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Our Purpose &

Passion
“‘For from the rising of the sun even

to its setting, My Name will be great

among the nations, and in every

place incense is going to be offered

to My Name, and a grain offering

that is pure; for My Name will be

great among the nations,’ says the

Lord of hosts.”  - Malachi 1:11

The chief end of all mission work is the Glory of

God.  Our greatest concern is that His Name be great

among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the

sun (Malachi 1:11).  We find our great purpose and

constant motivation, not in man or his needs, but in

God, His commitment to His own glory and our God-

given desire to see Him glorified in every nation, tribe,

people and language.

Although HeartCry recognizes the great impor-

tance of sending missionaries from the West to the

unevangelized peoples throughout the world, we be-

lieve that we are led of the Lord to support native or

national missionaries so that they may evangelize their

own peoples.  Therefore, we seek to work with godly

men and women of integrity and vision in the

unreached world to help them evangelize and plant

Churches among their own peoples.

Our Principles
* While we recognize that the needs of mankind are

many and his sufferings are diverse, we believe that

they all spring from a common origin - the fall of man

and the corruption of his own heart. Therefore, we

believe that the greatest benefit to mankind can be

accomplished through the preaching of the Gospel

of Jesus Christ and the establishment of churches

that preach the Word of God and minister according

to its commands, precepts, and wisdom.

* Every need of this ministry will be obtained through

prayer.  We may share our missionary vision with

others and even make known to them the specific

tasks which the Lord has laid on our heart to do, but

we may not raise support through prodding or ma-

nipulating our brothers and sisters in Christ.  If this

ministry is of the Lord, then He will be our Patron.  If

He is with us, He will direct His people to give and we

will prosper.  If He is not with us, we will not and

should not succeed.

* We intend to never enlarge our field of labor by con-

tracting debts.  This is contrary to both the letter and

the spirit of the New Testament.  In secret prayer, God

helping us, we will carry the needs of this ministry to

the Lord and act according to the direction that He

gives.

* We will not compete with other biblical mission agen-

cies, but use the resources that God has given to us

to work in partnership with them.  If the Lord directs,

we will sacrifice our own goals and resources that

other mission works may be helped and the Kingdom

of God increased.

* In meeting any need, those of us who are supported

financially by this ministry will be the first to sacrifice

all things necessary for the advancement of His King-

dom.

* We will not measure the success of this ministry by

the amount of money given, Bibles distributed or na-

tional missionaries supported, but by the Lord’s bless-

ing on the work.

* Our Goal is not to enlarge ourselves, or to become a

key figure in the Great Commission, but to be faithful

and obedient stewards by the grace that is given to

us, that men may see our weakness and glorify God

for His strength; that they may see our inability and

glorify God for His faithfulness.
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From our Desk

Dear Family,

I hope this edition of HeartCry finds you growing in

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immor-

tality to light through the Gospel. We count your fellow-

ship a privilege and only hope that we can return to you

a small measure of the blessing that you have been to

us.

This edition of HeartCry is unique in that it contains

no missionary testimony or report from the field, but

rather it highlights some of the convictions and teach-

ings of George Müller - a man who has been a great

influence to those of us who minister here at HeartCry.

Brother Müller was a pastor and the founder of the Scrip-

tural Knowledge Institute and several orphanages in

Bristol, England that provided food, clothing, shelter,

and above all, the Gospel to thousands of orphaned

children. The most striking thing about the work is that

all was accomplished without raising funds or seeking

the aid of others. The work was and is an example of

God’s faithfulness to those who cast their hope upon

Him alone.

It is our constant desire that all flesh be humbled

and that God alone be glorified. For this reason, we want

to make it perfectly clear that this magazine is not dedi-

cated to an extraordinary man, but to an extraordinary

God of a less than ordinary man. George Müller himself

would be the first to stand and proclaim that prior to His

conversion he was the vilest of men and would have

become even more so had it not been for the saving and

sanctifying grace of God revealed in the face of Christ

and applied through the regenerating work of the Holy

Spirit.

The main reason we have highlighted Brother Müller

is that we so admire God’s work of grace in his life and

long for the same in our own. God made George Müller

an example of His faithfulness and power perfected in

weakness. In the same way, we hope that our constant

weakness and many failures are manifested to men so

that when they look at the things accomplished through

this ministry they attribute all to the glory of God:

“Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto

Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy, and for

Thy truth’s sake.”

Psalm 115:1 (KJV)

Since the establishment of HeartCry, we have sought

to live and minister according to the principles by which

George Müller lived his life. Although we see nothing

unbiblical in raising support and making needs known,

we have felt restrained by the Holy Spirit from doing so.

In these years of depen-

dence upon the Lord,

HeartCry has grown to

nearly one hundred mis-

sionary families, living in

eighteen countries, and

on four continents. In that

time, never once has a

missionary failed to re-

ceive his or her full monthly support. God has been faith-

ful to supply all our needs and even go beyond what we

have asked. He has provided thousands of Bibles and

other pieces of literature, evangelistic tools, buildings,

clothing, etc.

Because of our conviction to rest in God alone and

because of God’s blessing on the work, many have

thought and even testified that those of us who work at

HeartCry are men and women of faith, great prayer war-

riors, etc. Nothing could be further from the truth. We

are less than ordinary Christians. We struggle in our

prayer life and often doubt God even after He has won

countless victories before our very eyes. We are not

proud of our many weaknesses and frequent failures,

but to deny them would be to cancel out the very pur-

pose for which God has raised us up. That purpose is to

demonstrate that there are no great men or women of

God, but merely weak, sinful, dull and doubting men and

women of a great and merciful God. This ministry is not

based upon the faithfulness of a handful of laborers, but

upon the faithfulness of God; it does not stand or ad-

vance upon the greatness of our praying, but upon the

power and goodness of God to do immeasurably more

than we are able to ask or think.

We hope that all these things are evident to you

and that every advancement of the Kingdom and every

work of power be attributed to God alone. Again we cry

out from the depths of our hearts: “Not unto us, O LORD,

not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy,

and for Thy truth’s sake.”

Your brothers and sisters at HeartCry

A Special Thanks to:

The George Müller Foundation,

Muller House,

7 Cotham Park,

Bristol, England BS6 6DA.

Telephone: 0117 9245001

www.mullers.org



Volume 45 - Special Edition 5

rested on it. Faith, to
Müller, was finding
out what God said or
what he permitted,
and doggedly hang-
ing on to the prom-
ises even when cir-
cumstances were
screaming otherwise.

Müller believed
that God did not in-
tend for him to get
into debt of any kind. Nor did he solicit for money. … He
never once wrote a letter to ask people to give to him or
to the ministries under his charge, never approached
businessmen or foundations for funds, and never ap-
pealed to churches to support the work. All was done in
answer to prayer. He would refuse to disclose the present
state of the funds, even when asked, because he be-
lieved it might be seen as a subtle appeal for money. He
would tell of the activity of God in supplying what was
needed in retrospect, as a way of honoring God. And he
would not borrow from one fund to supply the other
when monies were designated for a particular aspect of
his work. His was a life of faith in the strictest meaning of
that word. I believe the driving impetus for Müller’s faith
is found in his explanation of why the orphanage was
started. Müller’s meditations on the difficulties of Chris-
tians with financial problems, was used by God, as he
stated.

...to awaken in my heart the desire of setting
before the church at large, and before the world,
a proof that He has not in the least changed;
and this seemed to me best done by the estab-
lishing of an orphan house. It needed to be
something which could be seen, even by the
natural eye. Now, if I, a poor man, simply by
prayer and faith, obtained, without asking any
individual, the means for establishing and car-
rying on an orphan house, there would be some-
thing which, with the Lord’s blessing, might be
instrumental in strengthening the faith of the
children of God, besides being a testimony to
the consciences of the unconverted of the re-
ality of the things of God.

Above all other things, Müller wished to be a living
demonstration that God is alive and answers prayer just
as he said he would in the Bible. A friend of mine is fond
of saying, “God delights to vindicate the confidences of
his children,” as a way of explaining Müller’s view. This
is the way Müller approached God. He knew what few
have understood — God delights to show himself strong
to those whose greatest aspiration is to demonstrate to
the world that God is who he says he is.

Jim Elliff

President, Christian Communications Worldwide

George Müller
an Introduction by Jim Elliff

N November 8, 1840, a slender, 35 year old man
with wiry black hair held a diamond ring in his

hand. His wife, a Brethren woman, would certainly not
have worn it—much too audacious for a woman of God
of that day. No, it was to be sold. Like so many things he
would be given during his lifetime, this item was sent to
him in order to produce income for the orphans under
his care.

With sincere and grateful emotions, Müller turned
to scratch two Hebrew words on the windowpane with
this diamond—Jehovah Jireh.

Those words, meaning, “the Lord Who Provides,”
are the most representative words we could use to ex-
plain this man of faith, George Müller. The Lord pro-
vided all that he needed from the start of his work until
he died in 1898, without asking anyone for help but God
alone. He humbly claimed that the Lord had answered
50,000 requests, 30,000 of those in the same hour or day
in which they were asked. God would send Müller over £
75,000,000 in current equivalency.

Müller, on the one hand, was a churchman, actually
shepherding a church in Bristol, England, of about 1200
people. For several years he oversaw two churches,
alongside his friend and co-laborer, Henry Craik. During
his early days, he started The Scriptural Knowledge
Institute for Home and Abroad (SKI), through which he
established day schools mostly on the mainland of Eu-
rope. In his lifetime he schooled over 123,000 students.
He distributed free or moderately priced publications by
the millions, and supported numerous missionaries
through the Scriptural Knowledge Institution as well,
among whom were Hudson Taylor and the first mission-
aries of the China Inland Mission. Most notable among
his activities was the orphanage under his care. In his
lifetime he built five capacious buildings to house 2000
orphans at a time. Before he died, 10,024 orphans had
been cared for. Then, from age 70-87, he traveled as an
itinerant missionary. Most of these trips were a year in
duration; one was two years. He went to 42 countries
and traveled the equivalent in mileage to eight times
around the globe as an elderly man, speaking 5000-6000
times outside of Britain.

Surely a man doing all that I have mentioned must
have had wealthy supporters in place committed to sup-
plying the money necessary for the enterprises he envi-
sioned. Surely the organizational mechanism for collect-
ing the millions needed for such activities must have
been well-staffed and trained in the art of raising funds.
No, not at all. Everything was accomplished by asking
God alone.

Müller’s view of faith was simple, almost childlike.
He believed that everything he did was to be guided by
Scripture. He was no mystic, refusing to be lead by im-
pressions or even to take Scripture out of context. He
believed that living by impressions would lead Chris-
tians into much error. Rather, as a man of confidence in
the Bible, he found out what God had promised and

O
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THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE MÜLLER

Though I was punished on this and other occasions, yet
I do not remember that at any time when my sins were found
out, it made any other impression upon me than to make me
think how I might do the thing the next time more cleverly, so
as not to be detected. Hence it came that this was not the last
time that I was guilty of stealing.

At School
When I was between ten and eleven years of age, I was

sent to Halberstadt, to the Cathedral Classical School, there to
be prepared for the University; for my father’s desire was, that
I should become a clergyman; not, indeed, that thus I might
serve God, but that I might have a comfortable living. My time
was now spent in studying, reading novels, and indulging,
though so young, in sinful practices. Thus it continued till I
was fourteen years old, when my mother was suddenly re-
moved. The night she was dying, I, not knowing of her illness,
was playing at cards till two in the morning, and on the next
day, being the Lord’s day, I went with some of my compan-
ions in sin to a tavern, and then we went about the streets, half
intoxicated.

Confirmation
The following day I attended, for the first time, the reli-

gious instruction, which I was to receive previous to my confir-
mation. This likewise was attended to in a careless manner;
and when I returned to my lodgings, my father had arrived to
fetch my brother and me home to our mother’s funeral. This
bereavement made no lasting impression on my mind. I grew

worse and worse. Three or four days before I was confirmed
(and thus admitted to partake of the Lord’s supper), I was
guilty of gross immorality; and the very day before my confir-
mation, when I was in the vestry with the clergyman to confess
my sins (according to the usual practice), after a formal man-
ner, I defrauded him, for I handed over to him only the twelfth
part of the fee which my father had given me for him.

In this state of heart, without prayer, without true repen-
tance, without faith, without knowledge of the plan of salva-
tion, I was confirmed, and took the Lord’s supper, on the
Sunday after Easter, 1820. Yet I was not without some feeling
about the solemnity of the thing, and I stayed at home in the
afternoon and evening, whilst the other boys and girls, who
had been confirmed with me, walked about in the fields. I also
made resolutions to turn from those vices in which I was
living, and to study more. But as I attempted the thing in my
own strength, all soon came to nothing, and I still grew worse.

Six weeks after my confirmation I went for a fortnight to
Brunswick, to a sister of my father, where I became attached to
a young female, who was a Roman Catholic. My time till Mid-
summer, 1821, was spent partly in study, but in a great degree
in playing the pianoforte and guitar, reading novels, frequent-
ing taverns, forming resolutions to become different, yet break-
ing them almost as fast as they were made. My money was
often spent on my sinful pleasures, through which I was now
and then brought into trouble, so that once, to satisfy my
hunger, I stole a piece of coarse bread, the allowance of a
soldier who was quartered in the house where I lodged. What

was born at Kroppenstaedt, near Halberstadt, in the king-
dom of Prussia, on September 27th, 1805. In January,

1810, my parents removed to Heimersleben, about four miles
from Kroppenstaedt, where my father was appointed collector
in the excise (i.e. taxes). As a warning to parents, I mention,
that my father preferred me to my brother, which was very
injurious to both of us. To me, as tending to produce in my
mind a feeling of self-elevation; and to my brother, by creating
in him a dislike both towards my father and me.

My father, who educated his children on worldly prin-
ciples, gave us much money, considering our age; not in order
that we might spend it, but, as he said, to accustom us to
possess money without spending it. The result was, that it led
me and my brother into many sins. For I repeatedly spent a
part of the money in a childish way, and afterwards, when my
father looked over my little treasure, I sought to deceive him in
making up the accounts, either by not putting down all the
money which he had given me, or by professing to have more
money in hand than was the case, and counting it out accord-
ingly before him. Now, though this deceit was found out at
last, and I was punished, yet I remained the same. For before
I was ten years old I repeatedly took of the government money
which was entrusted to my father, and which he had to make
up; till one day, as he had repeatedly missed money, he de-
tected my theft, by depositing a counted sum in the room
where I was, and leaving me to myself for a while. Being thus
left alone, I took some of the money, and hid it under my foot
in my shoe. When my father, after his return, missed the
money, I was searched and my theft detected.

I

The Early Days of
  George Müller.

1805-1825
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a bitter, bitter thing is the service of Satan, even in this world!
At Midsummer, 1821, my father obtained an appoint-

ment at Schoenebeck, near Magdeburg, and I embraced the
opportunity of entreating him to remove me to the Cathedral
Classical School of Magdeburg; for I thought, that, if I could
but leave my companions in sin, and get out of certain snares,
and be placed under other tutors, I should then live a different
life. But as my dependence in this matter also was not upon
God, I fell into a still worse state. My father consented, and I
was allowed to leave Halberstadt, and to stay at Heimersleben
till Michaelmas. During this time I superintended, according
to my father’s wish, certain alterations which were to be made
in his house there, for the sake of letting it profitably. Being
thus quite my own master, I grew still more idle, and lived as
much as before in all sorts of sin.

When Michaelmas came, I persuaded my father to leave
me at Heimersleben till Easter, and to le t me read the classics
with Dr. Nagel, a clergyman living in the same place. As he
was a very learned man, and also in the habit of having pupils
under his care, and a friend of my father, my request was
granted. I was now living on the premises belonging to my
father, under little real control, and entrusted with a consider-
able sum of money, which I had to collect for my father. My
habits soon led me to spend a considerable part of this money,
giving receipts for different sums, yet leaving my father to sup-
pose I had not received them.

Imprisoned
In November I went on a pleasure excursion to

Magdeburg, where I spent six days in much sin; and though
my absence from home had been found out by my father,
before I returned from thence, yet I took all the money I could
obtain and went to Brunswick, after I had, through a number
of lies, obtained permission from my tutor. The reason of my
going to Brunswick was, the attachment I had formed eighteen
months previously to the young female residing there. I spent
a week at Brunswick, in an expensive hotel. At the end of the
week my money was expended. This, as well as the want of a
passport, prevented my staying any longer in the hotel; but as
I still wished to remain at Brunswick, I went to my uncle, the
husband of my father’s sister, and made some excuse for not
having gone to him in the first instance. My uncle intimated,
after a week, that he did not wish me to remain with him any
longer.

I then went, without money, to another hotel, in a village
near Brunswick, where I spent another week in an expensive
way of living. At last, the owner of the hotel, suspecting that I
had no money, asked for payment, and I was obliged to leave
my best clothes as a security, and could scarcely thus escape
from being arrested. I then walked about six miles, to
Wolfenbuttel, went to an inn, and began again to live as if I
had plenty of money. Here I stayed two days, looking out for
an opportunity to run away; for I had now nothing remaining
to leave as a pledge. But the window of my room was too high
to allow of my escaping, by getting down at night. On the
second or third morning I went quietly out of the yard, and
then ran off; but being suspected and observed, and therefore

seen to go off, I was immediately called after, and so had to
return.

I now confessed my case, but found no mercy. I was
arrested, and taken between two soldiers to a police officer.
Being suspected by him to be a vagabond or thief, I was
examined for about three hours, and then sent to gaol (i.e.
prison). I now found myself, at the age of sixteen, an inmate of
the same dwelling with thieves and murderers, and treated
accordingly. My super ior manners profited nothing. For though,
as a particular favour, I received the f irst evening some meat
with my bread, I had the next day the common allowance of
the prisoners, very coarse bread and water, and for dinner
vegetables, but no meat. My situation was most wretched. I
was locked up in this place day and night, without permission
to leave my cell. The dinner was such that on the first day I
completely loathed it, and left it untouched. The second day I
took a little, the third day all, and the fourth and following days
I would fain have had more. On the second day I asked the
keeper for a Bible, not to consider its blessed contents, but to
pass away the time. However, I received none. Here then I was;
no creature with me; no book, no work in my hands, and large
iron rails before my narrow window.

During the second night I was awakened out of my sleep
by the rattling of the bolts and keys. Three men came into my
room. When I asked them in my fright what it meant, they
laughed at me, continuing quietly to try the iron rails, to see
whether I could escape. After a few days I found out that a
thief was imprisoned next to me, and, as far as a thick wooden
partition would allow of it, I conversed with him; and shortly
after the governor of the prison allowed him, as a favour to me,
to share my cell. We now passed away our time in relating our
adventures, and I was by this time so wicked, that I was not
satisfied with relating things of which I had been really guilty,
but I even invented stories to show what a famous fellow I was.

I waited in vain day after day to be liberated. After about
ten or twelve days my fellow prisoner and I disagreed, and
thus we two wretched beings, to increase our wretchedness,
spent day after day without conversing together. I was in prison
from December 18th, 1821, till January 12th, 1822, when the
keeper came and told me to go with him to the police office.
Here I found that the Commissioner, before whom I had been
tried, had first written to my uncle at Brunswick, and when he
had written in reply, that it was better to acquaint my father
with my conduct, the Commissioner had done so; and thus I
was kept in prison till my father sent the money which was
needed for my travelling expenses, to pay my debt in the inn,
and for my maintenance in the prison. So ungrateful was I
now, for certain little kindnesses shown to me by my fellow
prisoner, that, although I had promised to call on his sister, to
deliver a message from him, I omitted to do so; and so little
had I been benefited by this my chastisement, that, though I
was going home to meet an angry father, only two hours after I
had left the town where I had been imprisoned, I chose an
avowedly wicked person as my travelling companion for a great
par t of my journey.
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THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE MÜLLER

Outward Reformation
My father, who arrived two days af ter I had reached

Heimersleben, after having severely beaten me, took me home
to Schoenebeck, intending to keep me there till Easter, and
then to send me to a classical school at Halle, that I might be
under strict discipline and the continual instruction of a tutor.
In the meantime I took pupils, whom I instructed in Latin,
French, arithmetic, and German grammar. I now endeavoured,
by diligence in study, to regain the favour of my father. My
habits were, as to outward appearance, exemplary. I made
progress in my own studies, benefited my pupils, and was
soon liked by everybody around me, and in a short time my
father had forgotten all. But all this time I was in heart as bad
as ever; for I was still in secret habitually guilty of great sins.

Easter came, and on account of my good behaviour, my
diligence in study, and also because I was no expense to my
father, but earned much more than I cost him, I easily per-
suaded him to let me stay at home till Michaelmas. But after
that period he would not consent to my remaining any longer
with him, and therefore I left home, pretending to go to Halle
to be examined. But having a hearty dislike to the strict disci-
pline of which I had heard, and knowing also that I should
meet there young men attending the University with whom I
was acquainted, enjoying all the liberty of German students,
whilst I myself was still at school: for these and other reasons
I went to Nordhausen, and had myself examined by the direc-
tor of the gymnasium, to be received into that school. I then
went home, but never told my father a word of all this decep-
tion, till the day before my departure, which obliged me to
invent a whole chain of lies. He was then very angry; but, at
last, through my entreaties and persuasion, he gave way and
allowed me to go.

I continued at Nordhausen two years and six months, till
Easter, 1825. During this time I studied with considerable
diligence the Latin classics, French, history, my own language,
etc.; but did little in Hebrew, Greek, or mathematics. I lived in
the house of the director, and got, through my conduct, highly
into his favour, so much so, that I was held up by him in the
first class as an example to the rest, and he used to take me
regularly with him in his walks, to converse with me in Latin.
I used now to rise at four, winter and summer, and generally
studied all the day, with little exception, till ten at night.

But whilst I was thus outwardly gaining the esteem of my
fellow creatures, I did not care in the least about God, but
lived secretly in much sin, in consequence of which I was
taken ill, and for thirteen weeks confined to my room. During
my illness I had no real sorrow of heart, yet being under
certain natural impressions of religion, I read through
Klopstock’s works without wear iness. I cared nothing about
the Word of God. I had about three hundred books of my
own, but no Bible. I practically set a far higher value upon the
writings of Horace and Cicero, Voltaire and Moliere, than upon
the volume of inspiration. Now and then I felt that I ought to
become a different person, and I tried to amend my conduct,
particularly when I went to the Lord’s supper, as I used to do
twice every year, with the other young men. The day previous

to attending that ordinance, I used to refrain from certain things;
and on the day itself I was serious, and also swore once or
twice to God, with the emblem of the broken body in my
mouth, to become better, thinking that for the oath’s sake I
should be induced to reform. But after one or two days were
over I was as bad as before.

Sinful Ways
 I had now grown so wicked, that I could habitually tell

lies without blushing. And further to show how fearfully wicked
I was, I will mention, out of many others, only one great sin, of
which I was guilty, before I left this place. Through my dissi-
pated life I had contracted debts, which I had no means of
discharging; for my father could allow me only about as much
as I needed for my regular maintenance. One day, after having
received a sum of money from him, and having purposely
shown it to some of my companions, I afterwards feigned that
it was stolen, having myself by force injured the lock of my
trunk, and having also designedly forced open my guitar case.
I also feigned myself greatly frightened at what had happened,
ran into the director’s room with my coat off, and told him that
my money was stolen. I was greatly pitied. Some friends also
gave me now as much money as I pretended to have lost, and
the circumstance afforded me a ground upon which to ask my
creditors to wait longer. But this matter turned out bitterly; for
the director, having ground to suspect me, though he could
not prove anything, never fully restored me to his confidence.

As regards my own feeling, though I was very wicked, yet
this desperate act of depravity was too much, even for my
hardened conscience; for it never afterwards allowed me to feel
easy in the presence of the director’s wife, who, like a kind
mother, had waited on me in my illness, and on whom I had
now so willfully brought trouble. How long-suffering was God
at this time, not to destroy me at once! And how merciful that
He did not suffer me to be tried before the police, who easily
would have detected that the whole was a fabrication! I was
heartily glad for many reasons, but particularly on account of
this latter circumstance, to be able soon after to exchange the
school for the University.

Enters Halle University
I had now obtained what I had fondly looked forward to.

I became a member of the University, and that with very
honourable testimonials. I had thus obtained permission to
preach in the Lutheran Establishment, but I was as truly un-
happy and as far from God as ever. I had made strong resolu-
tions, now at last to change my course of life, for two reasons:
first, because, without it, I thought no parish would choose
me as their pastor; and secondly, that without a considerable
knowledge of divinity I should never get a good living; as the
obtaining of a valuable cure, in Prussia, generally depends
upon the degree which the candidates for the ministry obtain
in passing the examination. But the moment I entered Halle,
the University town, all my resolutions came to nothing. Being
now more than ever my own master, and without any control
as long as I did not fight a duel, molest the people in the
streets, etc., I renewed my prof ligate life afresh, though now a
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student of divinity. When my money was spent, I pawned my
watch and a part of my linen and clothes, or borrowed in other
ways. Yet in the midst of it all I had a desire to renounce this
wretched life, for I had no enjoyment in it, and had sense
enough left to see that the end one day or other would be
miserable; for I should never get a living. But I had no sorrow
of heart on account of offending God.

Friendship with Beta
One day when I was in a tavern with some of my wild

fellow-students, I saw among them one of my former
schoolfellows, named Beta, whom I formerly despised, be-
cause he was so quiet and serious. It now appeared well to me
to choose him as my friend, thinking that if I could but have
better companions, I should improve my own conduct.

This Beta was a backslider. When formerly he was so
quiet at school, I have reason to believe it was because the
Spirit of God was working on his heart ; but now, having
departed from the Lord, he tried to put off the ways of God
more and more, and to enjoy the world, of which he had
known but little before. I sought his friendship, because I
thought it would lead me to a steady life; and he gladly formed
an acquaintance with me, as he told me afterwards, because he
thought it would bring him into more immoral company. Thus
my poor foolish heart was again deceived. And yet, God, in
His abundant mercy, made him after all, in a way which was
never thought of by me, the instrument of doing me good, not
merely for time, but for eternity.

About this period, June, 1825, I was again taken ill in
consequence of my profligate and vicious life. My state of
health would therefore no longer allow me to go on in the
same course, but my desires were still unchanged. About the
end of July I recovered. After this, my conduct was outwardly
rather better; but this arose only from want of money. At the
commencement of August, Beta and I, with two other stu-
dents, drove about the country, for four days. All the money
for this expensive pleasure had been obtained by pledging
some of our remaining articles.

Trip to Switzerland
When we returned, instead of being truly sorry on ac-

count of this sin, we thought of fresh pleasures, and, as my
love for travelling was stronger than ever, through what I had
seen on this last journey, I proposed to my friends to set off for
Switzerland. The obstacles in the way, the want of money, and
the want of the passports, were removed by me. For, through
forged letters from our parents, we procured passports; and
through pledging all we could, particularly our books, we ob-
tained as much money as we thought would be enough. Beta
was one of the party.

On August 18th we left Halle. It will be enough to say
that we went as far as Mount Rigi in Switzerland. Forty-three
days we were, day after day, travelling, almost always on foot. I
had now obtained the desire of my heart. I had seen Switzer-
land. But still I was far from being happy. The Lord most
graciously preserved us from many calamitous circumstances,
which, but for His gracious providence, might have overtaken
us. But I did not see His hand at that time, as I have seen it
since. Sickness of one or more of us, or separation from one
another, which might have so easily befallen us, would have
brought us, being so far from home, and having but just as
much money as was absolutely needed, into a most miserable
condition. I was on this journey like Judas; for, having the
common purse, I was a thief. I so managed, that the journey
cost me but two-thirds of what it cost my friends. Oh! How
wicked was I now. At last all of us became tired of seeing even
the most beautiful views; and whilst at first, after having seen
certain places, I had been saying with Horace, at the end of the
day, in my pagan heart, “Vixi” (I have lived), I was now glad to
get home again.

September 29th we reached Halle, from whence each of
us, for the remainder of the vacation, went to his father ’s house.
I had now, by many lies, to satisfy my father concerning the
travelling expenses, and succeeded in deceiving him. During
the three weeks I stayed at home, I determined to live differ-
ently for the future. Once more the Lord showed me what
resolutions come to, when made in man’s s trength. I was dif-

City of Halle, about the time of Muller’s time living in
Halle, 1800. (City Archives)

City of Halle, 1900. (City Archives)
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ferent for a few days; but when the vacation was over, and fresh
students came, and, with them, fresh money, all was soon
forgotten.

At this time Halle was frequented by 1,260 students, about
900 of whom studied divinity, all of which 900 were allowed to
preach, although, I believe, not nine of them feared the Lord.

Conversion
The time was now come when God would have mercy

upon me. His love had been set upon such a wretch as I was
before the world was made. His love had sent His Son to bear
punishment on account of my sins, and to fulfil the law which
I had broken times without number. And now at a time when
I was as careless about Him as ever, He sent His Spirit into my
heart. I had no Bible, and had not read in it for years. I went
to church but seldom; but, from custom, I took the Lord’s
supper twice a year. I had never heard the gospel preached up
to the beginning of November, 1825. I had never met with a
person who told me that he meant, by the help of God, to live
according to the Holy Scriptures. In short, I had not the least
idea that there were any persons really different from myself,
except in degree.

One Saturday afternoon, about the middle of November,
1825, I had taken a walk with my friend Beta. On our return
he said to me that he was in the habit of going on Saturday
evenings to the house of a Christian, where there was a meet-
ing. On further enquiry he told me that they read the Bible,
sang, prayed, and read a printed sermon. No sooner had I
heard this, than it was to me as if I had found something after
which I had been seeking all my life long. I immediately wished
to go with my friend, who was not at once willing to take me;
for knowing me as an immoral young man, he thought I should
not like this meeting. At las t, however, he said he would call
for me. I would here mention that Beta seems to have had
conviction of sin, and probably also a degree of acquaintance
with the Lord, when about fifteen years old. Afterwards, being
in a cold and worldly state, he joined me in that sinful journey
to Switzer land. On his return, however, being extremely miser-
able, and convinced of his guilt, he made a full confession of
his sin to his father; and, whilst with him, sought the acquain-
tance of a Christian brother, named Richter. This Dr. Richter
gave him, on his return to the University, a letter of introduc-
tion to a believing tradesman, of the name of Wagner. It was
this brother in whose house the meeting was held.

We went together in the evening. As I did not know the
manners of believers, and the joy they have in seeing poor
sinners even in any measure caring about the things of God, I
made an apology for coming. The kind answer of this dear
brother I shall never forget. He said: “Come as often as you
please; house and heart are open to you.” We sat down and
sang a hymn. Then brother Kayser, afterwards a Missionary in
Africa in connection with the London Missionary Society, who
was then living at Halle, fell on his knees, and asked a blessing
on our meeting. This kneeling down made a deep impression
upon me; for I had never either seen any one on his knees,
nor had I ever prayed myself on my knees. He then read a
chapter and a printed sermon; for no regular meetings for

expounding the Scriptures were allowed in Prussia, except an
ordained clergyman was present. At the close we sang another
hymn, and then the master of the house prayed. Whilst he
prayed, my feeling was something like this: I could not pray as
well, though I am much more learned than this illiterate man.
The whole made a deep impression on me. I was happy;
though if I had been asked why I was happy, I could not have
clearly explained it.

When we walked home, I said to Beta, “All we have seen
on our journey to Switzerland, and all our former pleasures,
are as nothing in comparison with this evening.” Whether I
fell on my knees when I returned home, I do not remember;
but this I know, that I lay peaceful and happy in my bed. This
shows that the Lord may begin His work in different ways. For
I have not the least doubt that on that evening He began a
work of grace in me, though I obtained joy without any deep
sorrow of heart, and with scarcely any knowledge. That evening
was the turning point in my life. The next day, and Monday,
and once or twice besides, I went again to the house of this
brother, where I read the Scriptures with him and another
brother; for it was too long for me to wait till Saturday came
again.

Now my life became very different, though all sins were
not given up at once. My wicked companions were given up;
the going to taverns was entirely discontinued; the habitual
practice of telling falsehoods was no longer indulged in, but
still a few times after this I spoke an untruth. At the time when
this change took place, I was engaged in translating a novel out
of French into German for the press, in order to obtain the
means of gratifying my desire to see Paris. This plan about the
journey was now given up, though I had not light enough to
give up the work in which I was engaged, but finished it. The
Lord, however, most remarkably put various obstacles in the
way and did not allow me to sell the manuscript. At last,
seeing that the whole was wrong, I determined never to sell it,
and was enabled to abide by this determination. The manu-
script was burnt.

I now no longer lived habitually in sin, though I was still
often overcome, and sometimes even by open sins, though far
less frequently than before, and not without sorrow of heart. I
read the Scriptures, prayed often, loved the brethren, went to
church from right motives, and stood on the side of Christ,
though laughed at by my fellow students.

What all the exhortations and precepts of my father and
others could not effect; what all my own resolutions could not
bring about, even to renounce a life of sin and prof ligacy ; I was
enabled to do, constrained by the love of Jesus. The indi-
vidual who desires to have his sins forgiven, must seek for it
through the blood of Jesus. The individual who desires to get
power over sin, must likewise seek it through the blood of
Jesus.
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The Convictions and
Teachings of George

Müller
In the following pages are found a few of George Müller’s convictions and

teachings that have been most used of the Lord to shape our lives and ministries.



12 HeartCry Missionary Society,  August  - September 05

THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE MÜLLER

A Common Faith (1842)
I desire that all the children of God, who may read

these details, may thereby be led to increased and more

simple confidence in God for everything which they may

need under any circumstances, and that these many an-

swers to prayer may encourage them to pray, particularly

as regards the conversion of their friends and relatives,

their own progress in grace and knowledge, the state of

the saints whom they may know personally, the state of

the Church of God at large, and the success of the preach-

ing of the gospel. Especially I affectionately warn them

against being led away by the device of Satan, to think that

these things are peculiar to me, and

cannot be enjoyed by all the chil-

dren of God; for though, as has been

stated before, every believer is not

called upon to establish Orphan

Houses, Charity Schools, etc., and

trust in the Lord for means, yet all

believers are called upon, in the

simple confidence of faith, to cast

all their burdens upon Him; to trust

in Him for everything, and not only

to make everything a subject of

prayer, but to expect answers to their

petitions which they have asked ac-

cording to His will, and in the name

of the Lord Jesus.— Think not, dear

reader, that I have the gift of faith,

that is, the gift of which we read in I

Corinthians 12:9, and which is men-

tioned along with “the gifts of heal-

ing,” “the working of miracles,”

“prophecy,” and that on that account I am able to trust in

the Lord...

From my inmost soul I do ascribe it to God alone that

He has enabled me to trust in Him, and that He has not

suffered my confidence in Him to fail. But I thought it need-

ful to make these remarks, lest anyone should think that

my depending upon God was a particular gift given to me,

which other saints have no right to look for; or lest it should

be thought that this my depending upon Him had only to

do with the obtaining of MONEY by prayer and faith. By

the grace of God I desire that my faith in God should extend

towards EVERY thing, the smallest of my own temporal

and spiritual concerns, and the smallest of the temporal

and spiritual concerns of my family, towards the saints

among whom I labour, the Church at large, everything that

has to do with the temporal and spiritual prosperity of the

Scriptural Knowledge Institution, etc. Dear reader, do not

think that I have attained in faith (and how much less in

other respects!) to that degree to which I might and ought

to attain.

Lastly, let not Satan deceive you in making you think

that you could not have the same faith, but that it is only

for persons who are situated as I am. When I lose such a

thing as a key, I ask the Lord to direct me to it, and I look for

an answer to my prayer; when a person with whom I have

made an appointment does not come at the fixed time, and

I begin to be inconvenienced by it, I ask the Lord to be

pleased to hasten him to me, and I look for an answer;

when I do not understand a passage of the Word of God, I

lift up my heart to the Lord, that He would be pleased, by

His holy Spirit, to instruct me, and I expect to be taught,

though I do not fix the time when, and the manner how, it

should be; when I am going to minister in the Word, I seek

help from the Lord, and while I, in the consciousness of

natural inability as well as utter un-

worthiness, begin this His service,

I am not cast down, but of good

cheer, because I look for His as-

sistance, and believe that He, for

His dear Son’s sake, will help me.

Oh! I beseech you, do not think

me an extraordinary believer, hav-

ing privileges above other of

God’s dear children, which they

cannot have; nor look on my way

of acting as something that would

not do for other believers. Make

but trial! Do but stand still in the

hour of trial, and you will see the

help of God, if you trust in Him.

But there is so often a forsaking

the ways of the Lord in the hour

of trial, and thus the food of faith,

the means whereby our faith may

be increased, is lost.

Strengthening Faith (1842)
This leads me to the following important point. You

ask, “How may I, a true believer, have my faith strength-

ened?” The answer is this :

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from

above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,

with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of

turning” (James i. 17).

As the increase of faith is a good gift, it must come

from God, and therefore He ought to be asked for this

blessing. The following means, however, ought to be used:

(1) The careful reading of the Word of God, combined

with meditation on it. Through reading of the Word of God,

and especially through meditation on the Word of God, the

believer becomes more and more acquainted with the na-

ture and character of God, and thus sees more and more,

besides His holiness and justice, what a kind, loving, gra-

Müller on Faith
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cious, merciful, mighty, wise, and faithful Being He is, and,

therefore, in poverty, affliction of body, bereavement in his

family, difficulty in his service, want of a situation or em-

ployment, he will repose upon the ability of God to help

him, because he has not only learned from His Word that

He is of almighty power and infinite wisdom, but he has

also seen instance upon instance in the Holy Scriptures in

which His almighty power and infinite wisdom have been

actually exercised in helping and delivering His people;

and he will repose upon the willingness of God to help him,

because he has not only learned from the Scriptures what

a kind, good, merciful, gracious, and faithful Being God is,

but because he has also seen in the Word of God, how in a

great variety of instances He has proved Himself to be so.

And the consideration of this, if God has become known to

us through prayer and meditation on His own Word, will

lead us, in general at least, with a measure of confidence to

rely upon Him: and thus meditation on the Word of God,

will be one special means to strengthen our faith.

(2) As with reference to the growth of every grace of

the Spirit, it is of the utmost importance that we seek to

maintain an upright heart and a good conscience, and,

therefore, do not knowingly and habitually indulge in those

things which are contrary to the mind of God, so it is also

particularly the case with reference to the growth in faith.

How can I possibly continue to act in faith upon God,

concerning anything, if I am habitually grieving Him, and

seek to detract from the glory and honour of Him in whom

I profess to trust, upon whom I profess to depend?  All my

confidence towards God, all my leaning upon Him in the

hour of trial, will be gone, if I have a guilty conscience, and

do not seek to put away this guilty conscience, but still

continue to do things which are contrary to the mind of

God. And if, in any particular instance, I cannot trust in

God, because of the guilty conscience, then my faith is

weakened by that instance of distrust; for faith with every

fresh trial of it, either increases by trusting God, and thus

getting help, or it decreases by not trusting Him; and then

there is less and less power of looking simply and directly

to Him, and a habit of self-dependence is begotten or en-

couraged. One or the other of these will always be the case

in each particular instance. Either we trust in God, and in

that case we neither trust in ourselves, nor in our fellow-

men, nor in circumstances, nor in anything besides; or we

DO trust in one or more of these, and in that case do NOT

trust in God.

(3) If we, indeed, desire our faith to be strengthened,

we should not shrink from opportunities where our faith

may be tried, and, therefore, through the trial, be strength-

ened. In our natural state we dislike dealing with God alone.

Through our natural alienation from God we shrink from

Him, and from eternal realities. This cleaves to us, more or

less, even after our regeneration. Hence it is, that more or

less, even as believers, we have the same shrinking from

standing with God alone,— from depending upon Him

alone,— from looking to Him alone :— and yet this is the

very position in which we ought to be, if we wish our faith

to be strengthened. The more I am in a position to be tried

in faith with reference to my body, my family, my service for

the Lord, my business, etc., the more shall I have opportu-

nity of seeing God’s help and deliverance; and every fresh

instance, in which He helps and delivers me, will tend to-

wards the increase of my faith. On this account, therefore,

the believer should not shrink from situations, positions,

circumstances, in which his faith may be tried; but should

cheerfully embrace them as opportunities where he may

see the hand of God stretched out on his behalf, to help

and deliver him, and whereby he may thus have his faith

strengthened.

(4) The last important point for the strengthening of

our faith is, that we let God work for us, when the hour of

the trial of our faith comes, and do not work a deliverance

of our own. Wherever God has given faith, it is given, among

other reasons, for the very purpose of being tried. Yea,

however weak our faith may be, God will try it; only with

this restriction, that as in every way He leads on gently,

gradually, patiently, so also with reference to the trial of our

faith. At first our faith will be tried very little in comparison

with what it may be afterwards; for God never lays more

upon us than He is willing to enable us to bear. Now when

the trial of faith comes, we are naturally inclined to distrust

God, and to trust rather in ourselves, or in our friends, or in

circumstances. We will rather work a deliverance of our

own somehow or other, than simply look to God and wait

for His help. But if we do not patiently wait for God’s help,

if we work a deliverance of our own, then at the next trial of

our faith it will be thus again, we shall be again inclined to

deliver ourselves; and thus, with every fresh instance of

that kind, our faith will decrease; whilst, on the contrary,

were we to stand still, in order to see the salvation of God,

to see His hand stretched out on our behalf, trusting in Him

alone, then our faith would be increased, and, with every

fresh case in which the hand of God is stretched out on our

behalf in the hour of the trial of our faith, our faith would be

increased yet more. Would the believer, therefore, have his

faith strengthened, he must, especially, give time to God,

who tries his faith in order to prove to His child, in the end,

how willing He is to help and deliver him, the moment it is

good for him.

The Life of Faith (1855)
Excerpt taken from “The Autobiography of George

Muller,” pp.226-227

If anyone desires to live a life of faith and trust in God he

must:

1. Not merely say that he trusts in God but must really do

so. Often individuals profess to trust in God, but they

embrace every opportunity where they may directly or

indirectly tell someone about their need. I do not say it

is wrong to make known our financial situation, but it

hardly displays trust in God to expose our needs for

the sake of getting other people to help us. God will

take us at our word. If we do trust in Him, we must be

satisfied to stand with Him alone.
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1. We consider every believer bound, in one way or other,

to help the cause of Christ, and we have scriptural

warrant for expecting the Lord’s blessing on our work

of faith and labor of love; and although, according to

Matthew 13:24-43, II Timothy 3:1-13, and many other

passages, the world will not be converted before the

coming of our Lord Jesus, still, while He tarries, all

scriptural means should be employed for the ingather-

ing of the elect of God.

2. The Lord helping us, we do not mean to seek the pa-

tronage of the world; i.e., we never intend to ask un-

converted persons of rank or wealth to support this

institution, because this, we consider, would be dis-

honorable to the Lord. “In the name of our God we will

set up our banners” (Psalm 20:5). He alone shall be our

patron, and if He helps us we will prosper; and if He is

not on our side, we will not succeed.

3. We do not mean to ask unbelievers for money (II

Corinthians 6:14-18); though we do not feel ourselves

warranted to refuse their contributions, if they, of their

own accord, should offer them. (See Acts 28:2, 10).

4. We reject altogether the help of unbelievers in manag-

ing or carrying on the affairs of the institution. (See II

Corinthians 6:14-18.)

5. We intend never to enlarge the field of labor by con-

tracting debts (Romans 13:8), and afterward appealing

to the Church of God for help, because this we con-

sider to be opposed both to the letter and the spirit of

the New Testament; but in secret prayer, God helping

us, we shall carry the wants of the institution to the

Lord, and act according to the means that God shall

give.

6. We do not mean to reckon the success of the institu-

tion by the amount of money given or the number of

Bibles distributed, but by the Lord’s blessing on the

work (Zechariah 4:6); and we expect this, in the pro-

portion in which He shall help us to wait upon Him in

prayer.

7. While we would avoid needless separation, we desire

to go on simply according to Scripture, without com-

promising the truth; at the same time thankfully re-

ceiving any instruction which experienced believers,

after prayer, upon scriptural ground, may have to give

us concerning the institution.

The Faith Principles of Ministry (1824)

2. The individual who desires to live this way must be

content whether he is rich or poor. He must be willing

to live in abundance or in poverty. He must be willing

to leave this world without any possessions.

3. He must be willing to take the money in God’s way, not

merely in large sums, but in small. Many times I have

had a single shilling given to me. To have refused

such tokens of Christian love would have been ungra-

cious.

4. He must be willing to live as the Lord’s steward. If

anyone does not give out of the blessings which the

Lord gives to him, then the Lord, who influences the

hearts of His children to give, would soon cause those

channels to be dried up. My good income increased

even more when I determined that, by God’s help, His

poor and His work would be helped by my money.

From that time on, the Lord was pleased to entrust me

with more.
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Seeking First the Kingdom (1844)
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His

righteousness: and all these things shall be

added unto you” (Matthew 5:33).

After our Lord, in the previous verses, had been point-

ing His disciples to “the fowls of the air,” and “the lilies of

the field,” in order that they should be without carefulness

about the necessaries of life, He adds: “Therefore take not

thought (literally, “be not anxious”) saying, What shall we

eat? or, What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall we be

clothed? (for after all these things do the Gentiles seek) for

your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all

these things.” Observe here particularly that we, the chil-

dren of God, should be different from the nations of the

earth, from those who have no Father in heaven, and who

therefore make it their great business, their first anxious

concern, what they shall eat, and what they shall drink,

and wherewithal they shall be clothed. We, the children of

God, should, as in every other respect, so in this particular

also, be different from the world, and prove to the world

that we believe that we have a Father in heaven, who

knoweth that we have need of all these things. The fact

that our almighty Father, who is full of infinite love to us

His children, and who has proved to us His love in the gift

of His only begotten Son, and His almighty power in rais-

ing Him from the dead, knows that we have need of these

things, should remove all anxiety from our minds.

There is, however, one thing which we ought to at-

tend to, with reference to our temporal necessities; it is

mentioned in our verse: “But seek ye first the kingdom of

God and His righteousness.” The great business which

the disciple of the Lord Jesus has to be concerned about

(for this word was spoken to disciples, to professed be-

lievers) is, to seek the kingdom of God, i.e., to seek, as I

view it, after the external and internal prosperity of the

Church of God. If, according to our ability, and according

to the opportunity which the Lord gives us, we seek to win

souls for the Lord Jesus, that appears to me to be seeking

the external prosperity of the kingdom of God; and, if we,

as members of the body of Christ, seek to benefit our fel-

low members in the body, helping them on in grace and

truth, or caring for them in any way to their edification, that

would be seeking the internal prosperity of the kingdom of

God. But in connection with this we have also to “seek His

righteousness,” which means (as it was spoken to dis-

ciples, to those who have a Father in heaven, and not to

those who were without), to seek to be more and more like

God, to seek to be inwardly conformed to the mind of God

— If these two things are attended to (and they imply also

that we are not slothful in business), then do we come

under that precious promise: “And all these things (that is

food, raiment, or any thing else that is needful for this

present life) shall be added unto you.” It is not for attend-

ing to these two things that we obtain the blessing, but in

attending to them.

I now ask you, my dear reader, a few questions in all

love, because I do seek your welfare, and I do not wish to

put these questions to you, without putting them first to

my own heart. Do you make it your primary business, your

first great concern, to seek the kingdom of God and His

righteousness? Are the things of God, the honour of His

name, the welfare of His Church, the conversion of sin-

ners, and the profit of your own soul, your chief aim? Or,

does your business, or your family, or your own temporal

concerns, in some shape or other primarily occupy your

attention?

I never knew a child of God who acted according to

the above passage, in whose experience the Lord did not

fulfill His word of promise, “All these things shall be added

unto you.”

Treasures in Heaven (1844)
In Matthew 6:19-21, it is written: “Lay not up for your-

selves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth

corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal, but

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither

moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break

through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will

your heart be also.” — Observe, dear reader, the following

points concerning this part of the divine testimony:

(1) It is the Lord Jesus, our Lord and Master, who

speaks this as the lawgiver of His people. He who has

infinite wisdom and unfathomable love to us, who there-

fore knows what is for our real welfare and happiness, and

who cannot exact from us any requirement inconsistent

with that love which led Him to lay down His life for us.

Remembering then, who it is who speaks to us in these

verses, let us consider them:

(2) His counsel, His affectionate entreaty, and His com-

mandment to us His disciples is: “Lay not up for your-

selves treasures upon earth.” The meaning obviously is,

that the disciples of the Lord Jesus, being strangers and

pilgrims on earth, i.e., neither belonging to the earth nor

expecting to remain in it, should not seek to increase their

earthly possessions, in whatever these possessions may

consist. This is a word for poor believers as well as for rich

believers.

(3) Our Lord says concerning the earth, that it is a

place “where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves

break through and steal.” All that is of the earth, and in any

way connected with it, is subject to corruption, to change,

to dissolution. There is no reality, or substance, in any-

thing else but in heavenly things. Often the careful amass-

ing of earthly possessions ends in losing them in a mo-

ment by fire, by robbery, by a change of mercantile con-

cerns, by loss of work, etc.; but suppose all this were not

the case, still, yet a little while, and thy soul shall be re-

Müller on the Kingdom and its Treasures
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quired of thee; or, yet a little while, and the Lord Jesus will

return; and what profit shalt thou then have, dear reader, if

thou hast carefully sought to increase thy earthly posses-

sions? My brother, if there were one particle of real benefit

to be derived from it, would not He, whose love to us has

been proved to the utmost, have wished that you and I

should have it? If, in the least degree, it could tend to the

increase of our peace, or joy in the Holy Ghost, or heav-

enly-mindedness, He, who laid down His life for us, would

have commanded us, to “LAY UP treasure upon earth.”

(4) Our Lord does not merely bid us not to lay up

treasure upon earth; if He had said no more, this command-

ment might be abused, and persons find in it an encour-

agement for their extravagant habits, their love of pleasure,

and their habit of spending everything they have, or can

obtain, upon themselves. It does not mean, then, as is the

common phrase, that we should “live up to our income;”

for, He adds: “But lay up for yourselves treasures in

heaven.” There is such a thing as laying up in heaven as

truly as there is laying up on earth; if it were not so, our

Lord would not have said so. Just as persons put one sum

after another into the bank, and it is put down to their

credit, and they may use the money afterwards: so truly

the penny, the shilling, the pound, the hundred pounds,

the ten thousand pounds, given for the Lord’s sake, and

constrained by the love of Christ, to poor brethren, or in

any way spent in the work of God, He marks down in the

book of remembrance, He considers as laid up in heaven.

The money is not lost, it is laid up in the bank of heaven,

yet so, that, whilst an earthly bank may break, or through

earthly circumstances we may lose our earthly posses-

sions, the money, thus secured in heaven, cannot be lost.

But this is by no means the only difference. I notice a

few more points. Treasures laid up on earth bring along

with them many cares; treasures laid up in heaven never

give care. Treasures laid up on earth never can afford spiri-

tual joy; treasures laid up in heaven bring along with them

peace and joy in the Holy Ghost even now. Treasures laid

up on earth, in a dying hour cannot afford peace and com-

fort, and when life is over, they are taken from us; trea-

sures laid up in heaven draw forth thanksgiving, that we

were permitted and counted worthy to serve the Lord with

the means with which He was pleased to entrust us as

stewards; and when this life is over we are not deprived of

what was laid up there, but when we go to heaven we go

to the place where our treasures are, and we shall find

them there. Often we hear it said when a person has died:

he died worth so much. But whatever be the phrases com-

mon in the world, it is certain that a person may die worth

fifty thousand pounds sterling, as the world reckons, and

yet that individual may not possess, in the sight of God,

one thousand pounds sterling, because he was not rich

towards God, he did not lay up treasures in heaven.

Dear reader, does your soul long to be rich towards

God, to lay up treasures in heaven? The world passes

away and the lust thereof! Yet a little while, and our stew-

ardship will be taken from us. At present we have the op-

portunity of serving the Lord, with our time, our talents,

our bodily strength, our gifts, and also with our property;

but shortly this opportunity may cease. Oh! How shortly

it may cease. Before ever this is read by anyone, I may

have fallen asleep; and the very next day after you have

read this, dear reader, you may fall asleep, and therefore,

whilst we have the opportunity, let us serve the Lord – I
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The child of God has been bought with the “precious

blood of the Christ,” and is altogether His property, with all

that he possesses: his bodily strength, his mental strength,

his ability of every kind, his trade, business, art, profes-

sion, his property, etc.; for it is written: “Ye are not your

own; for ye are bought with a price” (I Corinthians 6:19,

20). The proceeds of our calling are therefore not our own

in the sense of using them as our natural heart wishes us to

do, whether to spend them on the gratification of our pride,

or our love of pleasure, or sensual indulgences, or to lay

by the money for ourselves or our children, or use it in any

way as we naturally like; but we have to stand before our

Lord and Master, whose stewards we are, to seek to ascer-

tain His will, how He will have us use the proceeds of our

calling. But is this indeed the spirit in which the children of

God generally are engaged in their calling? It is but too well

known that it is not the case! Can we then wonder at it, that

even God’s own dear children should so often be found

greatly in difficulty with regard to their calling, and be found

so often complaining about stagnation or competition in

trade, and the difficulties of the times, though there have

been given to them such precious promises as: “Seek ye

first the kingdom of God and His righteousness; and all

these things shall be added unto you;” or “Let your con-

versation (disposition or turn of mind) be without covet-

ousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for

He hath said, ‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee’”

(Hebrews 13:5.)?  Is it not obvious enough, that, when our

Heavenly Father sees that we His children do, or would,

use the proceeds of our calling, as our natural mind would

desire, He either cannot at all entrust us with means, or will

be obliged to decrease them? No wise and really affection-

ate mother will permit her infant to play with a razor, or with

fire, however much the child may desire to have them; and

so the love and wisdom of our Heavenly Father will not,

cannot, entrust us with pecuniary means (except it be in

the way of chastisement, or to show us finally their utter

vanity), if He sees that we do not desire to possess them as

stewards for Him, in order that we may spend them as He

Müller on Stewardship
may point out to us by His Holy Spirit, through His Word.

In connection with this I give a few hints to the be-

lieving reader on three passages of the Word of God. In I

Corinthians 16:2, we find it written to the brethren at

Corinth, “Upon the first day of the week let every one of

you lay by him in store, as God has prospered him.” A

contribution for the poor saints in Judea was to be made,

and the brethren at Corinth were exhorted to put by every

Lord’s day, according to the measure of success which

the Lord had been pleased to grant them in their calling

during the week. Now, ought not the saints in our day also

to act according to this word? There is no passage in the

Word of God telling us not to do so, and it is altogether in

accordance with our pilgrim character, not only once or

twice, or four times a year, to see how much we can afford

to give to the poor saints, or to the work of God in any

way, but to seek to settle it weekly...

It might also be said by a brother whose earnings are

small, “Should I also give according to my earnings?  They

are already so small, that my wife can only with the great-

est difficulty manage to make them sufficient for the fam-

ily.” My reply is: Have you ever considered, my brother,

that the very reason why the Lord is obliged to let your

earnings remain so small, may be the fact of your spend-

believe, and therefore I speak. My own soul is so fully

assured of the wisdom and love of the Lord toward us His

disciples as expressed in this Word, that by His grace I do

most heartily set my seal to the preciousness of the com-

mand, and I do from my inmost soul not only desire not to

lay up treasures upon earth, but, believing as I do what the

Lord says, I do desire to have grace to lay up treasures in

heaven.

(5) The Lord lastly adds: “For where your treasure is,

there will your heart be also.” Where should the heart of

the disciple of the Lord Jesus be, but in heaven? Our call-

ing is a heavenly calling; our inheritance is a heavenly

inheritance; our citizenship is in heaven; but if we believ-

ers in the Lord Jesus lay up treasures on earth, the neces-

sary result of it is, that our hearts will be upon earth; nay,

the very fact of our doing so proves that they are there!

Nor will it be otherwise, till there be a ceasing to lay up

treasures upon earth. The believer who lays up treasures

upon earth may, at first, not live openly in sin; he in a

measure may yet bring some honour to the Lord in certain

things; but the injurious tendencies of this habit will show

themselves more and more, whilst the habit of laying up

treasures in heaven would draw the heart more and more

heavenward; would be continually strengthening his new,

his divine nature, his spiritual faculties, because it would

call his spiritual faculties into use, and thus they would be

strengthened; and he would more and more, whilst yet in

the body, have his heart in heaven, and set upon heavenly

things; and thus the laying up treasures in heaven would

bring along with it, even in this life, precious spiritual bless-

ings as a reward of obedience.
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ing everything upon yourselves, and that, if He were to

give you more, you would only use it to increase your own

family comfort, instead of looking about to see who among

the brethren are sick, or who have no work at all, that you

might help them, or how you might assist the work of God at

home and abroad? There is a great temptation for a brother

whose earnings are small, to put off the responsibility of

assisting the needy and sick saints, or helping on the work

of God, and to lay it upon the few rich brethren and sisters

with whom he is associated in fellowship, and thus rob his

own soul!

It might be asked, “How much shall I give of my in-

come?  The tenth part, or the fifth part, or the third part, or

one half, of more?”  My reply is, God lays down no rule

concerning this point. What we do we should do cheerfully

and not of necessity. But if even Jacob, with the first dawn-

ing of spiritual light (Genesis 28:22), promised to God the

tenth of all He should give to him, how much ought we

believers in the Lord Jesus to do for Him? We, whose call-

ing is a heavenly one, and who know distinctly that we are

children of God and joint heirs with the Lord Jesus!  Yet do

all the children of God give even the tenth part of what the

Lord gives them?

In connection with I Corinthians 16:2, I would mention

two other portions:

(1) “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar-

ingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also boun-

tifully” (II Corinthains 9:6).  It is certain that we children of

God are so abundantly blessed in Jesus, by the grace of

God, that we ought to need no stimulus to good works. The

forgiveness of our sins, the having been made for ever the

children of God, the having before us the Father’s house as

our home, these blessings ought to be sufficient motives to

constrain us in love and gratitude to serve God abundantly

all the days of our life, and cheerfully also to give up, as He

may call for it, that with which He has entrusted us of the

things of this world. But whilst this is the case, the Lord

nevertheless holds out to us in His Holy Word motives

why we should serve Him, deny ourselves, use our prop-

erty for Him, etc.; and the last mentioned passage is one of

that kind. The verse is true, both with reference to the life

that is now and that which is to come. If we have been

sparingly using our property for Him, there will have been

little treasure laid up in heaven, and therefore a small

amount of capital will be found in the world to come, so far

as regards reaping. Again, we shall reap bountifully if we

seek to be rich towards God, by abundantly using our

means for Him, whether in ministering to the necessities of

the poor saints, or using otherwise our pecuniary means

for His work.

Dear brethren, these are realities! Very shortly, will

come the reaping time, and then will be the question,

whether we shall reap sparingly or bountifully — But while

this passage refers to the life hereafter, it also refers to the

life that now is. Just as now the love of Christ constrains

us to communicate of that with which the Lord entrusts

us, so will be the present reaping, both with regard to

spiritual and temporal things. Should there be found there-

fore in a brother the want of entering into his position as

being merely a steward for the Lord in his calling, and

should he give no heed to the admonitions of the Holy

Ghost to communicate to those who are in need, or to help

the work of God; then, can such a brother be surprised

that he meets with great difficulties in his calling, and that

he cannot get on? This is according to the Lord’s Word.

He is sowing sparingly, and he therefore reaps sparingly.

But should the love of Christ constrain a brother, out of

the earnings of his calling to sow bountifully, he will even

in this life reap bountifully, both with regard to blessings

in his soul and with regard to temporal things.

Consider in this connection the following passage,

which, though taken from the Book of Proverbs, is not of

a Jewish character, but true concerning believers under

the present dispensation also: “There is that scattereth,

and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more

than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul

shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered

also himself” (Proverbs 11:24-25).

(2) In connection with I Corinthians 16:2, I would also

direct my brethren in the Lord to the promise made in Luke

6:38, “Give and it shall be given unto you: good measure,

pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,

shall men give into your bosom. For with the same mea-

sure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”

This refers evidently to the present dispensation, and evi-
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dently in its primary meaning to temporal things. Now let

anyone, constrained by the love of Christ, act according to

this passage; let him on the first day of the week communi-

cate as the Lord has prospered him, and he will see that the

Lord will act according to what is contained in this verse. If

pride constrain us to give, if self-righteousness make us

liberal, if natural feeling induce us to communicate, or if we

give whilst we are in a state of insolvency, not possessing

more perhaps than ten shillings in the pound were our

creditors to come upon us; then we cannot expect to have

this verse fulfilled in our experience; nor should we give at

any time for the sake of receiving again from others, ac-

cording to this verse; but if indeed the love of Christ con-

strain us to communicate according to the ability which

the Lord gives us, then we shall have this verse fulfilled in

our experience, though this was not the motive that in-

duced us to give. Somehow or other the Lord will abun-

dantly repay us through the instrumentality of our fellow

men, what we are doing for His poor saints, or in any way

for His work; and we shall find that in the end we are not

losers, even with reference to temporal things, whilst we

communicate liberally of the things of this life.

Here it might be remarked: But if it be so, that even in

this life, and with regard to temporal things it is true, that

“To him that gives shall be given, good measure, pressed

down, and shaken together, and running over,” and that

“He which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully,”

then in the end the most liberal persons would be exceed-

ingly rich.

Concerning this we have to keep in mind, that the

moment persons were to begin to give for the sake of re-

ceiving more back again from the Lord through the instru-

mentality of their fellow men, than they have given; or the

moment persons wished to alter their way, and no more go

on sowing bountifully, but sparingly, in order to increase

their possessions, whilst God is allowing them to reap boun-

tifully, the river of God’s bounty towards them would no

longer continue to flow. God had supplied them abundantly

with means, because He saw them act as stewards for Him.

He had entrusted them with a little which they used for

Him, and He therefore entrusted them with more; and if

they had continued to use the much also for Him, He would

have still more abundantly used them as instruments to

scatter abroad His bounties. The child of God must be

willing to be a channel through which God’s bounties flow,

both with regard to temporal and spiritual things. This chan-

nel is narrow and shallow at first, it may be; yet there is

room for some of the waters of God’s bounty to pass

through. And if we cheerfully yield ourselves as channels,

for this purpose, then the channel becomes wider and

deeper, and the waters of the bounty of God can pass

through more abundantly. Dropping figurative language it

is thus: At first we may be instrumental in communicating

£5 or £10 or £20 or £50 or £100 or £200 per year, but after-

wards double as much; and if we are still more faithful in

our stewardship, after a year or two four times as much,

afterwards perhaps eight times as much, at last perhaps

twenty times or fifty times as much. We cannot limit the

extent to which God may use us as instruments in commu-

nicating blessing, both temporal and spiritual, if we are

willing to yield ourselves as instruments to the living God,

and are content to be only instruments, and to give Him all

the glory. But with regard to temporal things it will be thus,

that if indeed we walk according to the mind of God in

these things, whilst more and more we become instruments

of blessing to others, we shall not seek to enrich ourselves,

but be content when the last day of another year finds us

still in the body, to possess no more than on the last day of

the previous year, or even considerably less, whilst we

have been, however, in the course of the year the instru-

ments of communicating largely to others, through the

means with which the Lord had entrusted us.

As to my own soul, by the grace of God it would be a

burden to me to find, that I was increasing in earthly pos-

session; for it would be a plain proof to me that I had not

been acting as a steward for God, and had not been yield-

ing myself as a channel for the waters of God’s bounty to

pass through. I also cannot but bear my testimony here,

that in whatever feeble measure God has enabled me to act

according to these truths for the last sixty-four years and a

half, I have found it to be profitable, most profitable to my

own soul, and, as to temporal things, I never was a loser in

doing so, but I have most abundantly found the truth of II

Corinthians 9:6, and Luke 6:38, and Proverbs 11:24-25, veri-

fied in my own experience. I only have to regret that I have

acted so little according to what I have now been stating,

but my godly purpose is, by the help of God, to spend the

remainder of my days in practicing these truths more than

ever; and I am sure, that, when I am brought to the close of

my earthly pilgrimage, either by death, or by the appear-

ing of our Lord Jesus, I shall not have the least regret in

having done so, and I know that should I leave my dear

child behind, the Lord will abundantly provide for her, and

prove that there has been a better provision made for her

than her father could have made, if he had sought to in-

sure his life or lay up money for her.
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“And truly our fellowship is with the Father, and

with His Son Jesus Christ.”

I John 1:3

Observe: (I) The words “fellowship,” “communion,”

“co-participation,” and “partnership,” mean the same. (2)

The believer in the Lord Jesus does not only obtain for-

giveness of all his sins (as he does through the shedding

of the blood of Jesus, by faith in His name); does not only

become a righteous one before God (through the righteous-

ness of the Lord Jesus, by faith in His name); is not only

begotten again, born of God, and partaker of the divine

nature, and therefore a child of God and an heir of God; but

he is also in fellowship or partnership with God. Now, so

far as regards God, and our standing in the Lord Jesus, we

have this blessing once for all; nor does it allow of either

an increase or a decrease. Just as God’s love to us believ-

ers, His children, is unalterably the same (whatever may be

the manifestations of that love), and as His peace with us

is the same (however much our peace may be disturbed),

so it is also with regard to our being in fellowship or part-

nership with Him: it remains unalterably the same, so far as

God is concerned. But then (3) there is an experimental

fellowship, or partnership, with the Father and with His

Son, which consists in this, that all which we possess in

God, as being the partners with God, is brought down into

our daily life, is enjoyed, experienced, and used. This ex-

perimental fellowship, or partnership, allows of an increase

or a decrease, in the measure in which faith is in exercise,

and in which we are entering into what we have received in

the Lord Jesus. The measure in which we enjoy this experi-

mental fellowship with the Father and with the Son is with-

out limit; for without limit we may make use of our partner-

ship with the Father and with the Son, and draw by prayer

and faith out of the inexhaustible fullness which there is in

God.

Let us take a few instances in order to see the practical

working of this experimental partnership with the Father

and with the Son. Suppose there are two believing parents

who were not brought to the knowledge of the truth until

some years after the Lord had given them several children.

Their children were brought up in sinful, evil ways, whilst

the parents did not know the Lord. Now the parents reap

as they sowed. They suffer from having set an evil example

before their children; for their children are unruly and be-

have most improperly. What is now to be done? Need such

parents despair? No. The first thing they have to do is, to

make confession of their sins to God, with regard to ne-

glecting their children whilst they were themselves living

in sin, and then to remember that they are in partnership

with God, and therefore to be of good courage though

they are in themselves still utterly insufficient for the task

of managing their children. They have in themselves nei-

ther the wisdom, nor the patience, nor the long-suffering,

Müller on Partnership with God
nor the gentleness, nor the meekness, nor the love, nor the

decision and firmness, nor anything else that may be need-

ful in dealing with their children aright. But their Heavenly

Father has all this. The Lord Jesus possesses all this. And

they are in partnership with the Father, and with the Son,

and therefore they can obtain by prayer and faith all they

need out of the fullness of God. I say by prayer and faith,

for we have to make known our need to God in prayer, ask

His help, and then we have to believe that He will give us

what we need. Prayer alone is not enough. We may pray

never so much, yet if we do not believe that God will give

us what we need, we have no reason to expect that we shall

receive what we have asked for. So then these parents

would need to ask God to give them the needful wisdom,

patience, long-suffering, gentleness, meekness, love, de-

cision, firmness, and whatever else they may judge they

need. They may in humble boldness remind their Heavenly

Father that His Word assures them that they are in partner-

ship with Him, and, as they themselves are lacking in these

particulars, ask Him to supply their need; and then they

have to believe that God will do it, and they will receive

according to their need.

Another instance: Suppose I am so situated in my

business that day by day such difficulties arise, that I con-

tinually find that I take wrong steps, by reason of these

great difficulties. How may the case be altered for the bet-

ter? In myself I see no remedy for the difficulties. In look-

ing at myself I can expect nothing but to make still further

mistakes, and, therefore, trial upon trial seems to be before

me. And yet I need not despair. The living God is my part-

ner:  I have not sufficient wisdom to meet these difficulties

so as to be able to know what steps to take, but He is able

to direct me. What I have, therefore, to do is this: in sim-

plicity to spread my case before my Heavenly Father and

my Lord Jesus. The Father and the Son are my partners. I

have to tell out my heart to God, and to ask Him, that, as He

is my partner, and I have no wisdom in myself to meet all

the many difficulties which continually occur in my busi-

ness, He would be pleased to guide and direct me, and to

supply me with the needful wisdom; and then I have to

believe that God will do so, and go with good courage to

my business, and expect help from Him in the next diffi-

culty that may come before me.  I have to look out for

guidance, I have to expect counsel from the Lord; and, as

assuredly as I do so, I shall have it; I shall find that I am not

nominally, but really in partnership with the Father and

with the Son.

Another instance: There are two believing parents with

seven small children. The father works in a manufactory,

but cannot earn more than ten shillings per week. The

mother cannot earn anything. These ten shillings are too

little for the supply of nourishing and wholesome food for

seven growing children and their parents, and for provid-
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ing them with the other necessaries of life. What is to be

done in such a case? Surely not to find fault with the manu-

facturer, who may not be able to afford more wages, and

much less to murmur against God; but the parents have in

simplicity to tell God, their partner, that the wages of ten

shillings a week are not sufficient in England to provide

nine persons with all they need, that their health may not

be injured. They have to remind God that He is not a hard

master, not an unkind being, but a most loving Father, who

has abundantly proved the love of His heart in the gift of

His only begotten Son. And they have in childlike simplic-

ity to ask Him, that either He would order it so, that the

manufacturer may be able to allow more wages, or that the

Lord would find them another place, where the father would

be able to earn more; or that He would be pleased some-

how or other, as it may seem good to Him, to supply them

with more means. They have to ask the Lord, in childlike

simplicity, again and again for it, if He does not answer

their request at once; and they have to believe that God,

their Father and partner, will give them the desire of their

hearts. They have to expect an answer to their prayers;

day by day they have to look out for it, and to repeat their

request till God grants it. As assuredly as they believe that

God will grant them their request, so assuredly it shall be

granted.

Again, suppose I desire more power over my beset-

ting sins; suppose I desire more power against certain temp-

tations; suppose I desire more wisdom, or grace, or any-

thing else that I may need in my service among the saints,

or in my service towards the unconverted; what have I to

do, but to make use of my being in fellowship with the

Father and with the Son? Just as, for instance, an old faith-

ful clerk, who is this day taken into partnership by an im-

mensely rich firm, though himself altogether without prop-

erty, would not be discouraged by reason of a large pay-

ment having to be made by the firm within three days,

though he himself has no money at all of his own, but

would comfort himself with the immense riches possessed

by those who so generously have just taken him into part-

nership; so should we, the children of God and servants of

Jesus Christ, comfort ourselves by being in fellowship, or

partnership, with the Father, and with the Son, though we

have no power of our own against our besetting sins;

though we cannot withstand temptations which are before

us, in our own strength; and though we have neither suffi-

cient grace nor wisdom for our service among the saints, or

towards the unconverted. All we have to do is, to draw

upon our partner, the living God. By prayer and faith we

may obtain all needful temporal and spiritual help and bless-

ings. In all simplicity we have to tell out our heart before

God, and then we have to believe that He will give to us

according to our need. But if we do not believe that God

will help us, could we be at peace? The clerk, taken into the

firm as partner, believes that the firm will meet the payment

though so large, and though in three days it is to be made,

and it is this that keeps his heart quiet, though altogether

poor himself. We have to believe that our infinitely rich

partner, the living God, will help us in our need, and we

shall not only be in peace, but we shall actually find that

the help we need will be granted to us.

Let not the consciousness of your entire unworthi-

ness keep you, dear reader, from believing what God has

said concerning you. If you are indeed a believer in the

Lord Jesus, then this precious privilege, being in partner-

ship with the Father and the Son, is yours, though you and

I are entirely unworthy of it. If the consciousness of our

unworthiness were to keep us from believing what God

has said concerning those who depend upon and trust in

the Lord Jesus for salvation, then we should find that there

is not one single blessing with which we have been blessed

in the Lord Jesus from which, on account of our unworthi-

ness, we could derive any settled comfort or peace.
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The Benefits of Meditation (1842)
While I was staying at Nailsworth, it pleased the Lord

to teach me a truth, irrespective of human instrumentality,

as far as I know, the benefit of which I have not lost, though

now, while preparing the eighth edition for the press, more

than forty years have since passed away. The point is this:

I saw more clearly than ever, that the first great and primary

business to which I ought to attend every day was, to

have my soul happy in the Lord. The first thing to be con-

cerned about was not, how much I might serve the Lord,

how I might glorify the Lord; but how I might get my soul

into a happy state, and how my inner man might be nour-

ished. For I might seek to set the truth before the uncon-

verted, I might seek to benefit believers, I might seek to

relieve the distressed, I might in other ways seek to behave

myself as it becomes a child of God in this world; and yet,

not being happy in the Lord, and not being nourished and

strengthened in my inner man day by day, all this might not

be attended to in a right spirit. Before this time my practice

had been, at least for ten years previously, as an habitual

thing, to give myself to prayer, after having dressed in the

morning.

Now I saw, that the most important thing I had to do

was to give myself to the reading of the Word of God and

to meditate on it, that thus my heart might be comforted,

encouraged, warned, reproved, instructed; and that thus,

whilst meditating, my heart might be brought into experi-

mental communion with the Lord. I began, therefore, to

meditate on the New Testament, from the beginning, early

in the morning. The first thing I did, after having asked in a

few words the Lord’s blessing upon His precious Word,

was to begin to meditate on the Word of God, searching, as

it were, into every verse, to get blessing out of it; not for

the sake of the public ministry of the Word; not for the

sake of preaching on what I had meditated upon; but for

the sake of obtaining food for my own soul. The result I

have found to be almost invariably this, that after a very

few minutes my soul has been led to confession, or to

thanksgiving, or to intercession, or to supplication; so that

though I did not, as it were, give myself to prayer , but to

meditation, yet it turned almost immediately more or less

into prayer. When thus I have been for awhile making con-

fession, or intercession, or supplication, or have given

thanks, I go on to the next words or verse, turning all, as I

go on, into prayer for myself or others, as the Word may

lead to it; but still continually keeping before me, that food

for my own soul is the object of my meditation. The result

of this is, that there is always a good deal of confession,

thanksgiving, supplication, or intercession mingled with

my meditation, and that my inner man almost invariably is

even sensibly nourished and strengthened and that by

breakfast time, with rare exceptions, I am in a peaceful if not

happy state of heart. Thus also the Lord is pleased to

communicate unto me that which, very soon after, I have

found to become food for other believers, though it was

not for the sake of the public ministry of the Word that I

gave myself to meditation, but for the profit of my own

inner man.

The difference then between my former practice and
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my present one is this: Formerly, when I rose, I began to

pray as soon as possible, and generally spent all my time

till breakfast in prayer, or almost all the time. At all events,

I almost invariably began with prayer, except when I felt my

soul to be more than usually barren, in which case I read

the Word of God for food, or for refreshment, or for a re-

vival and renewal of my inner man, before I gave myself to

prayer. But what was the result? I often spent a quarter of

an hour, or half an hour, or even an hour on my knees,

before being conscious to myself of having derived com-

fort, encouragement, humbling of soul, etc.; and often, af-

ter having suffered much from wandering of mind for the

first ten minutes, or a quarter of an hour, or even half an

hour, I only then began really to pray. I scarcely ever suffer

now in this way. For my heart being flourished by the truth,

being brought into experimental fellowship with God, I

speak to my Father, and to my Friend (vile though I am, and

unworthy of it!) about the things that He has brought be-

fore me in His precious Word.

It often now astonishes me that I did not sooner see

this. In no book did I ever read about it. No public ministry

ever brought the matter before me. No private intercourse

with a brother stirred me up to this matter. And yet now,

since God has taught me this point, it is as plain to me as

anything, that the first thing the child of God has to do

morning by morning is to obtain food for his inner man. As

the outward man is not fit for work for any length of time,

except we take food, and as this is one of the first things we

do in the morning, so it should be with the inner man. We

should take food for that, as everyone must allow. Now

what is the food for the inner man? Not prayer, but the

Word of God; and here again not the simple reading of the

Word of God, so that it only passes through our minds,

just as water runs through a pipe, but considering what we

read, pondering over it, and applying it to our hearts.

When we pray we speak to God. Now, prayer, in order

to be continued for any length of time in any other than a

formal manner, requires, generally speaking, a measure of

strength or godly desire, and the season, therefore, when

this exercise of the soul can be most effectually performed,

is, after the inner man has been nourished by meditation

on the Word of God, where we find our Father speaking to

us, to encourage us, to comfort us, to instruct us, to humble

us, to reprove us. We may therefore profitably meditate,

with God’s blessing, though we are ever so weak spiritu-

ally; nay, the weaker we are, the more we need meditation

for the strengthening of our inner man. There is thus far

less to be feared from wandering of mind, than if we give

ourselves to prayer, without having had previously time

for meditation.

I dwell so particularly on this point because of the

immense spiritual profit and refreshment I am conscious of

having derived from it myself, and I affectionately and sol-

emnly beseech all my fellow believers to ponder this mat-

ter. By the blessing of God I ascribe to this mode the help

and strength which I have had from God to pass in peace

through deeper trials in various ways than I had ever had

before; and after having now above forty years tried this

way, I can most fully, in the fear of God, commend it. How

different when the soul is refreshed and made happy early in

the morning, from what it is when, without spiritual prepara-

tion, the service; the trials, and the temptations of the day

come upon one!

Preparation for Preaching. (1830)
That which I now considered the best mode of prepara-

tion for the public ministry of the Word, from deep conviction,

and from the experience of God’s blessing upon it, is as fol-

lows: I ask the Lord that He would graciously be pleased to

teach me on what subject I shall speak, or what portion of His

Word I shall expound. Sometimes it happens that a subject, or

a passage, has been in my mind; in that case I ask Him whether

I should speak on it. If after prayer I feel persuaded that I

should, I fix upon it, yet so that I would desire to leave myself

open to the Lord to change it, if He please. Frequently, how-

ever, it occurs that I have no text or subject in my mind before

I give myself to prayer. In this case I wait some time for an

answer, trying to listen to the voice of the Spirit to direct me. If

then a passage or subject is brought to my mind, I again ask

Him, and that sometimes repeatedly, whether it be His will I

should speak on it. Frequently it happens that I not only have

no text or subject, but also do not obtain one after once or

twice, or more times, praying about it. What I do is to go on

with my regular reading of the Scriptures, praying whilst I

read, for a text. I have even had to go to the place of meeting

without a text, and obtained it perhaps only a few minutes

before I was going to speak; but I have never lacked the Lord’s

assistance at the time of preaching, provided I had earnestly

sought it in private.

Now when the text has been obtained, whether it be one

or two or more verses, or a whole chapter, I ask the Lord that

He would graciously be pleased to teach me by His Holy Spirit,

whilst meditating over it. Within the last sixty-three years I

have found it the most profitable plan to meditate with my pen

in my hand, writing down the outlines, as the Word is opened

to me. This I do for the sake of clearness, as being a help to see

how far I understand the passage. I very seldom use any other

help besides the little I understand of the original of the Scrip-

tures, and some good translations in other languages. My

chief help is prayer. I have never in my life begun to study one

single part of divine truth without gaining some light about it,

when I have been able really to give myself to prayer and
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Reprinted from “George Müller - Man of Faith and

Miracles,” by Basil Miller, pp.50-51

Many asked Mr. Muller how he sought to know the

will of God, in that nothing was undertaken, not even the

smallest expenditure, without feeling certain he was in God’s

will. In the following words he gave his answer:

1. I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a

state that it has not will of its own in regard to a given

matter. Nine-tenths of the difficulties are overcome

when our hearts are ready to do the Lord’s will, what-

ever it may be. When one is truly in this state, it is

usually but a little way to the knowledge of what His

will is.

2. Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling or

simple impressions. If so, I make myself liable to great

delusions.

3. I seek the will of the Spirit of God through or in con-

nection with the Word of God. The Spirit and the Word

must be combined. If I look to the Spirit alone without

the Word, I lay myself open to great delusions also.

4. Next I take into account providential circumstances.

These plainly indicate God’s will in connection with

His Word and Spirit.

Müller on Discerning the Will of God

meditation over it. This I most firmly believe, that no one

ought to expect to see much good resulting from his labours

if he is not much given to prayer and meditation.

That which I have found most beneficial in the public

ministry of the Word, is expounding the Scriptures. This

may be done in a twofold way, either by entering minutely

into the bearing of every point occurring in the portion, or

by giving the general outlines, and thus leading the hear-

ers to see the meaning and connection of the whole. The

benefits which I have seen resulting from expounding are

these: (I) The hearers are thus, with God’s blessing, led to

the Scriptures. This induces them to bring their Bibles, and

I have observed that those who at first did not bring them,

have afterwards been induced to do so; so that in a short

time few were in the habit of coming without them. This is

no small matter; for everything which in our day will lead

believers to value the Scriptures is of importance. (2) The

expounding of the Scriptures is in general more beneficial

to the hearers than if, on a single verse, or half a verse, or

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His will to me aright.

6. Thus through prayer to God, the study of the Word

and reflection, I come to a deliberate judgment accord-

ing to the best of my ability and knowledge, and if my

mind is thus at peace, and continues so after two or

three more petitions, I proceed accordingly. In trivial

matters and in transactions involving most important

issues, I have found this method always effective.

And did this plan work? one asks. Let Mr. Muller’s

testimony answer.

“I never remember,” he wrote three years before his

death, “in all my Christian course, a period now of sixty-

nine years and four months, that I ever SINCERELY AND

PATIENTLY sought to know the will of God by the teach-

ing of the Holy Ghost, through the instrumentality of the

Word of God, but I have been always directed rightly. But

if honesty of heart and uprightness before God were lack-

ing, or if I did not patiently wait upon God for instruction,

or if I preferred the counsel of my fellow men to the decla-

rations of the Word of the living God, I made great mis-

takes.”
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two or three words of a verse, some remarks are made, so

that the portion of Scripture is scarcely anything but a

motto for the subject. (3) The expounding of the Scrip-

tures leaves to the hearers a connecting link, so that the

reading over again the portion of the Word which has been

expounded, brings to their remembrance what has been

said; and thus, with God’s blessing, leaves a more lasting

impression on their minds. Expounding the Word of God

brings little honour to the preacher from the unenlight-

ened or careless hearer, but it tends much to the benefit of

the hearers in general.

Simplicity of expression, whilst the truth is set forth, is

of the utmost importance. It should be the aim of the teacher

so to speak, that children, servants, and people who can-

not read may be able to understand him, so far as the natu-

ral mind can comprehend the things of God. It should also

be considered, that if the preacher strive to speak accord-

ing to the rules of this world, he may please many, particu-

larly those who have a literary taste, but in the same pro-

portion he is less likely to become an instrument in the

hands of God for the conversion of sinners or for the build-

ing up of the saints. For neither eloquence nor depth of

thought makes the truly great preacher, but such a life of

prayer, and meditation, and spirituality, as may render him

“a vessel meet for the Master’s use,” and fit to be employed

both in the conversion of sinners and in the edification of

the saints.
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Reprinted from “The Autobiog-

raphy of George Müller,”p

p.135-138.

For the encouragement of
believers who are tried by hav-

ing unconverted relatives and
friends, I will relate the follow-

ing circumstance which I know
is true. Baron von Kamp, who

lived in Prussia, had been a dis-
ciple of the Lord Jesus for many

years. In the year 1806, great fi-
nancial distress came upon

many thousands of weavers in
the area. They had no employ-

ment because the whole conti-
nent was in an unsettled state

from the war . The baron believed
that it was the will of the Lord to

use his wealth to furnish these
poor weavers with work, in or-

der to save them from complete
ruin. There was not only no pros-

pect of personal gain, but rather
the certain prospect of immense

loss. Nevertheless, he found employment for about six
thousand weavers.

But the baron was not content with this. He also
wanted to minister to the souls of these weavers. He set

believers as overseers over his immense weaving concern.
The weavers were instructed in spiritual things, and he

personally shared the truth of the gospel with them. The
work went on for a good while until at last, on account of

the loss of most of his property, he was obliged to think
about giving it up. But by this time, his precious act of

mercy had proven its worth to the government. It was taken
up by them and carried on until the times changed. Baron

von Kamp was appointed director of the whole concern as
long as it existed.

This dear man of God was not content with this. He
traveled through many countries to visit the prisons for

the sake of improving the physical and spiritual condition
of the prisoners. He also assisted poor students at the

university of Berlin, especially those who studied theol-
ogy , in order to win them for the Lord. One day a talented

young man heard of the aged baron’s kindness to stu-
dents. He wrote to the baron, requesting his assistance

because his own father could not afford to support him
any longer. A short time afterward, young Thomas received

a kind reply from the baron, inviting him to come to Berlin.
But before this letter arrived, the young student had heard

that Baron von Kamp was a “pietist” or “mystic,” as true
believers were contemptuously called in Germany. Young

Thomas was deeply involved in philosophy, reasoning

Müller’s Encouragement to Those
with Unconverted Family and Friends

about everything, questioning
the truth of revelation, question-

ing even the existence of God.
He disliked the prospect of go-

ing to the old baron for help. Still,
he thought he could try, and if

he did not like it, he was not ob-
ligated to remain in connection

with him. Thomas arrived in Ber-
lin on a day when the baron was

out of town on business. He be-
gan to speak about his philoso-

phies to the steward of the
baron. The steward, however,

was a believer, and he turned the
conversation to spiritual things.

At last the baron arrived. He re-
ceived Thomas in the most af-

fectionate and familiar manner.
The baron offered him a room in

his house and a place at his table
while Thomas studied in Berlin.

Thomas accepted the offer. The
baron now sought in every way

to treat the young student in the most kind and affection-
ate way, to serve him as much as possible, and to show him

the power of the gospel in his own life. He did all this
without arguing with him or even speaking to him directly

about his soul. Thomas obviously had a skeptical mind,
and the baron avoided getting into any argument with him.

The student often said to himself, “I wish I could get into
an argument with this old fool. I would show him how

irrational his beliefs are.” But the baron avoided it. When
the baron heard the young student come home in the

evening, he would go to meet him and serve him in any
way he could, even helping him to take off his boots. Thus

this lowly, aged disciple went on for some time. While Tho-
mas still sought an opportunity for arguing with him, he

wondered how the baron could continue to serve him. One
evening when Thomas returned to the baron’s house, the

baron was making himself his servant as usual. The stu-
dent could restrain him- self no longer and burst out,

“Baron, how can you do all this? You see I do not care
about you. How are you able to continue to be so kind to

me and serve me like this?” The baron replied, “My dear
young friend, I have learned it from the Lord Jesus. I wish

you would read through the gospel of John. Good night.”
The student now for the first time in his life sat down and

read the Word of God with an open heart and a willingness
to learn. Up to that time, he had never read the Holy Scrip-

tures unless he wanted to find out arguments against them.
God blessed him. From that time he became a follower of

the Lord Jesus and has continued in the faith ever since.
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As one who for fifty years has known the Lord, and

has labored in word and doctrine, I ought to be able, in

some little measure, to lend a helping hand to these

younger believers. And if God will only condescend to

use the acknowledgment of my own failures to which I

refer, and of my experience, as a help to others in walking

on the road to heaven, I trust that your coming here will

not be in vain. This was the very purpose of my leaving

home—that I might help these dear young brethren.

The Manner of Reading the Word
One of the most deeply important points is that of

attending to the careful, prayerful reading of the Word of

God, and meditation thereon. I would therefore ask your

particular attention to one verse in the Epistle of Peter (1

Peter 2.2), where we are especially exhorted by the Holy

Ghost through the apostle, regarding this subject. For the

sake of the connection, let us read the first verse, “Where-

fore laying aside all malice, and all guile and hypocrisies,

and envies, and all evil-speakings, as new-born babes,

desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow

thereby; if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”

The particular point to which I refer is contained in

the second verse, “as new-born babes, desire the sincere

milk of the Word.” As growth in the natural life is attained

by proper food, so in the spiritual life, if we desire to grow,

this growth is only to be attained through the instrumen-

tality of the Word of God. It is not stated here, as some

might be very willing to say, that “the reading of the Word

may be of importance under some circumstances.” Nor is

it stated that you may gain profit by reading the state-

ment which is made here; it is of the ‘Word,’ and of the

Word alone, that the apostle speaks, and nothing else.

Cleave to the Word of God
You say that the reading of this tract or of that book

often does you good. I do not question it. Nevertheless,

the instrumentality which God has been specially pleased

to appoint and to use is that of the Word itself; and just in

the measure in which the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ

attend to this, they will become strong in the Lord; and in

so far as it is neglected, so far will they be weak. There is

such a thing as babes being neglected, and what is the

consequence? They never become healthy men or women,

because of that early neglect.

Perhaps—and it is one of the most hurtful forms of

this neglect—they obtain improper food, and therefore

do not attain the full vigor of maturity. So with regard to

the divine life. It is a most deeply important point, that we

obtain right spiritual food at the very beginning of that

life. What is that food? It is “the sincere milk of the Word”

that is the proper nourishment for the strengthening of

the new life. Listen, then, my dear brethren and sisters, to

some advice with regard to the Word.

Consecutive Reading
First of all, it is of the utmost moment that we read

regularly through the Scripture. We ought not to turn over

the Bible, and pick out chapters as we please here and

there, but we should read it carefully and regularly through.

I speak advisedly, and as one who has known the bless-

edness of thus reading the Word for the last forty-six years.

I say forty-six years, because for the first four years of my

Christian life I did not carefully read the Word of God. I

used to read a tract, or an interesting book, but I knew

nothing of the power of the Word. I read very little of it,

and the result was, that, although a preacher then, yet I

made no progress in the divine life. And why? Just for this

reason—I neglected the Word of God.

But it pleased God, through the instrumentality of a

beloved Christian brother, to rouse in me an earnestness

about the Word, and ever since then I have been a lover of

it.

Let me, then, press upon you my first point, that of

attending regularly to reading through the Scriptures. I do

not suppose that you all need the exhortation. Many, I

believe, have already done so, but I speak for the benefit

of those who have not. To those I say, My dear friends,

begin at once. Begin with the Old Testament, and when

you have read a chapter or two, and are about to leave off,

put a mark that you may know where you have left off. I

speak in all simplicity for the benefit of those who may be

young in the divine life. The next time you read, begin the

New Testament, and again put a mark where you leave off.

And thus go on, always reading alternately the Old and

the New Testaments. Thus, by little and little, you will

read through the whole Bible; and when you have fin-

ished, begin again at the beginning.

Address to Young Converts



Volume 45 - Special Edition 27

THE HEARTCRY MISSIONARY SOCIETY

The Connection of Scripture
Why is this so deeply important? Simply that we may

see the connection between one book and another of the

Bible, and between one chapter and another. If we do not

read in this consecutive way, we lose a great part of what

God has given to instruct us. Moreover, if we are children

of God, we should be well acquainted with the whole re-

vealed will of God—the whole of the Word. “All Scripture

is given by inspiration, and is profitable.”

And much may be gained by thus carefully reading

through the whole of the revealed will of God. Suppose a

rich relative were to die, and leave us, perhaps, some land,

or houses, or money, should we be content with reading

only the clauses that affected us particularly? No, we would

be careful to read the whole will right through. How much

more, then, with regard to the revealed will of God ought

we to be careful to read it through, and not merely one and

another of the chapters or books.

Another Benefit of this Consecutive Reading
And this careful reading of the Word of God has this

advantage, that it keeps us from making a system of doc-

trine of our own, and from having our own particular fa-

vorite views, which is very pernicious. We often are apt to

lay too much stress on certain views of the truth which

affect us particularly. The will of the Lord is that we should

know His whole revealed mind. Again variety in the things

of God is of great moment. And God has been pleased to

give us this variety in the highest degree; and the child of

God, who follows out this plan, will be able to take an

interest in every part of the Word.

Suppose one says, “Let us read in Leviticus.” Very

well, my brother. Suppose another says, “Let us read in

the prophecy of Isaiah.” Very well, my brother. And an-

other will say, “Let us read in the gospel according to

Matthew.” Very well, my brother; I can enjoy them all; and

whether it be in the Old Testament, or in the New Testa-

ment, whether in the Prophets, the Gospels, the Acts, or

the Epistles, I should welcome it, and be delighted to wel-

come the reading and study of any- part of the divine

Word.

Specially Beneficial to the Laborer for Christ
And this will be of particular advantage to us, in case

we should become laborers in Christ’s vineyard; because

in expounding the Word, we shall be able to refer to every

part of it. We shall equally enjoy the reading of the Word,

whether of the Old or the New Testament, and shall never

get tired of it. I have, as before stated, known the blessed-

ness of this plan for forty-six years, and though I am now

nearly seventy years of age, and though I have been con-

verted for nearly fifty years, I can say, by the grace of God,

that I more than ever love the Word of God, and have

greater delight than ever in reading it.

And though I have read the Word nearly a hundred

times right through. I have never got tired of reading it,

and this is more especially through reading it regularly,

consecutively, day by day, and not merely reading a chap-

ter here and there, as my own thoughts might have led me

to do.

Reading the Word Prayerfully
Again, we should read the Scripture prayerfully, never

supposing that we are clever enough or wise enough to

understand God’s Word by our own wisdom. In all our

reading of the Scriptures let us seek carefully to have the

help of the Holy Spirit; let us ask, for Jesus’ sake, that He

will enlighten us. He is willing to do it.

I will tell you how it fared with me at the very first; it

may be for your encouragement. It was in the year 1829,

when I was living in Hackney. My attention had been

called to the teaching of the Spirit by a dear brother of

experience. “Well,” I said, “I will try this plan ; and will

give myself, after prayer, to the careful reading of the Word

of God, and to meditation, and I will see how much the

Spirit is willing to teach me in this way.”

An Illustration of This
I went accordingly to my room, and locked my door,

and putting the Bible on a chair, I went down on my knees

at the chair. There I remained for several hours in prayer

and meditation over the Word of God; and I can tell you

that I learned more in those three hours which I spent in

this way, than I had learned for many months previously.

I thus obtained the teaching of the Divine Spirit, and I

cannot tell you the blessedness which it was to my own

soul. I was praying in the Spirit, and putting my trust in

the power of the Spirit, as I had never done before.

You cannot, therefore, be surprised at my earnest-

ness in pressing this upon you, when you have heard

how precious to my heart it was, and how much it helped

me.

Meditate on the Word
But again, it is not enough to have prayerful reading

only, but we must also meditate on the Word. As in the

instance I have just referred to, kneeling before the chair,

I meditated on the Word. It was not simply reading it, not

simply praying over it. It was all that, but, in addition it

was pondering over what I had read. This is deeply impor-

tant. If you merely read the Bible, and no more, it is just

like water running in at one side and out at the other. In

order to be really benefited by it, we must meditate on it.

We cannot all of us, of course, spend many hours, or even

one or two hours each day in this manner. Our business

demands our attention. Yet, however short the time you

can afford, give it regularly to reading, prayer and medita-

tion over the Word, and you will find it will well repay you.

Make the Meditation Personal
In connection with this, we should always read and

meditate over the Word of God, with reference to our-

selves and our own heart. This is deeply important, and I

cannot press it too earnestly upon you. We are apt often
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to read the Word with reference to others. Parents read it

in reference to their children, children for their parents;

evangelists read it for their congregations, Sunday-school

teachers for their classes. Oh! this is a poor way of read-

ing the Word; if read in this way, it will not profit. I say it

deliberately and advisedly, the sooner it is given up, the

better for your own souls. Read the Word of God always

with reference to your own heart, and when you have

received the blessing in your own heart, you will be able

to communicate it to others.

Whether you labor as evangelists, as pastors, or as

visitors, superintendents of Sunday schools, or teachers,

tract distributors or in whatever other capacity you may

seek to labor for the Lord, be careful to let the reading of

the Word be with distinct reference to your own heart.

Ask yourselves, how does this suit me, either for instruc-

tion, for correction, for exhortation, or for rebuke? How

does this affect me? If you thus read, and get the blessing

in your own soul, how soon it will flow out to others!

Read in Faith
Another point. It is of the utmost moment in reading

the Word of God, that the reading should be accompanied

with faith. “The word preached did not profit them; not

being mixed with faith in them that heard it.” As with the

preaching, so with the reading; it must be mixed with faith.

Not simply reading it as you would read a story, which

you may receive or not; not simply as a statement, which

you may credit or not; or as an exhortation, to which you

may listen or not; but as the revealed will of the Lord:

that is, receiving it with faith. Received thus, it will nour-

ish us, and we shall reap benefit. Only in this way will it

benefit us; and we shall gain from it health and strength in

proportion as we receive it with real faith.

Be Doers of the Word
Lastly, if God does bless us in reading His Word, He

expects that we should be obedient children, and that we

should accept the Word as His will, and carry it into prac-

tice. If this be neglected, you will find that the reading of

the Word, even if accompanied by prayer, meditation and

faith, will do you little good. God does expect us to be

obedient children, and will have us practice what He has

taught us. The Lord Jesus Christ says: “If ye know these

things, happy are ye if ye do them.” And in the measure in

which we carry out what our Lord Jesus taught, so much

in measure are we happy children. And in such measure

only can we honestly look for help from our Father, even

as we seek to carry out His will.

If there is one single point I would wish to have spread

all over this country, and over the whole world, it is just

this, that we should seek, beloved Christian friends, not

to be hearers of the Word only, but “doers of the Word.” I

doubt not that many of you have sought to do this al-

ready, but I speak particularly to those younger brethren

and sisters who have not yet learned the full force of this.

Oh! seek to attend earnestly to this, it is of vast impor-

tance. Satan will seek with much earnestness to put aside

the Word of God; but let us seek to carry it out and to act

upon it. The Word must be received as a legacy from God,

which has been communicated to us by the Holy Ghost,

The Fullness of the Revelation Given in
the Word

And remember that, to the faithful reader of this

blessed Word, it reveals all that we need to know about

the Father, all that we need to know about the Lord Jesus

Christ, all about the power of the Spirit, all about the world

that lieth in the wicked one, all about the road to heaven,

and the blessedness of the world to come. In this blessed

book we have the whole Gospel, and all rules necessary

for our Christian life and warfare. Let us see then that we

study it with our whole heart and with prayer, meditation,

faith and obedience.

Prayer
The next point on which I will speak for a few mo-

ments has been more or less referred to already, it is that of

prayer. You might read the Word and seem to understand

it very fully, yet if you are not in the habit of waiting

continually upon God, you will make little progress in the

divine life. We have not naturally in us any good thing,

and cannot expect, save by the help of God, to please Him.

Therefore, it is the will of the Lord that we should always

own our dependence upon Him in prayer.

The blessed Lord Jesus Christ gave us an example in

this particular. He gave whole nights to prayer. We find

Him on the lonely mountain engaged by night in prayer.

And as in every way He is to be an example to us, so, in

particular, on this point. He is an example to us. The old

evil corrupt nature is still in us, though we are born again;

therefore, we have to come in prayer to God for help. We

have to cling to the power of the Mighty One. Concerning

everything, we have to pray. Not simply when great troubles

come, when the house is on fire, or a beloved wife is on

the point of death, or dear children are laid down in sick-

ness—not simply at such times, but also in little things.
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From the very early morning, let us make everything a

matter of prayer, and let it be so throughout the day, and

throughout our whole life.

A Christian lady said lately, that thirty-five years ago

she heard me speak on this subject in Devonshire; and

that then I referred to praying about little things. I had

said, that suppose a parcel came to us, and it should prove

difficult to untie the knot, and you cannot cut it; then you

should ask God to help you, even to untie the knot. I

myself had forgotten the words, but she has remembered

them, and the remembrance of them, she said, had been a

great help to her again and again. So I would say to you,

my beloved friends, there is nothing too little to pray about.

In the simplest things connected with our daily life and

walk, we should give ourselves to prayer; and we shall

have the living, loving Lord Jesus to help us. Even in the

most trifling matters I give myself to prayer and often in

the morning, even ere I leave my room I have two or three

answers to prayer in this way.

Young believers, in the very outset of the divine life

in your souls, learn, in childlike simplicity, to wait upon

God for everything! Treat the Lord Jesus Christ as your

personal Friend, able and willing to help you in every-

thing. How blessed it is to be carried in His loving arms all

the day long! I would say that the divine life of the be-

liever is made up of a vast number of little circumstances

and little things. Every day there comes before us a vari-

ety of little trials, and if we seek to put them aside in our

own strength and wisdom, we shall quickly find that we

are confounded. But if, on the contrary, we take every-

thing to God, we shall be helped, and our way shall be

made plain. Thus our life will be a happy life!

A Word to the Unconverted
I am here tonight addressing believers, those who

have felt the burden of their sins, and have accepted Christ

as their Savior, and who now through Him have peace

with God and seek to glorify Him. But if there be any here

who are still in their sins, in a state of alienation from God,

let me say, if they die in this state, the terrible punishment

of sin must fall upon them. Unless their sins are pardoned,

and they are made fit for the Divine presence, they can

never enter heaven. But, dear friends, Christ came to save

the lost, and as sinners, you are lost, and you have no

power of your own to save yourselves. The world talks of

turning over a new leaf, but that will not satisfy Divine

justice. Sin must be punished, or God’s righteousness

would be set aside. Jesus came into the world to bear that

punishment. He has borne it in our room and stead. He

has suffered for us. Now what God looks for from us is

that we accept Jesus as our Savior, and put our trust in

Him for the salvation of our souls. Whosoever looks re-

ally and entirely to Him shall assuredly be saved. Let his

sins be ever so many, he shall have the forgiveness of

them all. Nay, more, he will be accepted by God as His

child. He will become an heir of God and a joint-heir with

Christ. Oh, what a great and glorious salvation, so freely

given! May it be as thankfully accepted! And may we

who rejoice in Him stand boldly out and confess Christ,

and work for Him. May we not be half-hearted, but be

valiant soldiers of Christ.

Let us be decided for Christ. Let us walk as in God’s

sight, in holy, peaceful, happy fellowship with Him, in the

enjoyment of that nearness into which we are brought in

Christ. Oh, the blessedness of this privilege of living near

to God in this life! May we, then, seek His guidance in

everything, so that we may be a blessing to others, and

thus we shall be greatly blessed in our own souls.
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Excerpts from the
Journal of George

Müller
In the following pages are found of a few of the excerpts from George Müller’s

daily journal that have been most used of the Lord to shape our lives and minis-
tries.
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Beginning Steps of Faith
The following are only a few journal entries from Mr.

Muller’s early years of learning to trust God for personal

needs.

Forgoes a Stated Salary (1830)
About this time I began to have conscientious objec-

tions against any longer receiving a stated salary... A box
was put up in the chapel, over which was written, that

whoever had a desire to do something towards my sup-
port, might put his offering into the box.

At the same time it appeared to me right, that hence-
forth I should ask no man, not even my beloved brethren

and sisters, to help me, as I had done a few times according
to their own request, as my expenses, on account of travel-

ing much in the Lord’s service, were too great to be met by
my usual income. For unconsciously I had thus again been

led, in some measure, to trust in an arm of flesh; going to
man instead of going to the Lord at once. To come to this

conclusion before God, required more grace than to give
up my salary.

About the same time also my wife and I had grace
given to us to take the Lord’s commandment, “Sell that ye

have, and give alms “ (Luke 12:33), literally, and to carry it
out. Our staff and support in this matter were Matthew

6:19-34 and John 14:13-14. We leaned on the arm of the
Lord Jesus. It is now sixty-four years since we set out in

this way, and we do not in the least regret the step we then
took. Our God also has, in His tender mercy, given us grace

to abide in the same mind concerning the above points,
both as regards principle and practice; and this has been

the means of letting us see the tender love and care of our
God over His children, even in the most minute things, in a

way in which we never experimentally knew them before;
and it has, in particular, made the Lord known to us more

fully than we knew Him before, as a prayer-hearing God.

Financial Trials and Deliverances (1830)
November 18th, 1830. Our money was reduced to

about eight shillings. When I was praying with my wife in
the morning, the Lord brought to my mind the state of our

purse, and I was led to ask Him for some money. About
four hours after, we were with a sister at Bishopsteignton,

and she said to me, “Do you want any money?” I said, “I
told the brethren, dear sister, when I gave up my salary,

that I would for the future tell the Lord only about my
wants.” She replied, “But He has told me to give you some

money. About a fortnight ago I asked Him what I should do
for Him, and He told me to give you some money; and last

Saturday it came again powerfully to my mind, and has not
left me since, and I felt it so forcibly last night that I could

not help speaking of it to Brother P.”  My heart rejoiced,
seeing the Lord’s faithfulness, but I thought it better not to

tell her about our circumstances, lest she should be influ-

Müller’s Journal Entries
a Pilgrimage of Faith

enced to give accordingly; and I also was assured that, if it
were of the Lord, she could not but give. I therefore turned

the conversation to other subjects, but when I left she
gave me two guineas. We were full of joy on account of the

goodness of the Lord. I would call upon the reader to ad-
mire the gentleness of the Lord, that He did not try our

faith much at the commencement, but gave us first encour-
agement, and allowed us to see His willingness to help us,

before He was pleased to try it more fully.
Between Christmas and the New Year, when our money

was reduced to a few shillings, I asked the Lord for more;
when a few hours after there was given to us a sovereign

by a brother from Axminster. This brother had heard much
against me, and was at last determined to hear for himself,

and thus came to Teignmouth, a distance of forty miles;
and, having heard about our manner of living, gave us this

money.
With this closes the year 1830. Throughout it the Lord

richly supplied all my temporal wants, though at the com-
mencement of it I had no certain human prospect of one

single shilling; so that, even as regards temporal things, I
had not been in the smallest degree a loser in acting ac-

cording to the dictates of my conscience, and as regards

spiritual things, the Lord has indeed dealt bountifully with
me, and led me on in many respects, and, moreover, had

condescended to use me as an instrument in doing His
work.

Tempted to Unbelief (1831)
On January 6th, 7th, and 8th, 1831, I had repeatedly

asked the Lord for money, but received none. On the

evening of January 8th I left my room for a few minutes,

and was then tempted to distrust the Lord, though He had

been so gracious to us, in that He not only up to that day

had supplied all our wants, but had given us also those

answers to prayer, which have been in part just mentioned.

I was so sinful, for about five minutes, as to think it would

be of no use to trust in the Lord in this way. I also began to

say to myself, that I had perhaps gone too far in living in
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Ten 
Shillings 

left.
this way. But thanks to the Lord! This trial lasted but a few

minutes. He enabled me again to trust in Him, and Satan

was immediately confounded; for when I returned to my

room (out of which I had not been absent ten minutes),

the Lord had sent deliverance, for a sister in the Lord, who

resided at Exeter, had come to Teignmouth, and brought

us £2 4s.

January l0th. Today, when we had again but a few

shillings, £5 was given to us, which had been taken out of

the box. I had, once for all, told the brethren, who had the

care of these temporal things, to have the kindness to let

me have the money every week; but as these beloved

brethren either forgot to take it out weekly, or were ashamed

to bring it in such small sums, it was generally taken out

every three, four, or five weeks. As I had stated to them,

however, from the commencement that I desired to look

neither to man nor the box, but to the living God, I thought

it not right on my part to remind them of my request to

have the money weekly, lest it should hinder the testi-

mony which I wished to give, of trusting in the living God

alone. It was on this account that on January 28th, when

we had again but little money, though I had seen the breth-

ren on January 24th open the box and take out the money,

I would not ask the brother in whose hands it was, to let

me have it; but I asked the Lord to incline his heart to

bring it, and but a little time afterwards it was given to us,

even £1 88. 6d.

On March 7th I was again tempted to disbelieve the

faithfulness of the Lord, and though I was not miserable,

still I was not so fully resting upon the Lord, that I could

triumph with joy. It was but one hour after, when the Lord

gave me another proof of His faithful love. There came

from some sisters in the Lord, £5, with these words written

on the paper:

“I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was

thirsty, and ye gave me drink.  Lord, when saw

we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty,

and gave thee drink ? The King shall answer

and say unto them, Verily, verily I say unto you,

inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the

least of these my brethren ye have done it unto

me.”

About April 2Oth I went to Chulmleigh. Here, and in

the neighbourhood, I preached repeatedly, and from thence

I went to Barnstaple. Whilst we were at Barnstaple there

was found in my wife’s bag a sovereign, put there anony-

mously. A sister also gave us £2. On our return to

Teignmouth, May 2nd, when we emptied our traveling

bag, there fell out a paper with money. It contained two

sovereigns and three pence, the latter put in, no doubt, to

make a noise in emptying the bag. May the Lord bless and

reward the giver! In a similar way we found 4s. put anony-

mously into one of our drawers, a few days after.

June 12th. Lord’s day. On Thursday last I went with

brother Craik to Torquay, to preach there. I had only about

3s. with me, and left my wife with about 6s. at home. The

Lord provided beds for us through the hos-

pitality of a brother. I asked the Lord re-

peatedly for money; but when I came home

my wife had only about 3s. left, having re-

ceived nothing. We waited still upon the Lord.

Yesterday passed away and no money came. We

had 9d. left. This morning we were still waiting upon

the Lord, and looking for deliverance. We had only a

little butter left for breakfast, sufficient for brother E.

and a relative living with us, to whom we did not mention

our circumstances, that they might not be made uncom-

fortable. After the morning meeting, Brother Y. most unex-

pectedly opened the box, and, in giving me quite as unex-

pectedly the money at such a time, he told me that he and

his wife could not sleep last night on account of thinking

that we might want money. The most striking point is, that

after I had repeatedly asked the Lord, but received noth-

ing, I then prayed yesterday that the Lord would be

pleased to impress it on brother Y. that we wanted money,

so that he might open the box. There was in it £1 8s. 10 1/

2d. Our joy on account of this fresh deliverance was great,

and we praised the Lord heartily.

July 20th. A shoulder of mutton and a loaf were sent

to us anonymously. I understood some time afterwards,

that Satan had raised the false report that we were starv-

ing, in consequence of which a believer sent these provi-

sions. I would mention, by the way, that various reports

have been circulated, on account of this our way of living.

Sometimes it has been said that we had not enough to eat,

and that surely such and such an infirmity of body we had

brought on us, because we had not the necessaries of life.

Now, the truth is, that, whilst we have been often brought

low; yea, so low, that we have not had even as much as

one single penny left; or so as to have the last loaf on the

table, and not as much money as was needed to buy an-

other loaf; yet never have we had to sit down to a meal,

without our good Lord having provided nourishing food

for us. I am bound to state this, and I do it with pleasure.

My Master has been a kind Master to me, and if I had to

choose this day again, as to the way of living, the Lord

giving me grace, I would not choose differently. But even

these very reports, false as they were, I doubt not the Lord

has sometimes used as a means to put it into the hearts of

His children, to remember our temporal necessities.

November 27th, Lord’s day. Our money had been re-

duced to 2d.; our bread was hardly enough for this day. I

had several times brought our need before the Lord. After

dinner, when I returned thanks, I asked Him to give us our

daily bread, meaning literally that He would send us bread

for the evening. Whilst I was praying, there was a knock at

the door of the room. After I had concluded, a poor sister

came in, and brought us some of her dinner, and from an-

other poor sister, 5s. In the afternoon she also brought us

a large loaf. Thus the Lord not only literally gave us bread,

but also money.

After we had, on December 31st, 1831, looked over

the Lord’s gracious dealings with us during the past year,
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in providing for all our temporal wants, we had about 10s.

left. A little while after, the providence of God called for

that, so that not a single farthing remained. Thus we closed

the old year, in which the Lord had been so gracious in

giving to us, without our asking anyone, altogether, £131

18s. 8d. There had been likewise many articles of provision

and some articles of clothing given to us, worth at least

£20. I am so particular in mentioning these things, to show

that we are never losers by acting according to the mind of

the Lord. For had I had my regular salary, humanly speak-

ing, I should not have had nearly as much; but whether

this would have been the case or not, this is plain, that I

have not served a hard Master, and that is what I delight to

show. For, to speak well of His name, that thus my beloved

fellow-pilgrims, who may read this, may be encouraged to

trust in Him, is the chief purpose of my writing.

Trusting God for
Countless Others
The following are a few journal entries regarding God’s

establishment and care for the several orphan houses and

thousands of orphans in Bristol. We have specifically cho-

sen a time of crisis to demonstrate how God met the needs

of His people on a daily basis.

A Solemn Crisis. (1838)
September lOth. Monday morning. Neither Saturday

nor yesterday had any money come in. It appeared to me
now needful to take some steps on account of our need,

i.e., to go to the Orphan Houses, call the brethren and
sisters together (who, except brother T—, had never been

informed about the state of the funds), state the case to
them, see how much money was needed for the present,

tell them that amidst all this trial of faith I still believed that
God would help, and to pray with them. Especially, also, I

meant to go for the sake of telling them that no more ar-
ticles must be purchased than we have the means to pay

for, but to let there be nothing lacking in any way for the
children as regards nourishing food and needful clothing;

for I would rather at once send them away than that they
should lack. I meant to go for the sake also of seeing whether

there were still articles remaining which had been sent for
the purpose of being sold, or whether there were any ar-

ticles really needless, that we might turn them into money.
I felt that the matter was now come to a solemn crisis.—

About half-past nine sixpence came in, which had been
put anonymously into the box at Gideon Chapel. This

money seemed to me like an earnest, that God would have
compassion and send more. About ten, after I had returned

from brother Craik, to whom I had unbosomed my heart
again, whilst once more in prayer for help, a sister called

who gave two sovereigns to my wife for the Orphans, stat-
ing that she had felt herself stirred up to come, and that she

had delayed coming already too long. A few minutes after,
when I went into the room where she was, she gave me two

sovereigns more, and all this without knowing the least
about our need. Thus the Lord most mercifully has sent us

a little help, to the great encouragement of my faith. A few
minutes after I was called on for money from the Infants’

Orphan House, to which I sent £2, and £1 Os. 6d. to the
Boys’ Orphan House, and £1 to the Girls’ Orphan House.

Today I saw a young brother who, as well as one of his
sisters, had been brought to the knowledge of the Lord

through my Narrative.
September 13th. This morning I found it was abso-

lutely needful to tell the brethren and sisters about the
state of the funds, and to give directions as to not going

into debt, etc. We prayed together, and had a very happy
meeting. They all seemed comfortable. There was 12s. 6d.

taken out of the boxes in the three houses, 12s. one of the
labourers gave, and £1 Is. had come in for needlework

done by the children. One of the sisters, who is engaged in
the work, sent a message after me, not to trouble myself

about her salary, for she should not want any for a
twelvemonth. What a blessing to have such fellow-

labourers!
September 14th. I met again this morning with the

brethren and sisters for prayer, as the Lord has not yet sent
help. After prayer one of the labourers gave me all the

money he had, 16s., saying that it would not be upright to
pray, if he were not to give what he had. One of the sisters

told me, that in six days she would give £6, which she had
in the Savings’ Bank for such a time of need. God be praised

for such fellow-labourers! —Up to this day the matrons of
the three houses had been in the habit of paying the bak-

ers and the milkman weekly, because they had preferred to
receive the payments in this way, and sometimes it had

thus been also with the butcher and grocer. But, now, as
the Lord deals out to us by the day, we considered it would

be wrong to go on any longer in this way, as the week’s
payment might become due, and we have no money to

meet it; and thus those with whom we deal might be incon-
venienced by us, and we be found acting against the com-

mandment of the Lord, “Owe no man anything”  (Romans
13:8). From this day, and henceforward, whilst the Lord

gives to us our supplies by the day, we purpose therefore
to pay at once for every article as it is purchased, and

never to buy anything except we can pay for it at once,
however much it may seem to be needed, and however

much those with whom we deal may wish to be paid only
by the week. The little which was owed was paid off this

day. When I came home I found a large parcel of new
clothes, which, had been sent from Dublin for the Orphans,

a proof that the Lord remembers us still. We met again in
the evening for prayer. We were of good cheer, and still

BELIEVE that the Lord will supply our need.

September 15th. Saturday. We met again this morning
for prayer. God comforts our hearts. We are looking for

help. I found that there were provisions enough for today
and tomorrow, but there was no money in hand to take in

bread as usual in order that the children might not have
newly-baked bread. This afternoon one of the labourers,

who had been absent for several days from Bristol, re-
turned, and gave £1. This evening we met again for prayer,

when I found that 10s. 6d. more had come in since the
morning. With this £1 10s. 6d. we were able to buy, even

this Saturday evening, the usual quantity of bread, and
have some money left. God be praised, who gave us grace

to come to the decision not to take any bread today, as
usual, nor to buy anything for which we cannot pay at
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once.
September 17th. The trial still continues. It is now

more and more trying, even to faith, as each day comes.
Truly, the Lord has wise purposes in allowing us to call so

long upon Him for help. But I am sure God will send help, if
we can but wait. One of the labourers had had a little money

come in, of which he gave 12s. 6d.; another labourer gave
118. 8d., being all the money she had left: this, with 17s. 6d.,

which, partly, had come in, and, partly, was in hand, en-
abled us to pay what needed to be paid, and to purchase

provisions, so that nothing yet, in any way has been lack-
ing. This evening I was rather tried respecting the long

delay of larger sums coming; but being led to go to the
Scriptures for comfort, my soul was greatly refreshed, and

my faith again strengthened, by the 34th Psalm, so that I
went very cheerfully to meet with my dear fellow-labourers

for prayer. I read to them the Psalm, and sought to cheer
their hearts through the precious promises contained in it.

Come to Extremities
September 18th.  Brother T. had 25s. in hand, and I

had 3s. This £1 8s. enabled us to buy the meat and bread,
which was needed; a little tea for one of the houses, and

milk for all;  no more than this is needed. Thus the Lord has
provided not only for this day, but there is bread for two

days in hand.  Now, however, we are come to an extremity.
The funds are exhausted. The labourers who had a little

money have given as long as they had any left. Now ob-
serve how the Lord helped us! A lady from the

neighbourhood of London who brought a parcel with
money from her daughter, arrived four or five days since in

Bristol, and took lodgings next door to the Boys’ Orphan
House. This afternoon she herself kindly brought me the

money, amounting to £3 2s. 6d. We had been reduced so
low as to be on the point of selling those things which

could be spared; but this morning I had asked the Lord, if
it might be, to prevent the necessity of our doing so. That

the money had been so near the Orphan Houses for sev-
eral days without being given, is a plain proof that it was

from the beginning in the heart of God to help us; but,
because He delights in the prayers of His children, He had

allowed us to pray so long; also to try our faith, and to
make the answer so much the sweeter. It is indeed a pre-

cious deliverance. I burst out into loud praises and thanks
the first moment I was alone, after I had received the money.

I met with my fellow-labourers again this evening for prayer
and praise; their hearts were not a little cheered.

September 20th. Morning. The Lord has again kindly
sent in a little.  Last evening was given to me 1s. 6d., and

this morning £1 3s. Evening. This evening the Lord sent
still further supplies; £8 11s. 2½d. came in, as a further

proof that the Lord is not unmindful of us. There was in the
box of the Girls’ Orphan House £1 1s., and in that of the

Boys’ Orphan House £1 7s. 2½d.  One of the labourers, in
accordance with her promise this day week, gave £6 3s.

About eighteen months ago she saw it right no longer to
have money for herself in the Savings’ Bank, and she there-

fore, in her heart, gave the money which she had there to
the Orphan Houses, intending to draw it in a time of need.

Some time since (she told me this evening) she drew a part
of it to buy several useful articles for the Orphan Houses;

now the sum was reduced to £6. When she found out the
present need, she went this day week to the Savings’ Bank,

and gave notice that she wished to draw her money today.
Truly, as long as God shall be pleased to give me such

fellow-labourers, His blessing will rest upon the work. This
£8 11s. 2½d. was divided this evening to supply the three

houses, and we thanked God, unitedly, for His help.
September 29th. Saturday evening. Prayer has been

made for several days past respecting the rent, which is
due this day. I have been looking out for it, though I knew

not whence a shilling was to come. This morning brother T.
called on me, and, as no money had come in, we prayed

together, and continued in supplication from ten till a quar-
ter to twelve. Twelve o’clock struck (the time when the rent

ought to have been paid), but no money had been sent.
For some days past I have repeatedly had a misgiving,

whether the Lord might not disappoint us, in order that we
might be led to provide by the week, or the day, for the

rent. This is the second, and only the second, complete
failure as to answers of prayer in the work, during the past

four years and six months. The first was about the half-
yearly rent of the Castle-Green school room, due July 1st,

1837, which had come in only in part by that time. I am now
fully convinced that the rent ought to be put by daily or

weekly, as God may prosper us, in order that the work,
even as to this point, may be a testimony. May the Lord,

then, help us to act accordingly; and may He now merci-
fully send in the means to pay the rent! Whilst in this

matter our prayers have failed, either to humble us, or to
show us how weak our faith is still, or to teach us (which

seems to me the most probable) that we ought to provide
the rent beforehand; the Lord has given us again fresh

proofs, even this day, that He is mindful of us. There was
not money enough in the Girls’ Orphan House to take in

bread (we give the bread to the children on the third day
after it is baked); but before the baker came, a lady called

who had had some needlework done by the children, and
paid 3s. 11d., and thus the matron was able to take in bread

as usual. I found this morning 2s. in the box in my house,
our extremity having led me to look into it. One of the

labourers gave 13s. This 15s. was divided amongst the
three matrons. Thanks to the Lord, there is all that is needed

for today and tomorrow.
September 30th. We are not only poor as regards the

Orphan fund, but also the funds for the other objects bring
us again and again to the Lord for fresh supplies. Today,

when we had not a single penny in hand, £5 was given for
the other objects.

October 2nd. Tuesday evening. The Lord’s holy name
be praised! He hath dealt most bountifully with us during

the last three days! The day before yesterday £5 came in
for the Orphans. Of this I gave to each house 10s., which

supplied them before the provisions were consumed.
Oh! How kind is the Lord. Always, before there has been

actual want, He has sent help. Yesterday came in £1 10s.
more. This £1 10s., with 4s. 2d. in hand, was divided for

present necessities. Thus the expenses of yesterday, for
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housekeeping, were defrayed. The Lord helped me also to
pay yesterday the £19 10s. for the rent. The means for it

were thus obtained. One of the labourers had received
through his family £10, and £5 besides from a sister in the

Lord; also some other money. Of this he gave £16, which,
with the £3 10s. that was left of the above mentioned £5,

which came in the day before yesterday, made up £19 10s.,
the sum which was needed.—This day we were again

greatly reduced. There was no money in hand to take in
bread as usual, for the Boys’ and Infants’ Orphan Houses,

but again the Lord helped. A sister who had arrived this
afternoon from Swansea brought £1 7s., and one of the

labourers sold an article, by means of which he was able to
give £1 13s. Thus we had £3:—£1 for each house, and

could buy bread before the day was over. Hitherto we have
lacked nothing!

October 6th. The Lord has most kindly helped us. It
came to my mind that there were some new blankets in the

Orphan Houses, which had been given some time since,
but which are not needed, and might therefore be sold. I

was confirmed in this by finding that moths had got into
one pair. I therefore sold ten pairs, having a good opportu-

nity to do so. Thus the Lord not only supplied again our
present need for the three houses, but I was also able to

put by the rent for this week and the next, acting out the
light which He had given us this day week. There came in

9s. 6d., besides £7 for the blankets. The School fund, also,
was again completely exhausted, when today and yester-

day came in so much, that not only the weekly salaries
could be paid today, but also above £1 could be put by for

rent.
October 9th. Through the last mentioned supplies for

the Orphans we were helped up to this day; but today we
were brought lower than ever. The provisions would have

lasted out only today, and the money for milk in one of the
houses could only be made up by one of the labourers

selling one of his books. The matron in the Boys’ Orphan
House had this morning two shillings left. When in doubt

whether to buy bread with it, or more meat, to make up the
dinner with the meat which she had in the house, the baker

called, and left three quarterns of bread as a present. In this
great need, some money having been given to one of the

labourers, he gave £2 of it, by which we were able to buy
meat, bread, and other provisions. Nevertheless, even this

day, low as we had been brought before this £2 was given,
there had been all in the houses that was needed.

October 10th. The Lord had sent in so much since
yesterday afternoon, that we were able at our meeting this

morning to divide £2 0s. 2d. between the three matrons,
whereby we are helped through this day. But now the coals

in the Infants’ Orphan House are out, and nearly so in the
other two houses. On this account we have asked the Lord

for fresh supplies.
October 11th. The “Father of the fatherless” has

again shown His care over us. An Orphan from Devonshire
arrived last evening. With her was sent £2 5s. 6d. The

sister who brought her gave also a silver teapot, sugar-
basin, and cream-jug, having found true riches in Christ.

There was also in the boxes 9s. One of the labourers paid
for a ton of coals. We obtained £16 16s. for the silver ar-

ticles.—Thus we were helped through the heavy expenses

of the following days.
October 16th. The day commenced with mercies. I

was looking up to the Lord for help early this morning,
when, almost immediately afterwards, brother T. came, and

brought two silver tablespoons and six teaspoons, which
had been left anonymously, yesterday afternoon at the

Girls’ Orphan House. This afternoon I received £12 from
Staffordshire. On the seal of the letter which enclosed the

money was “Ebenezer.” How true in our case! Surely this
instance is a fresh “Ebenezer” to us; for hitherto the Lord

has helped us.
October 27th.  Saturday. This day we have been again

mercifully helped, though our need has been almost greater
than ever. But, thanks to our adorable Lord! This day also

we have not been confounded; for there was 6s. in the box
at the Infants’ Orphan House, and 6s. came in for things

which had been given to be sold. To this one of the
labourers added 18s. By means of this £1 10s. we have

been able to meet all pressing demands, and to procure
provisions for today and tomorrow.

October 30th. This evening a sister gave me £20, ten
of which were for the Orphans, and ten for the other ob-

jects. Thus we are helped for this week.
November 4th.  Lord’s day. There was given, by a

stranger, last Wednesday evening, at Bethesda Chapel, to
one of the sisters, a sovereign for the Orphans, which I

received today. Thus the Lord has again begun the week
with mercy, and His love surely will help us through it,

though again many pounds will be needed.
November 7th. The funds are now again completely

exhausted. Today I divided £1 3s. 8d. which had come in
yesterday; thus the necessary wants were supplied. The

Lord be praised who has helped us hitherto!
November 13th. This morning our want was again

great. I have £20 in hand which has been put by for rent,
but, for the Lord’s honour, I would not take of it. Nothing

had come in, and the labourers had scarcely anything to
give. I went, however, to the Orphan Houses, to pray with

my fellow-labourers, and, if it might be, to comfort them,
and see what could be done. When I came there, I found

that 19s. 6d. had come in this morning. On enquiry, I heard
that only 2s. 6d. more was needed to carry us through the

day. This one of the labourers was able to add. Thus the
Lord has again helped us out of our difficulty. One of the

labourers gave some things which he could do without,
and another gave a workbox to be sold for the Orphans.

Before this day has come to an end, the Lord has sent in £1
2s. 4d. more, so that we have also a little for tomorrow.

November 17th. Today above £3 was needed, and as
only 15s. 6d. had come in, we found it needful to determine

to dispose of a few articles of furniture which we conve-
niently could do without. One of the labourers gave a good

watch to be sold, which she had bought some months
since, there being then no timepiece in one of the houses.

In consideration of these articles to be sold, I took, for the
present necessities of the Orphans, £2 10s. of the money

which had been put by for the rent, to be replaced when
these articles could be sold at a suitable opportunity. Thus

we were helped to the close of one more week.
November 20th. Today our need was exceedingly

great, but the Lord’s help was great also. I went to meet
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with the brethren and sisters as usual. I found that £1
would be needed to supply the necessities of today, but

3s. only had come in. Just when we were going to pray, one
of the labourers came in, who after prayer, gave 10s. Whilst

we were praying, another labourer came in, who had re-
ceived £1. Thus we had £1 13s.; even more, therefore, than

was absolutely needed.
November 21st.  Never were we so reduced in funds

as today. There was not a single half-penny in hand be-
tween the matrons of the three houses. Nevertheless there

was a good dinner, and, by managing so as to help one
another with bread, etc., there was a prospect of getting

over this day also; but for none of the houses had we the
prospect of being able to take in bread. When I left the

brethren and sisters at one o’clock, after prayer, I told them
that we must wait for help, and see how the Lord would

deliver us at this time. I was sure of help, but we were
indeed straitened. When I got to Kingsdown, I felt that I

needed more exercise, being very cold; therefore I went
not the nearest way home, but round by Clarence Place.

About twenty yards from my house, I met a brother who
walked back with me, and after a little conversation gave

me £10 to be handed over to the brethren, the deacons,
towards providing the poor saints with coals, blankets and

warm clothing; also £5 for the Orphans, and £5 for the
other Objects of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution. The

brother had called twice while I was gone to the Orphan
Houses, and had I now been one half minute later, I should

have missed him. But the Lord knew our need, and there-
fore allowed me to meet him. I sent off the £5 immediately

to the matrons.
November 24th. This again has been a very remark-

able day. We had as little in hand this morning as at any
time, and yet several pounds were needed. But “God, who

is rich in mercy,” and whose Word so positively declares
that none who trust in Him shall be confounded, has helped

us through this day also. While I was in prayer about ten in
the morning respecting the funds, I was informed that a

gentleman had called to see me. He came to inform me that
a lady had ordered three sacks of potatoes to be sent to the

Orphan Houses. Never could they have come more sea-
sonably. This was an encouragement to me to continue to

expect help. When I came to the prayer meeting about
twelve o’clock, I heard that 2s. had come in, also £1 for a

guitar which had been given for sale. The payment for this
guitar had been expected for many weeks. It had been men-

tioned among us repeatedly, that it might come just at a
time when we most needed it: and oh! How true. Also the

watch which had been given was sold for £2 10s.
November 28th. This is, perhaps, of all days the most

remarkable as yet, so far as regards the funds. When I was
in prayer this morning respecting them, I was enabled firmly

to believe that the Lord would send help, though all seemed
dark as to natural appearances. At twelve o’clock I met as

usual with the brethren and sisters for prayer. There had
come in only 1s., which was left last evening anonymously

at the Infants’ Orphan House, and which, except 2d., had
already been spent, on account of the great need. I heard

also that an individual had gratuitously cleaned the time-

piece in the Infants’ Orphan House, and had offered to
keep the timepieces in the three houses in repair. Thus the

Lord gave even in this a little encouragement, and a proof
that He is still mindful of us. On enquiry I found that there

was everything needful for the dinner in all the three houses;
but neither in the Infants’ nor Boys’ Orphan Houses was

there bread enough for tea, nor money to buy milk. Lower
we had never been, and, perhaps never so low. We gave

ourselves now unitedly to prayer, laying the case in sim-
plicity before the Lord. Whilst in prayer there was a knock

at the door, and one of the sisters went out. After the two
brethren who labour in the Orphan Houses and I had prayed

aloud, we continued for a while silently in prayer. As to
myself, I was lifting up my heart to the Lord to make a way

for our escape, and in order to know if there were any other
thing which I could do with a good conscience, besides

waiting on Him, so that we might have food for the chil-
dren. At last we rose from our knees. I said, “God will surely

send help.” The words had not quite passed from my lips,
when I perceived a letter lying on the table, which had

been brought whilst we were in prayer. It was from my wife,
containing another letter from a brother with £10 for the

Orphans. The evening before last I was asked by a brother
whether the balance in hand for the Orphans would be as

great this time, when the accounts would be made up, as
the last time. My answer was, that it would be as great as

the Lord pleased. The next morning this brother was moved
to remember the Orphans, and to send today £10, which

arrived soon after I had left my house, and which on ac-
count of our need was forwarded immediately to me. Thus

I was enabled to give £6 10s. for housekeeping, and to put
by £3 10s. for rent.

November 29th. The Lord has greatly blessed our meet-
ings for prayer. In the evening I received £50, which was

sent from Suffolk by a sister who had often expressed how
gladly she would contribute more largely to the work which

is in our hands, had she the means, and who just now, in
this our time of need, has obtained the means to carry out

the desire of her heart. I rejoice in the last donation particu-
larly, not because of the largeness of the sum, but because

it enables me to pay my brethren and sisters in the Orphan
Houses the salary which is due to them. For though they

are willing to labour without any remuneration, neverthe-
less “the labourer is worthy of his reward.” This donation

also proves that the Lord is willing even now, as formerly,
to send large sums. But I expect still larger. The same sister

who sent the £50 for the Orphans, sent, at the same time,
£30 to be divided between brother Craik and me for our

personal expenses. How abundantly does the Lord care
for us! Truly we serve a kind Master!

December 6th. This day our need was again as great
as ever, but the deliverance of the Lord was also as mani-

fest as ever. This afternoon I received £100 from a sister;
£50 for the Orphans, and £50 for the School, Bible, and

Missionary Fund. This same sister, who earns her bread
with her own hands, had given, on October 5th, 1837, £50

towards the Boys’ Orphan House, and gave for the neces-
sities of the poor saints, in August, 1838, £100 more; for

she had been made willing to act out those precious exhor-
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tations:

“Having food and raiment let us be therewith

content.”

“Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide your-

selves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the

heavens that faileth not, where no thief

approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.”

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,

where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where

thieves break through and steal: but lay up for

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither

moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves

do not break through nor steal.”

December 11th, 12th, and 13th. On these three days

there were public meetings, at which I gave an account of
the Lord’s dealings with us in reference to the Orphan

Houses, and the other Objects of the Scriptural Knowl-
edge Institution. As the work, and particularly that of the

Orphan Houses, was begun for the benefit of the Church
at large, it appeared well to us, that from time to time it

should be publicly stated how the Lord had dealt with us;
and as the third year had been completed, this seemed to

be a suitable time for having these meetings. Should any
one suppose, in reading the plain details of the trials

through which we passed during the four months previ-
ous to December 9th, 1838, respecting the Orphan Houses,

that I have been disappointed as regards my expectations,
as far as the funds are concerned: my answer is, that the

reverse is the case. For straits were expected. Long before
the trials came I had more than once stated publicly, that

answers to prayer in the time of need—the manifestation
of the hand of God, stretched out for our help—was just

the very end for which the Institution was established.
I further state that the Orphans have never lacked

anything. Had I had thousands of pounds in hand, they
would have fared no better than they have; for they have

always had good nourishing food, the necessary articles
of clothing, etc.

Large Gifts from
Unlikely Sources
These last two entries have the purpose of demonstrating

that God not only has the power to deliver on a daily,

even hourly basis with small gifts, but He also has the

power to send great gifts and from the most unlikely

sources.

Large Donation from a Poor Seamstress

(1835)
December 18th. This afternoon a brother brought from

a sister, a counterpane, a flat iron stand, eight cups and

saucers, a sugar basin, a milk jug, a tea cup, sixteen thimbles,
five knives and forks, six dessert spoons, twelve tea spoons,

four combs, and two little graters; from another friend a flat
iron and a cup and saucer. At the same time he brought

£100 from a sister. It has since pleased the Lord to take to
Himself the donor of this £100, and I therefore give further

account of the donation and the donor, as the particulars
respecting both, with God’s blessing, may tend to edifica-

tion. Indeed, I confess that I am delighted to be at liberty, in
consequence of the death of the donor, to give the follow-

ing short narrative, which, during her lifetime, I should not
have considered it wise to publish. A.L., the donor, was

known to me almost from the beginning of my coming to
Bristol in 1832. She earned her bread by needlework, by

which she gained from 2s. to 5s. per week; the average, I
suppose, was not more than about 3s. 6d., as she was weak

in body. But this dear, humble sister was content with her
small earnings, and I do not remember ever to have heard

her utter a word of complaint on account of earning so
little. Some time before I had been led to establish an Or-

phan House, her father had died, through which event she
had come into the possession of £480, which sum had

been left to her (and the same amount to her brother and
two sisters) by her grandmother, but of which her father

had had the interest during his lifetime. The father, who
had been much given to drink, died in debt, which debts

the children wished to pay; but the rest, besides A. L., did
not like to pay the full amount, and offered to the creditors

5s. in the pound, which they gladly accepted, as they had
not the least legal claim upon the children. After the debts

had been paid according to this agreement, A. L. said to
herself, “However sinful my father may have been, yet he

was my father, and as I have the means of paying his debts
to the full amount, I ought, as a believing child, to do so,

seeing that my brother and sisters will not do it.” She then
went to all the creditors secretly, and paid the full amount

of the debts, which took £40 more of her money, besides
her share which she had given before. Her brother and two

sisters now gave £50 each of their property to their mother;
but A. L. said to herself: “I am a child of God, surely I ought

to give my mother twice as much as my brother and sis-
ters.” She, therefore, gave her mother £100. Shortly after

this she sent me the £100 towards the Orphan House. I was
not a little surprised when I received this money from her,

for I had always known her as a poor girl, and I had never
heard anything about her having come into the posses-

sion of this money, and her dress had never given me the
least indication of an alteration in her circumstances. Be-

fore, however, accepting this money from her, I had a long
conversation with her, in which I sought to probe her as to

her motives, and in which I sought to ascertain whether, as
I had feared, she might have given this money in the feel-

ing of the moment, without having counted the cost. I was
the more particular, because, if the money were given, with-

out its being given from scriptural motives, and there should
be regret afterwards, the name of the Lord would be

dishonoured.
But I had not conversed long with this beloved sister,

before I found that she was, in this particular, a quiet, calm,
considerate follower of the Lord Jesus, and one who de-

sired, in spite of what human reason might say, to act ac-
cording to the words of our Lord: “Lay not up for your-

selves treasures upon earth” (Matthew 6:19). “Sell that ye
have and give alms” (Luke 12:33). When I remonstrated

with her, in order that I might see whether she had counted
the cost, she said to me: “The Lord Jesus has given His

last drop of blood for me, and should I not give Him this
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£100?” She likewise said: “Rather than the Orphan House
should not be established, I will give all the money I have.”

When I saw that she had weighed the matter according to
the Word of God, and that she had counted the cost, I

could not but take the money, and admire the way which
the Lord took, to use this poor, sickly sister as an instru-

ment, in so considerable a measure, for helping, at its very
commencement, this work, which I had set about solely in

dependence upon the living God.
At that time, she would also have me take £5 for the

poor saints in communion with us. I mention here particu-
larly, that this dear sister kept all these things to herself,

and did them as much as possible in secret; and during her
lifetime, I suppose, not six brethren and sisters among us

knew that she had ever possessed £480, or that she had
given £100 towards the Orphan House. But this is not all.

Some time after this £100 had been given by her, brother
C—r (who was then labouring as a City Missionary in

connection with the Scriptural Knowledge Institution, and
who about that very time happened to visit from house to

house in that part of the city where A. L. lived) told me that
he had met with many cases in which she had given, to one

poor woman a bedstead, to another some bedding, to an-
other some clothes, to another food; and thus instance

upon instance of acts of love, on the part of our dear sister,
had come before him. I relate one instance more. August

4th, 1836, seven months and a half after she had given the
£100, she came one morning to me and said: “Last evening

I felt myself particularly stirred up to pray about the funds
of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution; but whilst pray-

ing I thought, what good
is it for me to pray for

means, if I do not give
when I have the means,

and I have therefore
brought you this £5.” As

I had reason to believe
that by this time by far

the greater part of her
money was gone, I again

had a good deal of con-
versation with her, to see

whether she really did
count the cost, and

whether this donation
also was given unto the

Lord, or from momentary
excitement, in which case

it was better not to give
the money. However, she

was at this time also steadfast, grounded upon the Word
of God, and evidently constrained by the love of Christ;

and all the effect my conversation had upon her was, that
she said: “You must take five shillings in addition to the £5,

as a proof that I give the £5 cheerfully.”
Four things are specially to be noticed about this be-

loved sister, with reference to all this period of her earthly
pilgrimage: (1) She did all these things in secret, avoiding

to the utmost all show about them, and thus proved that

she did not desire the praise of man. (2) She remained, as
before, of a humble and lowly mind, and she proved thus,

that she had done what she did unto the Lord, and not
unto man. (3) Her dress remained, during all the time that

she had this comparative abundance, the same as before.
It was clean, yet as simple and inexpensive as it was at the

time when all her income had consisted of 3s. 6d., or at
most 5s., per week. There was not the least difference as to

her lodging, dress, manner or lire, etc. She remained in
every way the poor handmaid of the Lord, as to all outward

appearance. (4) But that which is as lovely as the rest, she
continued working at her needle all this time. She earned

her 2s. 6d., or 3s., or a little more, a week, as before; whilst
she gave away the money in sovereigns or five-pound

notes.
At last all her money was gone, and that some years

before she fell asleep; and as her bodily health never had
been good, as long as I had known her, and was now much

worse, she found herself peculiarly dependent upon the
Lord, who never forsook her up to the last moment of her

earthly course. The very commencement of her life of simple
dependence upon the Lord, was such as greatly to encour-

age her. She related the facts to me as I give them here.
When she was completely without money, and when her

little stock of tea and butter was also gone, two sisters in
the Lord called on her. After they had been a little while

with her, they told her that they had come to take tea with
her. She said to herself, I should not at all mind going

without my tea, but this is a great trial, that I have nothing
to set before these sisters; and she gave them therefore to

understand that their staying to tea would not be conve-
nient at that time. The sisters, however, I suppose, not

understanding the hint, remained, and presently brought
out of a basket tea, sugar, butter and bread, and thus there

was all that was requisite for the tea, and the remainder of
the provisions was left for her. She told me that at that time

she was not accustomed to trials of faith, as she afterwards
was.

Her body became weaker and weaker, in consequence
of which she was able to work very little for many months

before she died; but the Lord supplied her with all she
needed, though she never asked for anything. For instance,

a sister in communion with us sent her for many months all
the bread she used. Her mouth was full of thanksgiving,

even in the midst of the greatest bodily sufferings. She fell
asleep in Jesus in January, 1844. I have related these facts

because they tend to the praise of the Lord, and may be
instrumental in stirring up other children of God to follow

this dear departed sister in so far as she followed the Lord
Jesus; but, in particular, that I may show in what remark-

able ways the Lord proved, from the very beginning, that
the Orphan House was His and not mine.

Gift of Eight Thousand
One Hundred Pounds
(1853)

Day by day I have now been

waiting upon God for means for
the Building Fund for more than
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nineteen months, and almost daily I have received some-
thing in answer to prayer. These donations have been, for

the most part, small, in comparison with the amount which
will be required for the completion of this object; never-

theless they have shown that the Lord, for the sake of His
dear Son, listens to my supplications and to those of my

fellow labourers and helpers in the work; and they have
been precious encouragements to me to continue to wait

upon God. I have been for many months assured that the
Lord, in His own time, would give larger sums for this

work; and for this I have been more and more earnestly
entreating Him, during the last months. Now at last He has

abundantly refreshed my spirit, and answered my request.
I received today the promise, that, as the joint donation of

several Christians, there should be paid to me a donation
of eight thousand and one hundred pounds for the work

of the Lord in my hands. Of this sum I purpose to take
£6,000 for the Building Fund.

See how precious it is to wait upon God! See how
those who do so, are not confounded! Their faith and

patience may long and sharply be tried; but in the end it
will most assuredly be seen, that those who honour God

He will honour, and will not suffer them to be put to shame.
The largeness of the donation, whilst it exceedingly re-

freshed my spirit, did not in the least surprise me; for I
expect GREAT things from God.

March 14th. From Scotland £200, of which the donor
kindly wished me to give £10 to Mr. Craik, to take £10 for

my own personal expenses, and to use the £180 as most
needed. I took, therefore, £100 for the Building Fund.

March 29th. For nearly three months the Lord has
been pleased to exercise my patience by the comparatively

small amount of means which has come in. Now, this
evening, when I came home, I found that £300 had come

in. This is a great refreshment to my spirit. As the amount
is left to my disposal as may be most needed, I have taken

one half of it for the Building Fund.
May 14th. Received £260, of which I took £100 for the

Building Fund.
June 28th. From Wakefield £40, with £5 for Mr. Craik,

and £5 for my own personal expenses. Also £220 from the
West of England, of which the donor kindly wishes me to

take £20 for my own private expenses, and to use the £200
as might be most needed. I have taken, therefore, £100 for

the Building Fund.
July 14th. Received £541 10s., which being left to me

as most needed, I took £341 10s. for the Building Fund.
July 15th. Received £110 from one who counts it an

honour to have this sum to lay down at the feet of the Lord
Jesus. I took of this amount £60 for the Building Fund.

I cannot help remarking here, that the Lord has used
some of the most unlikely persons during the past twenty-

two years, in providing me with means for His service. So
it was particularly in the case of this brother in the Lord,

from whom I received the last-mentioned donation of £110.
I had not the least natural expectation of receiving this

sum, when this brother, sitting before me at the New Or-
phan House, took out of his pocket a packet of Bank Notes,

and gave to me this amount, reserving to himself, as his
whole property in this world, a smaller sum than he gave

to me, because of his joy in the Lord, and because of his
being able to enter into the reality of his possessions in

the world to come. I delight in dwelling upon such an
instance, because: (1) It shows that there is grace, much

grace, to be found among the saints even now; (2) It shows
the variety of instrumentality which the Lord is pleased to

employ, in supplying me with means for His service; and
(3) Because it so manifestly proves that we do not wait

upon Him in vain, when we make known our requests to
Him for means.

December 31st. This is the last day of another year.
Two years and a half I have now been day by day seeking

the Lord’s help in prayer for this object. He has also been
pledged to give us many proofs that He is remembering

our requests...

Exhortation to Perseverance in Prayer (1863)
Thus I saw the close of another year, with reference

to this part of the work. The full answer to my daily prayers

was far from being realized; yet there was abundant en-
couragement granted by the Lord, to continue in prayer.

But suppose, even, that far less had come in than was
received, still, after having come to the conclusion, upon

scriptural ground, and after much prayer and self-exami-
nation, as stated at full length before, I ought to have

gone on without wavering, in the exercise of faith and
patience concerning this object (i.e. the building of a new

orphanage); and thus all the children of God, when once
satisfied that anything which they bring before God in

prayer is according to His will, ought to continue in be-
lieving, expecting, persevering prayer, until the blessing

is granted. Thus am I myself now (viz. in 1864) waiting
upon God for certain blessings, for which I have daily

besought Him for 19 years and 6 months, without one
day’s intermission. Still the full answer is not yet given

concerning the conversion of certain individuals, though,
in the meantime, I have received many thousands of an-

swers to prayer. I have also prayed daily, without inter-
mission, for the conversion of other individuals about ten

years, for others six or seven years, for others four, three,
and two years, for others about eighteen months; and

still the answer is not yet granted, concerning these per-
sons: whilst, in the meantime, many thousands of my

prayers have been answered, and also souls converted,
for whom I had been praying. I lay particular stress upon

this, for the benefit of a certain class of readers, who may
suppose that I need only to ask God, and receive at once;

or that I might pray concerning anything, and the answer
would surely come. One can only expect to obtain an-

swers to prayers which are according to the mind of God;
and even then, patience and faith may be exercised for

many years, even as mine are exercised, in the latter to
which I have referred; and yet am I daily continuing in

prayer, and expecting the answer, and so certainly expect-
ing the answer that I have often thanked God that He will

surely give it, though now for 19 years and 6 months faith
and patience have thus been exercised. Be encouraged,

dear Christian reader, with fresh earnestness to give your-
self to prayer, if you can only be sure that you ask for

things which are for the glory of God.
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God’s Faithful
Dealings

with a Lesser
Instrument

The following journal entries were first published in the HeartCry magazine early in 2004. It

was the first time that God had given us such freedom. Our purpose was to demonstrate that the

God of George Muller is still very much alive and willing to sustain not only the Müllers of His

kingdom, but even lesser instruments such as ourselves. Afterwards, many brothers and sisters

shared with us that it was a tremendous encouragement to them. We thought it appropriate to

reprint these pages in this special edition that you might be encouraged to believe the Lord to

meet all your needs according to His riches in Glory.
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November 16, 2003

For the first time in my twenty-year pilgrimage with
Christ, I sense the freedom to write about God’s dealings
with me. As a new Christian, I was greatly impressed by the
Autobiography of George Muller, and sought to imitate
his life. Three specific times I failed the standard he set
forth and I was severely rebuked by the Lord. For the last
ten years, ever since HeartCry has begun to support na-
tional missionaries, we have lived by faith alone. In this
time, the mission has grown from one to over 87 mission-
ary families in 15 countries, on four continents. Also, we
have two fellow workers laboring with me in the United
States – Darian Rottmann and Jon Green.

The last few months have been the leanest of our
ministry. Since June we have lived every day from hand to
mouth. Several times, Darian, Jon, and I have not received
our salaries. In spite of such hardship, all the men and
women in the field have received their support without
exception and we in the United States have never lacked
food or sufficient funds to pay our bills. Praise God for His
faithfulness.

I now sit here in my office at 9AM and begin to write
the account of our struggles and the faithfulness of God. It
is mid-month and none of our workers have been paid.
Darian, Jon, and I have passed another week without re-
ceiving our salaries. $700 came in this weekend. Also, I
received $150 for preaching a conference in Lexington,
Kentucky. I will preach to a mission of Mexican immigrants
this afternoon. I usually receive $50 from them. I am en-
couraged this morning by a promise in II Kings 7:1-2 and
7:15-20.

November 21, 2003

On Wednesday, the 19th, $3317.00 was deposited. Af-
ter paying certain bills that were due, we remained with
$2638.00. On Thursday we received $1247. Today, we re-
ceived $350 in the mail, $1300 that came through an anony-
mous donor who left the money in my old truck, and $100
was given by a staff worker. This leaves us with a total of
$5635.00. We will not pay the U.S. staff this week, since not
a single missionary on the field has yet been paid this
month. Never has there been such a lack in the mission.

November 24, 2003

When I came into the office this morning, Darian in-
formed me that there were certain expenses totaling $1994.75
that were paid last week, but had not yet been recorded.
Therefore, we begin the day with $3640.25 instead of $5635.
This was a great discouragement, but we have regained
our composure and look to God once again. This is a
Gideon’s cull. His army was too large. All human possibil-
ity had to be destroyed so that the victory would be as-
cribed to God alone. In the same way God has taken away
from us even the little strength we thought we had. We
have nothing to hope in but Him. We have seven days

God’s Faithful Dealings
with a Lesser Instrument

before the end of the month, and not a single missionary
has been paid. Mission giving usually goes down in De-
cember because of the Christmas holidays. We have no
reason at all to hope in the flesh. God alone can save us. On
Saturday, the 22nd, $524 came through the mail. I also found
a check for $50 in my Spanish Bible that came from preach-
ing in the Mexican Mission in Mayfield, Kentucky three
weeks ago. Self-pity, resentment, and grumbling are all
crouching at the door and their desire is to have us. I pray
that God might give us all grace to overcome. I am looking
forward to deliverance. We will call a prayer meeting in a few
minutes.

We drew great strength from our morning prayers, but
gathered together at lunch for the same. By His good Spirit,
we were encouraged to trust in the Lord. I felt peace that
this would not be our end, but that God would be our helper
in the final hour. Our greatest desire is for God to make a
name for Himself through our total inability.

At 4:15 PM, I went to the mailbox and was excited to
find it full of envelopes. I soon discovered that only one
was for HeartCry. It was from a donor whom I did not recog-
nize. I opened the envelope expecting a donation of $25 or
$30 dollars. To my surprise and great joy, it was a check for
$3000! I let out an audible shout for joy while still in the
churchyard. I met with Darian and Jon for prayers of thanks-
giving to our God who has helped us this day. The first
thing tomorrow morning we will set about paying the mis-
sionaries from Peru. It matters little to us that we still lack
funds to pay the missionaries in the other 14 countries. God
has helped us today and given us hope to trust in Him! I
look forward to tomorrow – its trials will be opportunities to
hope in God.

November 25, 2003

We deposited $6857 dollars in our account today, which
gave us a total of $7497.18. We wired the support to the
missionaries in Peru, paid our phone bills and have a re-
mainder of $180. Even though, we do not have the neces-
sary funds to finish out the month, we saw the need to take
on three more missionaries in Peru and help some of our
veteran missionaries with their very special needs. Much
time has passed since we last took on new missionaries in
Peru, but in our hour of greatest need, God leads us to
believe Him for more missionaries. God always seems to ask
more from us when we have less to give, so that His great
supply and lovingkindness might be revealed. Twice, to-
day, we have met for prayer. We are waiting for the mail,
which usually arrives around 3:30 PM. At the moment, we
have $180 and six days remaining to provide the support for
the rest of our missionaries in 14 different countries.

I just retrieved the mail from the mailbox. There was not
one letter for HeartCry. We must continue to wait for God’s
deliverance. We will pray when Darian returns from sending
the money to Peru. I have nothing, but His presence. It is
enough!
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November 26, 2003

Today, the HeartCry staff is going to celebrate Thanks-
giving together, and we have much to be thankful for. This
morning, Darian, Jon, and I gathered for prayer. It was one
of the best times of prayer that we have ever had. I felt led
that God would send someone to us before the mail arrived
who would give a gift to the mission. At midday, a brother
from Kentucky came to the office and gave us $15. It was a
great confirmation to all of us that God had heard our prayers
and that He was with us. At 1:30 PM, we met again for a
time of prayer. I felt a great impression that God was asking
someone somewhere to do something, and whether out of
fear or from a lack of faith, they were struggling with sub-
mitting to the Lord. After a time of prayer, my burden was
lifted.

At 2:45 PM, Darian brought me the mail. Praise the
Lord! We received an additional $1395.92. This was enough
to pay the missionaries in Siberia, Ukraine, and India. After
wiring the money, we will finish the day with $40.44. There
are four days left in the month of November.

The staff will miss another paycheck this week, but we
have food and our bills are paid. Like the oil in the widow’s
jar, God has stretched our resources, and kept the destroyer
at bay. We will meet again for prayer at 3 PM. Tonight we
will meet for prayer with all our families. The Kozlers are
coming in from Detroit and will pray with us. They are
always a great encouragement.

Darian just came in and asked if we could send $30
extra dollars to the missionary in Siberia. This will help him
buy more firewood to keep his family warm. I agreed. We
now have $10.44 in our account. Praise the Lord. What a
privilege He has granted us!

November 28, 2003

Yesterday was Thanksgiving and the mail was not
delivered. Today I knew that we would receive two days
worth of mail and support. I was hoping that there would
be more support because of this. We received $175.00. We
now have 185.44 in hand. We need sixty times this amount
just to pay our men in the field for this month. We have two
more days. We must take guard against doubt, despair,
and self-pity. Tomorrow is another day. We look to God for
deliverance.

November 29, 2003

$220 arrived in the mail today. We now have a total of
$405.44. Tomorrow is Sunday and there will be no mail.
Monday is the 1st of December. Most of the missionaries
have not been paid and the staff was only paid twice dur-
ing the entire month. We are in dire straits. We have made
our need known to no one. We wait upon the Lord. Our
greatest interest is His Glory! I cannot see how our fall
would bring encouragement to the saints, but I do see how
it would justify the carnal. They will say that we were fool-
ish and proud to have believed that a ministry could pros-
per without making its needs known to anyone but God.
Many young believers have been encouraged to trust God
because of His dealings with us. It would have been better
to have never started, than to be the cause of their unbe-
lief. Oh God, we deserve to fail, but please do not let us fail!
Your glory is at stake! Oh God! Please get a Name for Your-
self from this old worn out rag!

November 30, 2003

I preached at the Mexican mission this morning, but
once again, they forgot to give the promised support for
gas money. I was informed this evening that someone gave
$150 in cash to the mission in the morning service. We now
have $555.44. Tomorrow is the 1st of December and we have
yet to pay most of the men for November. This has hap-
pened only a few times in the history of our mission, and
never when the amount needed was so great. I can hardly
bear to ask the staff to go another week without their sala-
ries. I know that they will do it willingly, even joyfully. We
are in the greatest need since our beginning. We will wait
upon the Lord and see what tomorrow will bring. We have
no reason to hope in the flesh. If help comes, it will come
from the Lord.

I spoke with my pastor today. He knows of all our
troubles and would cut off his right arm to help us. He
knows that the Lord has pressed upon us the prohibition
to not make our needs known to even our church. I know
that every person in our church would come to our aid if
they knew there was such a problem. I even know of sev-
eral people throughout the country who would gladly meet
our every need with one donation. But the purpose of our
mission is to depend upon the Lord alone. He is our Pa-
tron. If He wants this mission to continue, He is faithful
and able to let His people know. If He does not help us then
we should not be helped. Although we recognize that God
has had His hand upon us, we know that He does not need
us. If the HeartCry Missionary Society perished tomorrow,
it would not hinder God’s great work on the earth.

December 1, 2003

When I arrived at this office this morning, Darian told
me that someone had given $100 in the Sunday evening
offering. This was encouraging news. We now have
$655.44.

I was thinking again about how the mission where I
preach on Sundays has failed to provide the promised gas
money for the last three weeks. They are wonderful believ-
ers and would do all in their power to help me. It seems the
Lord has made them forget. He is drying up every well dug
by human hands that He alone might be our only fountain.
I feel like Hagar. She and her boy were sent away because
he was not the child of the covenant. When the water that
she was carrying was gone, she laid her boy under a bush
and sat a bow shot away because she could not bear to
watch him die. I do not feel God’s presence. I feel like I have
been sent out into the desert as one who is not a child of
the promise. All our resources are spent. I want to lay the
mission down and run away, for I cannot bear to see it die.
Satan tempts me to anger and grumbling, but who am I to
speak a word against the Lord? I have not been worthy of
even the least of all the mercies He has shown me through-
out the years. Even if He slays me, even if He abandons me
to hell, even then He would be worthy of praise. He has
already done for me more than I could ever deserve in a
thousand lifetimes of service. I will trust in Him regardless
of the outcome. I know these things: God is good, wise,
and powerful. Our circumstances are not the result of some
defect in God. This trial is ordained with perfect wis-
dom, by an absolutely sovereign God, who has
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promised to do us good for the sake of Christ. He works all
things together for our good. Even this! The story of Hagar
and Ishmael ends in a great salvation wrought by God. If
He opened a fountain in the desert for an idolatrous pa-
gan, whose child would grow to be a persecutor of God’s
people, will He not help us, His children? Although there
are many daily tasks to be accomplished today, the prior-
ity of our hearts will be to pray and wait upon the Lord.

I went to the mailbox this afternoon and found enve-
lopes containing $287.00. This brings our total to $942.44.
With this money, we will pay Serbia ($350 + $15 wire fee)
and Paraguay ($200). We will also pay $375.01 worth of
bills that are due. That leaves us with $2.43 and four coun-
tries left to be paid totaling $10,155. We must wait upon
the Lord another day. The one thought that most takes
away my peace and demonstrates my lack of faith is that
even if we pay all the missionaries for November, we will
be behind on December’s support before we even begin.
We always try to send extra support for the holidays. We
truly need a miracle.

December 2, 2003

Today was a good day. Our families came to the church
to take pictures for the December issue of the HeartCry
Magazine. We were filled with joy to watch our children
play and to play with them. How the Lord has blessed us!

I went to the mailbox today and found envelopes con-
taining $612. This gave us a total of $614.43. I had hoped
to send support to more men today, but it was not God’s
will. We met this afternoon to pray and to discuss what the
Lord would have us to do. We know that we are to always
trust him, but we do what He would have us to do. Since
Jon is not a U.S. citizen, he must continue to be supported
by the mission. Darian and I have the possibility of look-
ing for work elsewhere. We determined to wait until the
end of the week. If the funds do not come in to pay our
salaries, we will begin to look for work. In spite of our trial,
the Lord continues to bless us with great joy. We are truly
happy in the Lord! We decided that we would count it a
privilege to accept even the most menial employment for
His Name sake.

Jon was the last to pray. At the end of his prayer, he
asked the Lord to open Gabby’s womb that she might
conceive. He no sooner closed his prayer with Amen, than
Gabby came into the room with tears in her eyes and an-
nounced that she was pregnant. What a tremendous bless-
ing! The news could not have come at a better time for two
reasons. First, it showed us that God answers prayer. Sec-
ondly, Jon’s financial resources are almost depleted and
yet his financial needs will be greater than before. What an
opportunity for God to get a name for Himself!

December 3, 2003

This morning Charo called about the medical bills for
the birth of our son Evan. To our astonishment, they were
all paid by someone who wished to remain anonymous.
We had told no one of our bills. We do not have the faint-
est idea who God used to bless us. It is an encouragement
for us at the mission. God is able to tell others of our
needs.

Today was filled with busy work. A dear brother from
Missouri built a new “super” computer for Jon, and he
spent much of the day getting it ready for use. I inherited
his old computer, which is now running well after being

reformatted. It was simply not large enough to do all that
was required for the magazine.

I went to the mailbox today and was blessed by the
Lord’s kindness to His people. The donations totaled
$2,542.00, and so we now have $3106.43 for the missionar-
ies. One dear family, that has supported us for years with
$1000 a month, sent us $2000 for November and December.
This is not the first time that the Lord has directed them to
give when it was most needed. Another blessing came
from the Mexican mission that has not given me any gas
money (for preaching) for the last three weeks. They sent
me $150, which was given to the mission.

It is 5PM and Darian just left to make a deposit and
mail support to the missionaries. We are able by God’s
good grace to mail support to Benin, Ghana, and Nigeria.
Praise the Lord. We are left with $356.43. Praise the Lord!

I received a letter today from Ernesto Zacarias. He
sent photos of the construction of our new church in Villa
El Salvador. It was truly a blessing to see all the people
gathered inside the new building. A few months ago, we
gave our last $1000 so that the construction could con-
tinue. It might have seemed foolish to many, but seeing
the people gathered in that simple building in order to hear
the Gospel is reward enough.

December 5, 2003

This morning I went to the doctor for blood work and
then to an orthopedic surgeon to discuss the growing
pain in my joints. It seems I have arthritis in most of my
joints. In my fingers, wrists, elbows, shoulders, etc. The
bones in my hand that they pinned together last year are
not growing together. They are going to operate soon on
my right elbow in order to remove some bone chips. Praise
God I do not have arthritis in my hips! They have already
been replaced. I wonder how much of me will be left to
resurrect!

We were greatly blessed today. The Lord provided
$2770 through the mail, and someone gave Jon $20, which
He gave to the mission. This gave us a total of $3146.43.
After making the deposit, Darian was able to send the
support to Zambia. We close the day with $1781.43. We
lack nearly $4700 to pay the missionaries in Romania. We
look to the Lord!

Darian, Jon, and I will not be paid again this week,
but the Lord has seen our need. A dear family in the church
sent groceries to the office today and gave us each a gift
card to Walmart to buy more groceries. In the end, we will
have more supplies in our homes than if we had been paid
our salaries! Has God never given any reason for us to
doubt His character or His promises? “I have been young
and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous for-
saken or his descendants begging bread” (Psalm 37:25).
What grace! He declares the wicked righteous by the blood
of His dear Son, He prepares good deeds for them by His
sovereign will, He empowers them by His Spirit, and then
He rewards them for what they have done as if they had
done it. What grace! What grace! What marvelous grace!
In such grace, we will wait upon Him. I would rather be a
beggar in the courts of God, than sit in the seats of the
mighty in the greatest halls of this present age. I would be
the weakest of all His children, that I might see greater
portions of His grace. I would be the most incompetent,
that I might see greater measures of His strength. I would
be the most helpless, that His strong arm might carry me. I
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would be the most destitute that His right hand might feed
me.

At noon, Darian paid $33.98 worth of bills. He
also discovered that a check for $150 that we received
yesterday was not signed and must be sent back. This
leaves us with a total of $1597.45. I went to the mailbox this
afternoon. There were donations totaling $891. This gives
us a total of $2488.45. We lack nearly $4,000 to pay the
brothers in November. Help must come soon! I have peace.

December 8, 2003

$655 came in over the weekend and $1585 came in the
mail today. After paying bills of $39.26, we have $3131 in
cash and $1558.19 in the bank.

December 9, 2003

Only two checks came in today - one for $50 and the
other for $4000. Darian deposited $7181 today. Praise God!
This gives us a total of $8739.19. After paying Romania
and several bills that were due, we are left with $644.25.
The support for November has been paid. Praise God.

December 10, 2003

We received a total of $3074.08 today. $1800 was des-
ignated and so only $1274.06 can be used for missionary
support.

December 11, 2003

We paid $124.61 in due bills, but received $1462.63 in
the mail. We made a deposit of $4536.71, giving us a total of
$5056.75.

December 12, 2003

Today $745 was divided up among the staff to pay
due bills. No donations came in today, but we were also
notified that we had $1000 more in the bank than what we
expected. We end the day with $5294.80.

December 15, 2003

$340 came in over the weekend and I received
$250 for preaching two services in New Hampshire. This
morning Darian made a deposit of $590 giving us a total of
$5884.80. With this money, we were able to pay the mis-
sionaries in Peru, buy the necessary office supplies, and
pay due bills.

The Lord provided $4005.65 in the afternoon mail.
$1000 was designated, but the rest can be used for mis-
sionary support.

December 16, 2003

$1904.22 came in today through the mail and
Darian made a deposit of $5909.87. Today we paid for the
printing of our magazine as well as the missionaries in the
following countries: Moldova, Paraguay, Siberia, Ukraine,
Israel, Zambia, and India. We have $315.50 in the bank.

December 18, 2003

$325 came in yesterday through the mail and $358
came in today. Today $1210 was divided up among the
staff according to need to pay due bills. This will have to
be reimbursed to our church before any funds for the mis-
sionaries can be sent out. We now have $315.50 in the

bank and $683 on hand for a total of $998.50. We are $211.50
short of paying Monday’s debt, and short $10,745 to pay
the missionaries’ salaries.

December 19, 2003

$300 came in today through the mail. We made a
deposit of $983, giving us a total of $1298.50 in the bank.
We were able to reimburse the church $1210. We are left
with $88.50 in the bank.

In the afternoon, an anonymous donor sent $180
to my mother’s house and I gave the money to the mission.

Darian and I are traveling to Memphis this after-
noon to pick up my cousin who is coming in to hunt for a
few days. He was to fly into Paducah, but the airport was
closed for repairs. We had to travel 3 and 1/2 hours one
way. The Lord impressed upon us both that He had a pur-
pose in the long drive. When we arrived at the airport we
met my cousin and four other people who were stranded.
We offered to take them all back to Paducah. On the way, I
was able to share the Gospel for over an hour with every-
one in the car. They were all very receptive. They also paid
for our gas, and unknown to us, left us $40, which we gave
to the mission. Praise God.

We now have $88.50 in the bank and $220 cash on
hand.

December 21, 2003

There was $1,200 worth of donations in Saturday’s
mail. $450 was found slipped under the door of our office.
We now have $88.50 in the bank and $1870 in cash on
hand.

We have been praying for a gun for Mario Sali-
nas, who is a HeartCry mission in the jungles of
Condorcanqui in Peru. He will use the gun to provide meat
for his family. Today, a dear brother sent us $200 for the
gun. Praise God!

December 22, 2003

$1525 came in the mail today. We now have $88.50
in the bank and $3595.00 in cash on hand.

December 23, 2003

Today, we made a deposit of $3595 and paid our
missionaries in Serbia, Benin, Ghana, and Nigeria. We have
a total of $1318.50 in the bank. We lack paying the Roma-
nians.

Yesterday, an additional $101 was sent to my house
and $1236 came in the mail and one sister gave us $100 at
our Christmas service for a total of $2755.50.

December 28, 2003

From the 23rd through the 27th,  $13,311.74 came in
giving us a total of $16067.24. After paying the missionar-
ies yet to be paid and the staff’s salaries for last week, we
will close out the month with $6037.24. Praise be unto God!
No missionary has missed a salary and the staff has had no
need that God did not meet.



For the first time in over eighty years, the
full autobiography of George Müller is back in
print in a beautiful hardback edition.  This cov-
ers Müller’s entire life and ministry, especially
the Bristol Orphanage, in which God met the
needs of 120,000 children over a period of 63
years.

The subtitle “A Million and a Half in Answer
to Prayer” is better appreciated when we under-
stand that a million and a half pounds then is 75
million dollars in current US currency.  This
amount came in over a period of 63 years in an-
swer to prayer for the orphans.

The volume includes over forty original pho-
tos of Müller, his staff and associates, the or-
phan homes, and the orphans themselves.
Müller’s full account of God’s faithfulness will
inspire any reader with the reality that there is
indeed a living God who is glorified by answer-
ing believing prayer.

George Müller has for years been a
pacesetter for me in prayer. His Auto-
biography is a veritable orchard of
faith-building fruit. I have found
Müller’s way absolutely crucial in my
own life—be with the Lord before I am
with anyone else and let Him speak to me
first.

— John Piper

Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

I am so pleased that Westminster Literature Resources has pub-
lished this new edition of George Müller’s Autobiography. The
story you will read in these pages is one of the most remarkable
episodes in the history of the Christian church. As you read through
its pages, you will see something of the growth of the man and his
ideas. His conviction was that God is the living God and the secret
of life is to delight yourself in Him.

—Roger Steer

Author and Trustee of the British and Foreign Bible Society

Autobiography of George Müller
A Million and a Half in Answer to Prayer

Order From:

Mack Tomlinson

2101 Wisteria St.

Denton, Texas 76205

Order by Phone:  (940) 594-9156 or  (940) 565 1022

Order by fax: (940) 891 3334

ISBN 0-9647552-0-3

Clothbound, 736 pages

Sale price for HeartCry readers:

$28.00 Postpaid.

(5 or more copies $25.00 each)

To order by e-mail: macknlinda@aol.com

George Müller (1805-1898) believed he had seen over 50,000 answers to prayer. Refus-

ing to ask anyone but God alone for help, he fed, clothed and housed 10,024 orphans

during his lifetime in Bristol, England. Perhaps no one in modern history has demon-

strated the life of trust in God more persistently and conspicuously than this man.

A Brief Account of the Life and Labors of George Müller was written by Müller’s

second wife. It is a concise, faithful, and intriguing overview of Müller’s remarkable life

and work up until he began his missionary journeys in his seventies. A summary of this

latter period is also included.

Two sections of this book were written by George Müller himself: first, his original

introduction to Mrs. Müller’s work, notable particularly for the explanation of how his

Narrative ignited revival in Ireland, and, second, a collection of his journal entries

which we have called “George Müller on Money and Possessions.” This compilation

presents a challenging alternative to 21st century presuppositions and practices re-

garding business, investment, retirement, and charitable giving.

ISBN:0-9745253-1-6 164 pages, Paperback

Retail price: $11.99 email: Jim Elliff

Order From: info@ccwonline.org

Christian Communicators Worldwide

For volume purchases please request pricing Online: www.ccwonline.org

A Brief Account of the Life and Labors of George Müller



Contact Us: We would count it a privilege to hear from you and answer any questions you might have regarding our ministry

to the nations. Please do not hesitate to contact us by any of the following means:

Address: The HeartCry Missionary Society, 6970 Waldo Church Rd. Metropolis, IL.62960

Telephone: (618) 564-2770 Email: heartcry@hcis.net Website: www.heartcrymissionary.com

“Do you not say, ‘There are yet

four months, and then comes the

harvest’?  Behold, I say to you,

lift up your eyes, and look on the

fields, that they are white for har-

vest.” John 4:35

If the Christian is truly obedient to the Great Com-
mission, he will give his life to go down into the well
or to hold the rope for those who go down. Either
way the rope will be burned into his hands. The
depth of the scars will determine the extent of the
obedience...

Have you surrendered your life to go to the lost
peoples of the world, or have you surrendered your
life to support those who go? What has the Great
Commission cost you? Where are your scars!

As a Christian, you have been called to par-
ticipate fully and sacrificially in the Great Commis-
sion (Matthew 28:18-20); however it may not be
God’s will for you to do so through this ministry.
Please seek the Lord in prayer and in the study of
the Scriptures before sending financial support.
Please do not send financial support to this minis-
try if you are not being faithful in giving to your
local church.

1. You may join us in prayer.
Prayer is the greater work in the Kingdom of
God. We are not large, nor strong, nor wise.
We exist by the gracious hand of our Master.
We depend upon your praying more than any
other benefit you may give. Our greatest de-
sire is that you continue to lift us up to the
Father in the Name of the Son and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

2. You may join us through giving undesignated

financial support.
All undesignated giving is used to the glory
of God for the advancement of His Kingdom.
The great percentage of undesignated giv-
ing is used in the ministry in the foreign field.
Because our offices are located in our home
church of Waldo Baptist, our administrative
costs are held to a bare minimum.

3. You may join us through designated giving to

a special ministry.
Some of our special ministries for which you
may designate funds are: national mission-
ary support, Bible and literature distribution,
church construction, or the purchasing of
evangelistic tools such as films, projectors,
cars, etc.

HeartCry
Join in the Harvest
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Catalog of Resources

COMPACT DISC AUDIO - CD

HeartCry’s 1st Annual Conference 2003 (4 CD set)

HeartCry’s 2nd Annual Conference 2004 (6 CD set)

Youth Conference 2002, Montgomery AL (1 CD)

Biblical Assurance, Austin TX 2004 (3 CD set)

Clothed with Christ, Austin TX 2004 (2 CD set)

No Greater Truth, Austin TX 2004 (2 CD set)

There’s too much Riding on Eternity, Austin TX (2CD)

To Love The Word of God, Austin TX 2004 (4CD)

To Joy of Giving all to the Lord, Austin TX (2CD)

Obedience the pathway to blessing, Austin TX (3CD)

MP3 AUDIO - CD ROM

HeartCry’s 1st Annual Conference 2003 (1disc)

HeartCry’s 2nd Annual Conference 2004 (1disc)

Paul Washer in Austin TX - 24 messages (1disc)

DVD VIDEO

7 Years of HeartCry - Single Disc DVD

A Missionary Letter - Single Disc DVD

Youth Conference 2002 - Single Disc DVD

CD ROM ARCHIVE
The HeartCry Magazine Archive CDROM

HeartCry Magzines volumes 11 - 40

(single CDROM - Includes volume 1 also)

CD

$15

$20

$6

$12

$8

$8

$8

$8

$8

$8

Mp3
$8

$8

$16

DVD

$12

$12

$12

CDROM

$10

Resource Suggested Donation
M

P
3
 A

U
D

IO

Name:_____________________________________ Total Donation:$____________

Address:_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Any and all donations from the distribution of this resource will be used in support of indigenous missionaries

throughout the world. Please send a check or postal order along with this form to:

HeartCry Missionary Society - 6970 Waldo Church Rd, Metropolis, IL 62960

# sets

HeartCryMissionary Society

That His Name be Great among the Nations...
Phone: 618-564-2770
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NEW
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What part of “GO” do you not

understand?  (Matthew 28:18-20)

Email: darian.rottmann@heartcrymissionary.com

Visit Our Web Site
www.heartcrymissionary.com

Phone: 618.564.2770 Fax: 618.564.3471

Victory! George Müller’s funeral with orphans following behind.
“Though he is dead, he still speaks.” (Hebrews 11:4)


