous and should produce in
us a confidence that will prevail against the greatest doubts. All that God has ever done or will
ever do in the universe and in each of us is perfect.

1. What do the following Scriptures teach us about the perfection of God's works?

a. Deuteronomy 32:3-4

b. Psalm 18:30

NOTES: The word “perfect” comes from the Hebrew word tamim, which may also be
translated as “blameless.” It is important to note that there is a direct relationship be-
tween God’s character, His works, and His Word. Because God's character is perfect,
His ways and Word are also perfect.
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c. Ecclesiastes 3:14

NOTES: The completeness or perfection of God'’s works should lead us to fear or rev-
erence Him.

2. God works not only in His creation but also in His people. Every Christian is a work of God.
What do the following Scriptures teach us about this truth?

a. Ephesians 2:10

b. Philippians 2:13

c. Philippians 1:6
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3. The God of all creation is working in the life of every Christian. His work is perfect and will be
accomplished without fail. This truth goes beyond what the human mind can comprehend—
the perfect God is doing a perfect work in us to make us perfect. According to the following
Scriptures, how should we respond to this truth?

a. Psalm 92:4

b. Psalm 107:22

c. Philippians 2:12-13

NOTES: As believers, we are not to “work for” our salvation, but we are to “work
out” our salvation. We are to live out our Christian lives with a biblical reverence and
trust in God. The word “trembling” possibly denotes both the seriousness of the
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Christian life and the need for humility that leads us to distrust our own power and
wisdom and to live in dependence upon God.

THE WILL OF GOD IS PERFECT

The will of God is perfect because it is founded upon His perfect and most holy character.
The implications of this truth are tremendous. God’s purpose and plan for us is worthy of
absolute trust. We should never lean upon our own understanding or seek to do that which
is only right in our own eyes. Rather, we should trust in God and obey His Word, the Holy
Scriptures.

1. How is the will of God described in Romans 12:2?

a. G . The word comes from the Greek word agathés and refers to
that which is good, profitable, or upright.

b. A . The word comes from the Greek word eudrestos and re-
fers to that which is well-pleasing, approved, or acceptable.

c. P . The word comes from the Greek word téleios and refers to
that which is complete and lacking in nothing.

d. How should the description of God'’s will in Romans 12:2 motivate us to live a life of obe-
dience to the will of God?

2. The following Scriptures give us insight regarding how to respond appropriately to the good,
acceptable, and pleasing will of God. Read the texts, and write your thoughts.

a. According to Matthew 6:9-10, how should we pray concerning the will of God?
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b. According to the following Scriptures, how should we do the will of God?

(1) Psalm 40:8

(2) Ephesians 6:6

NOTES: In the immediate context, Paul is writing about the service that Christian
slaves should render to their masters. However, the truths have a wider application
to every area of the believer’s life.

c. How does the life of the Lord Jesus Christ demonstrate a correct attitude and response
to the will of God? How should we imitate Him?

(1) John 4:32-34
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(2) John 5:30

3. One of the most important truths in Christianity is that the will of God is revealed first and
foremost through the Word of God (i.e. the Scriptures). Like the will of God, the Word of God
is perfect, because God is its Author and its Preserver. What do the following Scriptures teach
us with regard to this truth? How should we respond?

a. Psalm 19:7

NOTES: The word “perfect” is translated from the Hebrew word tamim, which denotes
that which is perfect, complete, sound, or blameless. The word “sure” comes from the
Hebrew word aman, which denotes that which is confirmed, reliable, and trustworthy.

b. Psalm 12:6
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NOTES: The Scriptures are absolutely reliable as a means of knowing the will of God.
The ancients had a very effective process for refining or purifying silver. It was melted
down with intense heat. Then, the impurities would rise to the surface and be re-
moved. To say that the Word of God is like silver refined seven times communicates its
absolute purity and, by extension, its reliability.

c. Il Timothy 3:16-17

NOTES: The words “breathed out” come from the Greek word theépneustos, which
is literally translated, “God-breathed.” The Scriptures are an absolutely reliable wit-
ness to the will of God because they come from the mouth of God (Deuteronomy 8:3;
Matthew 4:4).

4. The Word of God is the primary means through which the will of God is revealed. According
to the following Scriptures, what should be our attitude and response to this truth?

a. Psalm 1:1-2

b. Psalm 119:47-48
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c. Psalm 119:127-128

d. Ezra 7:10

e. Il Timothy 2:15
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Chapter 10: God Is Eternal

One of the most amazing attributes of God (and one of the many that distinguish Him from
all creation) is His eternal existence—He is without beginning and without end. There was never
a time when He did not exist, and there will never be a time when His existence will cease. He is
before all things and will remain after all things have passed away. The eternality of God does not
just mean that He has always existed and will exist for an infinite number of years; it further indi-
cates that He is timeless and ageless, always existing and never changing. No person or created
thing shares this attribute with Him. We are for a moment, but God is forever. He made us, but
no one made Him. We depend upon Him for our very existence, but He depends upon nothing
and no one. Our earthly existence passes away like sand through an hourglass, but He remains.
He was God, is God, and will be God forever.

1. In the Scriptures, a person’s name has great significance in that it often reveals something
about his or her character. What are the names given to God in the following Scriptures, and
what do they teach us about His eternality?

a. 1 A Who | A (Exodus 3:14). The idea that is communicated in this
statement is that existence is an attribute of God’s very nature. Unlike man, God does
not will to exist or make an effort to exist. He simply is.

b. The E God (Isaiah 40:28). One who is “everlasting” will “last
forever.” When applied to God, the word refers not only to the future, but also to the
past. He has always been, and He will always be.

c. The A of D (Daniel 7:9). When used with reference to men,
the word “ancient” usually denotes old age and weakness of mind and body. When
used with reference to God, it denotes the grandeur, splendor, power, and wisdom of
the One who was before the very foundations of the world and will continue to be
when the world has passed away.

d. The A and the O (Revelation 1:8). These are the first
and last letters of the Greek alphabet. They powerfully communicate that God is the
first and the last (see also Isaiah 44:6). He is before all things and will continue on when
all things have passed.

2. Having considered the names of God that speak of His eternal nature, we will now consider some
important declarations from Scripture. What do the following texts teach us about the eternal
nature of God and His relationship to His creation? How do they demonstrate His greatness?

a. Job 36:26
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b. Psalm 90:2

c. Psalm 90:4; Il Peter 3:8

3. God is eternal, without beginning or end. What are the implications of His eternality for all of
creation, especially for the people of God? What do the following Scriptures teach us? Write
your thoughts.

a. God'’s Reign Is Eternal

(1) Jeremiah 10:10
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(2) Psalm 45:6

(3) Psalm 145:13; Daniel 4:34

b. God’s Word Is Eternal (Isaiah 40:6-8; see also | Peter 1:24-25)

c. God'’s Salvation and Care for His People Is Eternal

(1) Deuteronomy 33:27

NOTES: The phrase “dwelling place” refers to God as a refuge or hiding place for
His people. The reference to God’s arms “underneath” denotes the support and
strength that He gives to His people.
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(2) Psalm 48:14

(3) Psalm 102:25-28

NOTES: A contrast is drawn between the creation (i.e. heavens and the earth) and
God'’s care for His people. The former is passing, but the latter is everlasting.

(4) Isaiah 26:3-4

(5) Isaiah 40:28-31
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(6) Matthew 28:20

4. What should be our response to the truth of God’s eternality? What should be our attitude,
and how should we live before Him? What do the following Scriptures teach us?

a. | Chronicles 16:36

b. Daniel 4:34

c. | Timothy 1:17
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Chapter 11: God Is Self-Existent
and Self-Sufficient

One of the most awe-inspiring and humbling truths about God is that He is absolutely free
from any need or dependence. His existence