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GreetinGs
As we prepare this edition of  the 

HeartCry Magazine, winter is pass-
ing, and spring is almost upon us. 
The weather grows warmer, the days 
lengthen, and the ground is thawing. 
Soon everything will be coming to life 
for another cycle of  spring and sum-
mer until winter draws near again and 
causes all growth and fruit-bearing 
to cease. 

In many ways, the passing of  the 
seasons is an illustration of  our brief  
and fleeting lives: we have only a cer-
tain number of  days to grow and pro-
duce fruit before winter passes over 
us and we are called home to glory! 
It is in this context that the following 
words of  Jesus serve as a correction 
for all our slothfulness and distracted 
wandering:

“We must work the works of  
Him who sent Me as long as it 
is day; night is coming when 
no one can work.” – John 9:4

While we have strength and breath, 
we must not give way to idleness or 
lose ourselves in the entanglements 
of  this world, but in obedience to the 
admonition of  Hebrews, we must “lay 
aside every encumbrance and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and...
run with endurance the race that is 

set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). As the 
Apostle Paul explains, “all run, but 
only one receives the prize”; let us, 
therefore, run in such a way that we 
may win (I Corinthians 9:24).

The fields are white for harvest 
(John 4:35). There is so much to be 
done in Jesus’ name and so much that 
can be done in Jesus’ power. While it 
is true that the evangelization of  the 
world in our generation is humanly 
impossible, it is not impossible for 
God or for those who rely upon His 
Word and power. Let us, like David, 
strengthen ourselves in the Lord (I 
Samuel 30:6) and serve the purpose 
of  God in our own generation (Acts 
13:36). Let us go out into this dark 
and dying world as lights, directing 
all men to the source of  all light and 
life – Jesus Christ.  

There are still so many places 
where the gospel has yet to be 
preached with clarity and power. Pray 
that God might prepare and send 
forth laborers into His harvest. Offer 
yourself  to God for this purpose. Pre-
pare yourself  so that you might be a 
useful servant. Surrender yourself  as 
a willing instrument to do His will in 
any place, under any circumstance, 
and at any cost!   

Chipata
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Three New 
MissioNaries 
iN Zambia 

by Sean Reece

It is our great privilege to intro-
duce three new missionaries working 
in Zambia. Please pray for the work as 
it continues to expand beyond Zambia 
and into all of Africa. 

Sangwani Mtika
Sangwani recently completed a 

pastoral internship under Pastor Ngo-
ma at Calvary Baptist Church in the city 
of Chipata. Chipata is located on Zam-
bia’s eastern border with Malawi. 
In June 2015, Sangwani was 
ordained and sent out by Cal-
vary Baptist to plant a church 
in the Magazine district of 
Chipata. The following are 
the testimonies of Pastor 
Sangwani and his wife Betty.

Sangwani’S  
TeSTimony

My parents took my siblings and 
me to church from a very tender age. 
Nevertheless, the only time I remem-
ber sensing a need for salvation was 
between the years 2000 and 2002. At 
that time, “altar calls” were the order 
of  the day, and the only way I knew to 
give my life to the Lord was through 
repeating the sinner’s prayer. 

One day, there was a crusade at a 
nearby school. As I left my home and 

walked toward the school, I made 
up my mind to give my life to 

the Lord. However, I then be-
gan to think about what my 
friends would say. Because 
of  this, I said in my heart 
that if  any of  them respond-

ed to the altar call, then I 
would join him and give my life 
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to the Lord. None of  my friends ended 
up going forward, so I did not either.

In spite of  this, the Lord was very 
gracious to me. Not long afterwards, 
during a visit with a believing friend 
at his work place, I met another 
friend who was staying with him. He 
invited me to his nearby home in or-
der to talk to me about the gospel. 
Although I really desired to be born 
again, I found myself  telling him the 
lie that I was in a hurry. I thank God 
that the brother insisted, telling me 
that it would not take long. That day, 
he shared the gospel with me, and I 
truly gave my life to the Lord! 

One would expect me to have been 
full of  joy in that moment, but instead 
I was filled with fear. I knew how I had 
lived before, and I understood the kind 
of  lifestyle that was expected of  every-
one who belonged to Christ. Therefore, 
I was afraid that I was not going to be 
able to live in a right manner; but God 
took care of  my fears.

After I was saved, I attended a 
lunch-hour fellowship where the Word 
of  God was preached. I met a friend 
there who worked for a Christian min-
istry that encouraged and equipped 
believers to go into villages to spread 
the gospel. I began accompanying 
him, and we alternated in preaching.

Later, when I went to Intec Col-
lege in South Africa to train in elec-
tronics, the pastor of  the church I at-
tended started having me help, first 
as a worship leader and later as a 
preacher. Although I was ministering, 
I never seriously considered becom-
ing a pastor. 

After being at college for some 
time, I lost interest in electronics and 
decided to go back to Malawi. It was 
at this point that I began to enter-

tain the thought of  serving the Lord 
in full-time ministry, but because 
there was no church to support me, I 
worked part-time to sustain myself. As 
time passed, the feeling that I should 
serve the Lord continued to haunt 
me. I shared this with my former pas-
tor, the late Percy Chisenga, who was 
serving as a missionary pastor in Ma-
lawi under Kabwata Baptist Church 
and in coordination with HeartCry. He 
sat down and counseled me. He then 
connected me to Covenant College in 
Zambia so that I could pursue theo-
logical training in pastoral ministry. 

After I graduated, I completed 
a pastoral internship under Pastor 
Ngoma at Calvary Baptist Church in 
the city of  Chipata. In June 2015, I 
was ordained and sent out by Calvary 
Baptist to plant a church in the Mag-
azine district of  Chipata.

Betty’s testimony

A s a child, I attended church  
but had many wrong ideas. 
I thought that church atten-

dance was synonymous with being a 
Christian. However, in 1994, my aunt 
came to stay with us, and she shared 
the Word of  God with me. It was then 
that I realized that there was more 
to Christianity and that something 
needed to be done apart from just 
going to church, singing in a choir, or 
being a good child. One day, my aunt 
and I attended a crusade in which 
there was preaching about salvation 
and how we could become God’s 
children. Afterwards, my aunt and I 
read from John 1:12. Through this, 
the Lord opened my understanding, 
and I surrendered my life to Christ.

Blessings 
ndhlovu

The second new mission-
ary in Zambia is also part of the 
growing wave of “vernacular” (native 
language) church plants among the 
Reformed Baptists of Zambia.  Bless-

ings is a 2014 graduate of 
Kabwata Baptist Church’s 

pastoral internship program 
and has a Bible degree from 

Central Africa Baptist College. 
Faith Baptist Church in Garneton (a 
suburb of Kitwe in the Copperbelt) has 
sent him to plant a church in Twatasha 

 2Kitwe
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Township, a poorer section of Kitwe. The church services will be in Bemba, the 
native language of that region. In the following are recorded the testimonies of 
Pastor Blessings and his wife Mukwamba.

Blessings’ testimony

I was converted to Christ in De-
cember 2001. I was so convicted 
about my sin that I could not leave 

the church premises until I gave my 
life to Jesus Christ. The sermon was 
about going to hell or heaven and was 
preached by Pastor Nathan Washer 
at Faith Baptist Church of  Garneton. 
During the preaching, he gave an il-
lustration about how Jesus came to 
give His life for His people. He said 
that it was like a hen that went into 
the field with its chicks. When the 
hen saw that the field was on fire, 
she called out to her chicks. Most of  
them came back to their mother, but 
there was one that did not believe her. 
When the fire came, the mother hen 
died, as did the chick that ignored 
her. As the farmer was going through 
the field to see how far the fire had 
gone, he found the hen dead. Lifting 
her up, he found the chicks under 
her alive – protected by the mother’s 
wings. She had given her life for her 
chicks. Similarly, Jesus Christ left 
heaven and gave His life for our sins, 
that whoever believes will be saved.

That story really touched my 
heart. Then the pastor paused with a 
question: ‘Are you under the wings of  
Jesus Christ, protected from the fire 
that is coming?’ From that moment, I 

knew I needed to give my life to Jesus 
Christ. I asked one of  the leaders to 
show me how to receive Jesus Christ 
in my life. He showed me verses from 
the Bible, and I prayed after he ex-
plained everything to me. He also 
prayed for me.

After being born again, I started 
laboring for God, and I grew to love 
preaching. However, though I felt a 
great desire to serve in the ministry, 
I also wanted to pursue a career in 
nursing in order to support myself  
financially. I thought that I could be 
a nurse and still help the lead pastor 
in things like evangelism and teach-
ing children. But when I began study-
ing nursing, I found that I quickly left 
the Lord’s service. It was as if  I was 
running away from God. My life could 
be likened to that of  Moses, and it 
reached a point where it seemed that 
God took everything away from me. 
God closed the door of  my medical 
career, and a month later He opened 
the door for me to study theology at 
Central Africa Baptist College. This 
was when I became convinced that 
God wanted me in full-time ministry. 
From that time forward, I surren-
dered all to Jesus so that He could 
use me in any way that He pleased. 
All glory to Him alone!

mukwamBa's testimony

M y parents are very strong 
Christians. Every night we 
used to have a family Bible 

study; I was converted during one of  
these studies when I was eleven years 
old. Before that, I thought that I was 
a Christian because I was going to 
church every week and reading Bible 
stories. But when I heard my father 
teaching on salvation, I started ask-
ing myself, “Am I really a Christian?”

So, one night after our Bible study, 
I went to my dad and asked him how 
I could be saved. He explained the 
way of  salvation to me using only 

the Bible. He said that Jesus Christ’s 
death was the only way for salvation 
– not works or going to church or do-
ing other good things. He read to me 
from Romans 3:23; 6:23; 10:9-10; 
John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9; and Acts 
16:30. 

On that day, I gave my life to Je-
sus Christ. A year later, I was bap-
tized. My life is wonderful because I 
know that I am saved. Knowing that 
Someone died for my life makes it so 
valuable, loved, and treasured. There 
have been failures from my side, but I 
thank God that He helps me. He picks 

-
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me up, cleanses me, and forgives me. 
I am thankful to have such a loving 
God; and I always ask that I may live a 

life that is pleasing, holy, and accept-
able to His ways. I want to grow more 
and more into His Son’s image.

Kennedy  
KawamBale

The third new missionary 
added in Zambia this month is Ken-
nedy Kawambale. He was ordained and 
sent out by Kabwata Baptist Church to 
plant a church in Chamba Valley.  This 
is a new and rapidly growing middle-to-
upper-class area of Lusaka. There are 
very few churches there. Below are the 
testimonies of Pastor Kennedy and his 
wife Mary.

kennedy’s testimony

I came to the saving knowledge of  
our Lord and Savior in 1984 when 
I was in seventh grade. I came 

from a Roman Catholic background 
and was a very religious person who 
loved going to church every Sunday. 
However, I did not like the teaching 
of  being “born again” since I associ-
ated this doctrine with the evangeli-
cal fanatics. 

I tried to become a good person 
in my own way, but I failed. Several 
times I tried to get recruited as an al-
tar boy but to no avail. This made my 
religious life unsatisfactory. I did not 
know what my eternal destiny would 
be if  I were to die.

In 1984, my uncle came to stay 
with us. He had just been released 
from jail and had lost his job as a 
teacher in the government. He was 
not a Christian when he first came 
to stay with us, but he was saved a 
short while after.

In his former teaching career, my 
uncle had taught Religious Education. 
But the day he was saved, he came 
home beaming with joy, declaring that 
he was a new creation and had been 
born again. Knowing his previous 
behavior, we put him to the test. My 
mum would buy him beer and ciga-

rettes, but he would refuse 
and say that he was now a 
new creation in Christ. Fur-

thermore, he found a job in a 
private school, and he started to 

use a great chunk of  his earnings to 
buy Christian books and contribute 
to the church in offerings and tithe.

After observing him for over a 
month, I began to fear for my life, 
because I realized that whatever my 
uncle was saying about his encoun-
ter with Christ had to be real. The 
drastic change in his life had caught 
my heart, and I knew that whatev-
er he was claiming about meeting 
Christ must be authentic. I suddenly 
became acutely aware of  death and  
the fact that I had no savior.

One day, my uncle invited me to 
his church at Chamboli, and I glad-
ly went. For the first time, I heard 
preaching about being born again 
from John 3:1-5. It made so much 
sense that I wondered why I had not 
previously seen the new birth as a 
necessity for all who are entering the 
Kingdom of  God. After the sermon, I 
gave my life to the Lord, and I came 
to know a lightness in my heart which 
I had never known before. I was ready 
to die from that day forward.

Life after conversion was not easy. 
My friends would mock and laugh at 
me that I had taken religion too seri-
ously at a very tender age. I shared 
the gospel of  Christ with them. The 
following year, my uncle left for the 
village, and he passed away while he 
was there. I worried about who would 
replace him as my spiritual father, 
but God was gracious and brought a 
Christian couple from Lusaka to Kit-
we. They became a source of  spiri-
tual encouragement to me. From that 
time until now, I have no regret that I 
gave my life to the Lord Jesus Christ.

My desire to serve the Lord 
through preaching started in the ear-

3Chamba
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ly 1990’s, when I was fellowshipping 
with Riverside Chapel in Kitwe. It was 
during this time that I discovered my 
passion for ministry as we shared 
the gospel with the lost. Eventually, 
we planted a local church in a shanty 
compound called Kanyala. I began to 
practice my gift of  preaching at this 
fellowship with friends from River-
side Chapel.

From 1991 to 1993, I pursued 
a certificate course in biomedical 
science at the School of  Medical 
Laboratories at Ndola Central Hospi-
tal. During this period, I came into 
contact with a group of  Reformed-
minded brethren in Ndola. Their fel-
lowship had a huge impact on my 
life, as I could see that they not only 
studied and taught doctrine but also 
lived it out. These men became dis-
satisfied with the church they were 
attending because it was becoming 
more charismatic in its doctrine, 
practice, and worship. They began 
to meet in homes to study the Scrip-
tures, doctrine, and church history. 
This became my training ground, 
and I have to say that it was during 
this time that I began to appreciate 
being a Baptist.

After completing my studies at 
Ndola School of  Biomedical Sci-
ences in August 1993, I was posted 
to Mansa General Hospital. There I 
joined Mansa Central Baptist Church. 
Four months later, I was accepted to 
go to Evelyn Hone College to pursue 
another course in the same field. It 
was during this time that I met Pas-
tor Conrad Mbewe, and I joined the 
preachers’ class organized by him to 

equip those who were sensing a call 
to ministry but recognized their need 
to sharpen their preaching skills. For 
three years, I sat under his leader-
ship and teaching, learning the art of  
preaching from him and practicing 
at young people’s meetings.

When I returned to Mansa Cen-
tral Baptist Church, I took over the 
preaching duties, because the church 
at the time did not have a pastor. 
The leadership of  the church recog-
nized my gift and wondered where I 
had learned how to preach. Some of  
them (including my future wife Mary) 
asked me if  I had thought of  going 
into full-time ministry. However, al-
though I had come to appreciate that 
God had given me a gift in preaching, 
I did not yet recognize the call. I sim-
ply preached out of  desire and also 
because of  my admiration of  Pastor 
Mbewe.

The few opportunities I was giv-
en to share the gospel continued to 
attract questions of  why I was not 
serving the Lord in full-time ministry. 
After a chat with Elder George Sitali 
on the matter of  ministry, I was sent 
to serve at one of  KBC’s mission 
stations in Choma. In 2006, they 
extended a call to me to pastor the 
church, but I did not consider myself  
to be ready, so I turned it down.

In August 2008, Kabwata Bap-
tist Church started up a new work in 
Monze. I was given the task to oversee 
the work, and I took the challenge. 
When the work reached a state where 
it needed the oversight of  a resident 
undershepherd, the work was hand-
ed over to Pastor Brian Mutale.

-
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Now it is 2016, and I feel ready 
to go into the Lord’s work full-time. 
I have quit my formal employment, 
because it has been competing with 

the work of  God. If  I am to work ef-
fectively for the Lord and serve Him 
in a meaningful way, I have no choice 
but to let go of  Caesar.

mary’s testimony

I come from a family of  non-Chris-
tians, though (humanly speaking) 
we considered ourselves to be 

moral persons. In terms of  church 
gatherings, I met with the United 
Church of  Zambia. In time I was giv-
en a leadership role. In spite of  my 
involvement in the church’s activi-
ties, my life was empty, because I did 
not have Christ in my life.

In 1984, my dad retired from the 
mines for medical reasons, and we 
went to the village of  Nakonde in the 
Muchinga province. In 1988, I was 
sent to live with my uncle, who was 
a teacher at Chamboli Secondary 
School. He was not a believer, and 
he did not like the idea of  born-again 
Christians coming to share the Word 
of  God with me. He perceived Chris-
tians as people who were in church 
to find money or marriage.

One of  my friends, Rhoda, would 
always share the gospel with me but 
I did not take it seriously. However, in 
1989, when I was in eighth grade, I 
met some Scripture Union members 
who invited me to attend their fellow-
ship. There I saw my history teacher, 
Mr. Indala, preaching from John 3:16 
about the love of  God for the world. It 
was this unique love of  God that cut 
my heart and led me to think about 
my own life. I could not imagine how 
God could give His one and only Son 
to the world to save them from their 
sins. I gave my life to the Lord.

After my conversion, a number 
of  Christians taught me the Bible. 
Among them was my mathematics 
teacher, Mr. Mukuyamba. I also left 
my old church and began attending 
my Rhoda’s church. There I enjoyed 
good fellowship and grew in the 
things of  God. I read the Bible, was 
involved in the choir group, and was 
a youth leader.

At home, however, my life grew 
very difficult. My uncle became the 
source of  persecution, because he did 
not want my Christian friends coming 
to my home to encourage me in the 
things of  God. He thought that they 
were responsible for the changes in 
my life. At times, he would chase me 
from home, and I would go and stay 
at the home of  one of  our pastors.

In February 1997, I was accepted 
into Nursing School in Mansa, and 
that is where I met Mr. Kawambale. 
Because I was too late to be admit-
ted in school that year, the principal 
offered me a job as an accounts clerk 
until the next enrollment in June. 
I took the job and was provided liv-
ing quarters. It was during this time 
that I was invited to Mansa Central 
Baptist Church by Kennedy, who was 
preaching that day. The order of  ser-
vice and the preaching of  God’s Word 
was very good, and I decided to con-
tinue fellowshipping with this church. 
Eventually, we were married and are 
now serving the Lord together!  
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By Jamey T.

H eartCry Missionary Society 
has been fervently pray-
ing and imploring God for 
opportunities to partner 

with spiritually mature churches and 
faithful ministries in Burma (also 
known as Myanmar). Therefore, we 
were excited to discover through a 
friend the favorable details of  a min-
istry in Burma under the leadership 
and guidance of  Pastor Paul M.

Paul is pastoring a local church, 
translating the Bible into his native 
tongue (the Falam Chin language), 
and serving as President of  the Bib-
lical School of  Theology (BST). The 
college offers a B.Th. (Bachelor of  
Theology) and has an enrollment of  
approximately 150 students. Paul 
formed the college in 1996, and many 
young men and women have been 
blessed spiritually and academically 
through the education they have re-
ceived. Students are received into 
the school through the recommen-
dation of  their pastors, and many of  
the young men who have graduated 
are presently serving as pastors and 
church planters throughout Burma. 
The current student body represents 
almost all of  the Burmese states and 
many of  the ethnic groups scattered 
throughout the country.

The HeartCry staff  was pro-
foundly interested in the Burmese 
efforts after our initial correspon-
dences with Pastor Paul M. revealed 

that we had mutual theological and 
methodological convictions. Heart-
Cry was then invited to visit Pastor 
Paul in person and see the ministry 
firsthand. 

In August, we visited the work 
and taught through the Epistle of  
James to the senior class at BST.  
The school incorporates English lan-
guage courses into its curriculum 
during the students’ freshman and 
sophomore years; because of  this, 
the seniors were proficient in the 
English language, and we were able 
to converse with them without the 
assistance of  a Burmese translator. 
The students were extremely atten-
tive and appeared deeply interested 
in the Word of  God.

It was very hot there, and the 
electricity would occasionally shut 
down, which resulted in losing the 
luxury of  ceiling fans. We discovered 
that Burmese students understand-
ably become drowsy when they are 
too hot. To battle the drowsiness, the 
students have been taught to stand 
with Bibles in hand to help them con-
tinue to listen carefully! So, in spite 
of  the recurrent power outages, the 
exposition of  James was well-re-
ceived and, we trust, deeply edifying.

In addition to teaching from 
James, we were invited to preach at 
the local church. The church has a 
lovely and accommodating building 
on the premises, next to BST. The 

Seven New 
MiSSionarieS

Burma
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spacious building was full because 
both the local church and the stu-
dents of  BST were meeting together. 
We were warmly welcomed, and the 
congregation received the Word of  
God with earnestness. Overall, we 
were greatly encouraged during the 
worship service through the mutual 
fellowship, the singing of  hymns, the 
fervent prayers, and the ministry of  
the Word.

Our initial visit gave HeartCry the 
opportunity to discuss with Paul M. 
and the elders of  the church their 
burdens, efforts, and methodology 
in fulfilling the Great Commission in 
Burma. We became convinced that 
Paul and the pastors and evangelists 
associated with him are laboring dili-
gently to make known the glories of  
Christ’s person and work throughout 
Burma.

Burma has a population of  over 
50 million people, most of  whom are 
unreached with the gospel. To rec-
tify this, the ministry is laboring to 

plant healthy churches in every prov-
ince and among every people group 
in Burma. Paul has a great burden 
to see God’s Kingdom expand and 
healthy churches flourish in a nation 
that is dominated by Buddhism.

Our time in Burma was informa-
tive, and it strengthened our relation-
ship with Paul M. As a result, Heart-
Cry has begun supporting seven 
indigenous missionaries in Burma 
associated with Paul’s ministry. We 
are extremely thankful to God for 
hearing and answering our prayers 
and granting us an opportunity to 
partner with Paul and the mission-
aries in this nation, which has been 
blinded by radical Buddhists. We 
ask that you continue to pray for our 
partnership with Paul and that the 
missionaries that we are support-
ing (some of  whom are in difficult 
and dangerous locations)vju might 
“speak forth the mystery of  Christ” 
with boldness and love (Colossians 
4:3).

I 
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Cambodia

THree New  
MiSSionarieS

By Jamey T.

W hen you hear about the 
suffering in Cambo-
dia’s recent history—
the unimaginable hor-

rors of  genocide orchestrated by the 
Khmer Rouge or the indescribable 
sufferings resulting from land mines, 
AIDS, and child trafficking—do you 
feel sympathy? Do you have pity for 
the multitudes of  people that remain 
unreached with the gospel and have 
yet to hear the message of  salvation 
through Jesus Christ in this little na-
tion in Southeast Asia? The Joshua 
Project reports that 29 of  the 41 
people groups in Cambodia remain 
unreached and that the percentage 
of  Evangelicals is a scarce 1.6% of  
the total population.

While it is good to feel sympathy 
and pity because of  these things, sym-
pathy alone has never rescued a child 
enslaved by sexual predators or car-
ried the feet of  an evangelist to faraway 
places. In the words of  missionary Da-
vid Livingstone, “Sympathy is no substi-
tute for action.” But take heart, because 
your prayers and support are taking ac-
tion by enabling indigenous missionar-
ies and pastors to minister to broken 
lives and lost souls in Cambodia.

HeartCry is currently supporting 
seven missionaries in Cambodia. They 
are faithfully serving in newly planted 
churches, striving to see young disciples 
grow into mature saints. Every week, 
these churches are receiving sound bib-
lical teaching and pastoral care. These 
men are also seeking to proclaim the 
gospel where the message of  salvation 
remains untold and to reach populations 
where healthy churches are non-existent.

There are obvious challenges in 
Cambodia for these men. Buddhism 
remains a stronghold that blinds the 
population. When people leave the 
Buddhist pagoda to follow Christ and 
unite with Christian assemblies, local 
monks instigate opposition toward the 
missionaries. Poverty is also a major 
struggle, forcing some of  the people 
to leave the local church in search of  
jobs that will provide for their basic 
needs. Others battle with anxiety and 
unbelief, wondering if  they can provide 
for their families without working every 
day of  the week. As a result, they often 
fail to meet together on the Lord’s Day.

And yet, while the churches in 
Cambodia are constantly confronted 
with difficulties and opposition, God 
remains faithful and continues to 
build His Church. HeartCry is blessed 
to partner with faithful men who are 
striving to make the glory of  Christ 
known by spreading the sweet aroma 
of  the gospel to a nation that has 
experienced tremendous heartache. 
The newly established churches 
are maturing in the faith and grow-
ing in number despite the powerful 
darkness of  the surrounding pagan 
culture. Praise God that several bap-
tisms were reported this month and 
that Bible studies have begun in sev-
eral new villages. These brothers are 
requesting prayer, that they might 
“stay strong and faithful to serve in 
expanding God’s Kingdom in Cambo-
dia.” Please join in praying with us!

Sympathy that fuels faithful activ-
ity is a potent force. Christ, our great 
High Priest, sympathizes with our 
weaknesses and trials. He is also a 
Man of  action, who has secured eter-

in
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nal salvation for us and continues to 
provide support and care by acting 
on our behalf  for our good. Let those 
of  us who know Christ sympathize 
with the hurting and act on their be-

half  for their good and God’s glory.
In the following are testimonies 

from the three newest of  the seven 
missionaries we are now supporting 
in Cambodia.

sova s.

Sova was a practicing Buddhist 
before an evangelist communicated 
the gospel to him; he was converted 
to Jesus Christ in 1997. After Sova be-
came a Christian, he was called into 
the ministry and experienced a burn-
ing zeal to make the glories of Christ 
known in Cambodia. He also desired 
to plant biblical churches throughout 
the nation. Sova planted a church in a 
village in Kampot Province soon after 
his ordination to the pastorate. He is 
now pastoring a newly planted church 
in an area where half of the population 
remains unreached with the message 
of Jesus Christ. The following is Sova’s 
testimony of conversion.

i was born in May of  1974 and am 
married to Hun. God has given us 
two beautiful children, and we are 
thankful for His mercy that has 

been abundantly given to us.
Before I believed in God, I fol-

lowed the Buddhist religion, but I did 
not know if  my religion was right or 
wrong. Every day I would buy incense 
sticks to burn in order to worship and 
pray for safety. However, in spite of  
my religious activities, my family had 
many problems which never seemed 

to end. Each month our expenses 
were greater than our earnings. Also, 
I was often very sick and had little 
hope that I would continue living.

One day, there came a man who 
believed in the true God, and he 
shared the gospel with me. He told 
me that God loved the world and that 
this God created the earth. After shar-
ing the gospel, he also prayed for my 
sickness. After he prayed for me, my 
life was better than before, and I was 
even healed of  my sickness! Later, he 
talked to me about repenting of  idol 
worship because God does not ap-
prove of  idolatry. This man continued 
sharing the gospel with me for over 
a year. Then, in 1997, I believed in 
Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord. 
I was baptized in 1998, and my life 
has become brighter and brighter to 
this day. I thank God for choosing me 
to salvation.

Immediately after my conver-
sion, I felt a call by God to serve Him 
by sharing my faith with others and 
by starting a small group for Bible 
study. The group that I began study-
ing with eventually was constituted 
into a local church. I thank God for 
allowing me to serve Him. 

Chimm n.

Chimm was openly hostile to Je-
sus Christ before he was converted. 
But then, the Lord revealed His glory to 
him. He experienced great sorrow for 
his sin and cried out to Christ for sal-
vation. Chimm’s life was immediately 
transformed! He is presently serving 
in a church that was established in 
May 2015 in an area where most of the 
population remains unreached with the 
gospel. The Lord is blessing them and 
adding new converts to their body.

M y name is Chimm N. I 
was born in July of  1985 
and am married to Kong. 
We have one child. Be-

fore I accepted Jesus Christ, I hated 
Him. I was an evil person, who asso-
ciated with evil friends.

I did not like to study, but was 
still able to graduate high school. Af-
ter graduation, my friend asked me 
to come with him to a small school 
to learn about some different sub-
jects: Korean and English languages, 
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computer programming, and the  
Bible. I wanted to learn about some 
of  these things, so I decided to at-
tend the school. Once enrolled, I 
discovered that the school primarily 
taught the Bible and not the subjects 
that I wanted to study. A week after 
enrollment, I decided to return home 
because it was not the education I 
needed or expected. However, before 
I left, I attended a small devotion 
at the school. Suddenly, during the 
Bible study, I began to cry, without 
understanding why. Something had 
touched my heart. I felt embarrassed 
because I was crying, and I went into 
another room so that I would not be 
noticed. Alone, I prayed to God, who 
communicated to me that I had to be-
lieve in Jesus. Afterwards, it seemed 
that He said to my heart, “Do not be 
afraid; I will be with you.”

Since that day, I have continued 

to believe in Jesus, and my life has 
been forever changed. I am a new 
person! I love Jesus more and more. 
I believe that He is the real God and 
can do all things!

After my conversion to Christ, I 
wanted to bring His Word to unbe-
lievers, so that they could know Jesus 
Christ as I do. I wanted to see my na-
tion, Cambodia, restored to God by 
accepting Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
I began evangelizing and pastoring a 
few people in a small rented room. 
We are now meeting each Sunday, 
and our church is slowly growing. 
The area where I am ministering is 
an area where most of  the people are 
unreached.

Even though I face persecution 
from parents and friends, I am grow-
ing spiritually by reading the Bible, 
praying, and sharing the gospel with 
unbelievers.

samoul m.

Samoul was a soldier in Cambodia 
for thirty years before he was converted 
to Christ. He is now serving as a pastor 
in a small village where the people suffer 
from abject poverty. The villagers have 
had little exposure to the gospel, but 
Samoul is faithfully serving the church, 
which he planted in 2011. The church 
is growing spiritually and experiencing 
slow but steady numerical growth.

M y name is Sam, and I 
was born in January of  
1954. My wife’s name 
is Vai, and we have been 

blessed by God with two children.
Before I was converted to Christ, 

I was a soldier in Cambodia for thir-
ty years. I came to believe in God 
through my cousin, who is a pastor. 
He began sharing the gospel with me 
in 2000. My family and I were very 
joyful to hear the good news, and we 
began serving God in 2001 after we 
were converted.

In 2006, my family faced a very 
difficult situation, because most of  
us were sick. My oldest daughter 
also suffered from mental problems. 
I sold almost all my property just 

to pay the hospital bill for her treat-
ment. I had no money, and I began to 
pray to God and seek to know what 
He wanted to do with my family. I 
am thankful that God answered my 
prayers by His grace – all my family 
members were healed, and He pro-
vided for all of  our needs!

Through my experiences in life 
and walking with Christ, I can affirm 
that He is the only true God. Initially, 
serving Christ was difficult for me, 
because I faced persecution from 
people in the village. When I started 
to serve God, they said that I had 
betrayed the Buddhist religion, and 
they wanted to put me in jail. I expe-
rienced true joy in the midst of  this 
trial, and I want to serve Christ for 
the rest of  my life.

I thank God for giving me His sal-
vation and calling me into full-time 
ministry in 2011. I am now serving a 
small church in an area with extreme 
poverty. Most of  the people are poor 
and have little exposure to the gos-
pel. In their midst, God has enabled 
us to have regular worship every 
Sunday and to also gather for Bible 
teaching in small groups. 
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Spiritual Warfare
by Kunal M. (n. india)

After graduating from a theological 
seminary in 1991, Kunal began his min-
istry as a church planter in India. He is 
currently pastoring a church in a city of 
northern India, and he is burdened for 
preaching the gospel in the surround-
ing villages that are still unreached. He 
has been able to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in over fifty villages that 
had previously never been reached, 
and he continues to labor in this minis-
try of evangelism. This report contains 
several prayer requests. Please help us 
lift him up in prayer.

T here is much spiritual struggle 
that we are currently dealing 
with. Will you help us lift some 

petitions to the Lord? A young girl in 
our congregation has backslidden. 
She recently lost her brother in a 
tragic accident and her family places 
the blame on her and her new Chris-
tian faith. This stress and disappoint-

ment has caused the girl to pull back 
from the church. Please pray for her, 
that she might be restored in the 
faith and to the fellowship.

We also have a teenaged boy that 
has been beaten by his father sev-
eral times because of  his church at-
tendance on Sundays. They took his 
Bible away from him in order to stop 
him from reading it. However, the boy 
still reads the Bible through a mo-
bile app download! Please remem-
ber him in your prayers, along with  
“Simon,” who is suffering from can-
cer.

I’m pleased to announce that our 
son “Abram” began attending semi-
nary in July 2015. We are excited to 
see what the Lord has prepared for 
his future. Please pray that the Lord 
makes this young man’s path clear 
over the next three years of  seminary. 
Please also remember our daughter 
“Susanna” as she continues in her 
studies. 

Thank you for your prayers and 
support.

an Open diSplay Of  
the GOSpel'S pOWer

by yehOShua (S. india) 

Yehoshua was born in a Hindu fam-
ily of the Dalit caste, which is made up 
of those who are considered the “un-
touchables” of India. After he was con-
verted, the Lord called him to serve in 
the ministry. He is now the pastor of a 
church in southern India and is taking 
courses at a Bible institute. This report 
contains information about his new 
members.

P raise the Lord for His faithful-
ness! I just wanted to give you 
an update on the work of  the 

Lord here. The gospel is the power of  
God for salvation to everyone who be-
lieves (Romans 1:16). The following 
report contains the stories of  some 
who were baptized in early 2015.

Ramanamma (50 years old) has 
been coming to the church for three 
years. Even though I explained the 
gospel to her many times, she reject-
ed it for many years. She would not 
surrender her life to Jesus Christ. In 
time, she began to suffer from heart 
problems, which lasted for many 
days. The church prayed for her heal-

a s i a
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ing, and by God’s grace, He heard 
our prayers: she was healed! This 
led her to surrender her life to Jesus 
Christ. To make sure that she was 
truly trusting in the Lord, I examined 
her for a period of  six months. After 
showing genuine fruit of  repentance, 
I baptized her, and we welcomed her 
into the church family. We praise God 
for His grace in the saving of  sinners!

Shyamala (20 years old) has 
been attending the church for a year 
and a half. She repented of  her sins, 
but I decided to delay her baptism 
until we could see genuine evidence. 
At one point in her walk, she had a 
nervous breakdown. She assumed 
that this happened to her because 
she had not been baptized. She 
thought that the Lord was punishing 
her with this problem. As I examined 
her life, she said to me, “Pastor, if  
you don’t baptize me and I die, I 
will go to hell.” It was clear that she 
had a misconception about baptism, 
and I saw the need to explain to her 
its true meaning. The whole church 
prayed for her, and the Lord helped 
her. We praise God for His mercy. She 
too was baptized, and we welcomed 
her into the fellowship.

Danamma (70 years old) has 
been coming to our church for the 
last four years. She used to beg me 
to baptize her because she thought 

that baptism would get her into heav-
en, a commonly held belief  in this 
region. Every time I asked her a few 
questions about baptism, she could 
not give me the right answers. One 
day I was preaching on the parable 
of  the rich man and Lazarus. She 
was convicted of  her sins, repented, 
and placed her trust in Jesus. It is 
Christ who saves! I baptized her, and 
we welcomed her into the fellowship 
as well. Praise God that He still saves 
sinners – even older sinners.

Ravi is my brother, who was en-
slaved to alcohol. He disliked Christi-
anity so much that he would criticize 
all Christians, calling them hypo-
crites. He would not allow his wife to 
attend church, even though she was 
a Christian. He hated the idea that 
Jesus Christ is the only true God. He 
claimed that there were many gods, 
and many ways to reach God. Every 
time I preached to him, he would not 
listen. One day, the Lord troubled his 
heart, and he came to the church 
seeking peace in his life. Again, the 
Lord burdened me to preach the gos-
pel to him. Since that day, he has 
never stopped coming to church. 
After examining the fruit in his life, 
I had the privilege of  baptizing my 
own brother. It has been a great joy 
to receive him into the fellowship!

Yesu Raktam’s name means, 

• 
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“the blood of  Jesus.” What a glorious 
name! However, he was an agnostic 
and did not believe in God. He used 
to say, “We work, get money, eat, 
drink, and die.” He never desired to 
understand anything about life be-
yond this world. This is common in 
the villages of  southern India. We 
can sympathize with those who have 
this wrong idea because we under-
stand that every person is born in the 
ignorance of  sin. If  not for the grace 
of  God, no one would believe in the 
true God of  heaven and earth.

One day, his wife invited me 
to conduct a prayer meeting in his 
house. Taking hold of  the opportu-
nity, I shared the gospel with him 
again and told him about the cross 
of  Christ. He asked, “Why would Je-

sus die for man’s sins?” In response, 
I walked him through the gospel. I 
told him, “If  you believe on Jesus, He 
will save you from your sins and from 
eternal damnation.” From that day, I 
have seen a great change in his life. 
He has been faithful for the last two 
years. When he requested me to bap-
tize him, I did so immediately. Once 
he was an agnostic, but now he is the 
first one to arrive at the church for 
the meetings! What a God we serve! 
Praise be to God! May He receive all 
of  the glory!

Thank you for supporting us 
through your prayers. Please con-
tinue to pray for my family, ministry, 
and church. Please pray for my two 
sons. One is married, and the other 
is currently pursuing his studies.

The following is an interview with 
Rehir G. of North India. Rehir has been 
in the ministry since 1995. At first, 
he was an evangelist and traveled all 
over his district sharing the good news 
of Jesus. In 2001, he began training 
other missionaries to better equip 
them for service. He now continues in 
both of these ministries, in addition to 
his role of pastor at his local church. 
The following is an interview with Re-
hir that was conducted by India coor-
dinator Jeff S. in August of 2015.

Jeff S. – Remind us of your call to 
the ministry.

Rehir G. – Brother, I praise the Lord 
for His grace upon me. I was born 
and brought up in a Hindu family. 
Because of  this, I truly understand 
what the Scriptures declare about 
being in darkness. I was in the 
bondage of  sin, but now God has 
redeemed me through Jesus Christ. 
I was in darkness, but now He has 
brought me into the light. From the A
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beginning of  my walk, God put the 
desire in me to share this good news 
of  Jesus with other people. It was 
through this desire that the Lord led 
me to serve Him in the ministry of  an 
evangelist and teacher. For more than 
fifteen years, this has been the great 
work that the Lord has given me.

J.S. – How did you become the pastor 
of your current church?

R.G. – I began in the church as an 
evangelist. I would ride my bicycle 
to the surrounding villages, going 
from village to village, distributing 
tracts, and sharing the gospel of  Je-
sus Christ in each of  my stops. I then 
became involved in training men at 
the church and discipling those who 
were in need. Eventually, in 2009, the 
pastor of  our church left and moved 
back to his home village. The local 
church recognized the call of  the 
Lord upon my life and asked me if  I 
would pastor them.

J.S. – How were you receiving sup-
port at that time?

R.G. – The local church was not able 
to support me at that time. However, 
there was another local ministry that 
recognized the Lord’s call in my life 
and was able to help support me. 
HeartCry came alongside this minis-
try to aid in my support.

J.S. – What has taken place since 
then?

R.G. – I’m so grateful for the Lord’s 
help through HeartCry and this min-
istry. For the last six years, we have 
been teaching the people the truth 
of  God’s Word and the design of  
God for the local church. In July, the 
church felt the responsibility to sup-
port me as their pastor and made 
the decision to take on my support. 
This is a good thing in my mind and 
the biblical thing to do. This is the 
way it worked in the early church, so 
we praise God for this grace. It has 
also given the congregation an “own-
ership” in this ministry. They know 
the importance of  the funds they 
provide, and it has encouraged them 
to give even more sacrificially.

J.S. – There are many people whom 
you may never know that have sup-
ported you through these years, both 
financially and in prayer. Is there any-
thing you would like to say to them?

R.G. – Yes. I am truly grateful for 
the brothers and sisters who have 
supported me through HeartCry’s 
ministry. During the initial stages of  
the church, their support was much 
needed; but now, praise God, we 
have the ability to support ourselves. 
Thank you so much! Please keep 
praying for me and our church, and 
may the Lord use you to support oth-
er pastors who are in need and min-
istering in churches that are not yet 
strong enough to support them. 

new TranslaTion worK! 
by Samuel B. (South India) 

W e are very excited to have 
completed the English and 
Telugu version of  the gos-

pel booklet True Conversion by Paul 
Washer. This booklet contains three 
chapters from his book, Gospel Call 
and True Conversion. Please pray as 
we begin to distribute these booklets 
to various pastors and place them in 
different bookstores across Andhra 
Pradesh. Pray that the Lord will use 
these resources to awaken this land, 
and strengthen His Church.
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Paul DaviD Washer

Knowing the living God
Discovering the Glorious Gospel

Discerning the Plight of Man
understanding the Discipline of Fasting

studying the holy scriptures 

Download the first chapter of Book One, Knowing the Living God, for free here: 
j.mp/PaulDavidWasher

HeartCry Missionary Society supporters and churches who wish to utilize  
Knowing the Living God for a group study can save 20% on quantities  

of ten or more with the discount code “CHURCHDISC20.” 
*

available at: 
shop.mediagratiae.org

*Offer expires July 1, 2016
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euraSia
russia
a Call To Prayer 
By andrey g.

Andrey is a graduate of the Samara 
Center for Biblical Training. He pas-
tors a young church in Omsk, Siberia, 
which he helped establish in 2008. An-
drey is a man who has been radically 
transformed by the grace and power 
of Christ. He is committed to being a 
godly husband and father as well as 
shepherding the people of God.

Peace to you, dear servants of  
Christ! With another month passing 
by we are getting closer and closer to 
the wonderful conclusion of  our pil-
grimage and labor in this life on earth. 
In the evenings, my wife and I enjoy 
reading Heaven by Randy Alcorn.  
Some of  the truths make us tremble 
in anticipation. It makes us want to 
know the Lord better, be closer to 
Him, and trust Him more. There is 
still pride and self-reliance to fight 
against, but His amazing grace gives 
peace, joy, and strength.

Now we have a few different 
groups of  people in the church that 
are meeting together throughout 
the week to pray. My wife 
Liana meets with some of  
the women, while I meet 
with some of  the men. I 
want us to get to know 
each other in Christ 
and learn how to bet-
ter pray together. Our 
emphasis of  this has 
been fueled by Brother 
Paul Washer’s sermons, 

the letters to missionaries written by 
Jack Miller called The Heart of a Ser-
vant Leader, and John Owen’s Com-
munion with God.

Previously, I was always aware of  
my lack of  prayer and felt ashamed, 
yet I genuinely wanted to grow in 
prayer. I simply could not seem to en-
joy God in prayer as I had hoped, and 
my prayers were more like a chore 
than true devotion. However, when 
the Lord started working through the 
labors of  the brothers I mentioned 
above, I felt a calling to pray. I began 
seeking God afresh and did not feel 
obligated anymore. It was as if  my 
faith started breathing with prayer!

Recently I heard some news that 
I believe is directly related to the 
power of  prayer. About a year ago, 
a sister in our church invited us to 
her home. Her name is Veronika. Her 
husband, Nikolai, was not a believer 
and was a very confident, hard-work-
ing, and self-reliant man. They have 
two sons, but Nikolai only saw them 
a few hours each month! I decided 
to talk to him about fatherhood and 
used that topic in explaining the 
gospel. I may have made a mistake 
that day, because our conversation 
went nowhere. As a result, the night 
seemed ruined even though on the 

surface it felt like we left on good 
terms. This really affected me, 

and I started consistently 
praying for the salvation of  
his soul. Some time later, 
Veronika and my wife also 
started praying specifi-
cally for Nikolai together.

Not long ago, Veron-
ika and Nikolai had some 

other Christian guests over, 
who also shared the gospel 

GO
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of  Jesus Christ with them. After the 
guests left, Nikolai asked his wife 
to pray for his salvation, and now it 
seems that he has been converted! 
When I found out about his conver-
sion, I initially thought to myself: 
“Why didn’t he respond like that 
when I shared the gospel with him?” 

But the very next second my heart 
was filled with gratitude for God’s 
wisdom and goodness to all who 
share in this astonishing process 
leading to the salvation of  a sinner. 
Praise God for how He uses His chil-
dren and how He answers prayer!

ConferenCe RepoRt 

Alexey is a graduate of 
the Samara Center for Bibli-
cal Training. He and his family have 
accepted a request by a small group 
of believers in St. Petersburg to plant 
a church there. St. Petersburg is the 
second-largest city in Russia (10 mil-
lion people), and the need for more Bi-
ble-centered, Christ-exalting churches 
is enormous. Alexey began his church-
planting efforts there in the fall of 2013. 
In the following is recorded Alexey’s 
thoughts about last year’s HeartCry 
conference in St. Petersburg.

he conference was a spe-
cial time for us because 
it was devoted to under-
standing and preaching 

the gospel. The conference was for 
the whole Evangelical Baptist Union 
of  Saint Petersburg, though there 
were also attendees from other 
parts of  our country as well. 

The conference took place at 
Central Baptist Church, and Paul 
Washer was the main speaker. There 
was also a luncheon during the con-
ference where all the pastors of  
the Baptist Union churches gath-
ered together with Paul to discuss 
various issues of  pastoral ministry. 
Some of  the pastors asked hostile 
questions regarding differences in 
doctrine, but Paul was very wise in 
his answers to all the questions and 
even helped to bring peace among 
the group.

On Sunday morning, 
after the conclusion of  the 

conference, Paul preached at the 
worship service of  Central Baptist. 
After that, he came to our church (we 
meet at 4 PM on Sundays), where 
he also preached for us. He spoke 
about the responsibility of  men for 
their families. On Monday we had 
a brothers’ meeting for men in our 
church. Paul spoke to us about our 
personal responsibility of  prayer 
and service to God. He also touched 
on the issues of  our personal righ-
teousness, being devoted to our 
families, and personal evangelism. 
He warned us of  the dangers that 
could be awaiting our young church 
if  we stopped evangelism and fo-
cused merely on good preaching. If  
there is no growth in our daily lives 
– in reading Scripture, prayer, evan-
gelism, and sanctification – then we 
cannot help other people: we cannot 
influence their lives and move them 
to change. Afterwards, the men in 
leadership at our church also had 
an opportunity to spend some qual-
ity time with Paul and with Holden 
Barry. It was a wonderful time of  
fellowship and getting to know 
each other on a deeper and 
more personal level.

HeartCry’s   visit 
helped to improve 
our interactions 
with each other 
and our commu-

T
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nication. It was good for our church 
to see the people who help and sup-
port us in our ministry. People in 
small groups and study groups are 
still talking about the positive influ-
ence of  this visit and the service of  
brothers Paul and Holden.

This month was devoted to build-
ing our pastoral team. We have estab-
lished consistent meetings in which 
we devote time to pastoral prayer for 
each other and for our congregation. 
We also use the time to resolve mat-
ters and to discuss how we might 
become more involved in the lives 
of  our ‘flock.’ I am beginning to see 
the deep interest of  the members 
in each other’s needs, and it brings 

me joy to see that God is forming a 
unity of  thinking in our minds. This 
not only inspires our pastoral team, 
but it also encourages the entire con-
gregation.

Please continue to pray for my 
family, especially that God would give 
my wife and me strength to minister 
to our children. Also, please pray for 
our children, that God would open 
the truths of  the Scriptures to them 
and that the gospel would touch their 
hearts.

Finally, pray for the building up 
of  our pastoral team; pray that the 
brethren in our congregation would 
minister to their families and to one 
another.

ChrisTmas 

Morning
holden Barry

O ne of  the more “fun” things 
that we do here at HeartCry 
is giving doctrinally sound 

books to indigenous pastors in their 
own language. Why is this so fun? 
Mainly because of  the gratitude and 
joyful reactions of  those receiving 
the books, coupled with the assur-
ance that we are helping to meet the 
enormous need for good literature in 
many languages around the world.

Here in the HeartCry office, 
Brother Paul is quick to remind us of  
this tremendous privilege and often 
compares it to “Christmas morning.” 
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Have you ever given 
someone a gift that is 
immediately cherished 
and valued? The reac-
tion of  the recipient 
makes you feel happy 
and even excited to have 
given them something 
that they will use and 
enjoy for a long time.

That is exactly what 
it was like for me on my 
most recent trip to Belarus and Rus-
sia. In addition to training confer-
ences, meetings, and other ministry 
duties, I had the privilege of  hauling 
many books to Siberia and giving 
them to pastors and other believers 
who attended the HeartCry training 
conference in Irkutsk. These men 
had come from all over the Irkutsk 

region, and some even 
came from northeastern 
Siberia! Multiple copies 
of  the following books 
were distributed: The 
Gospel’s Power and Mes-
sage, The Gospel Call and 
True Conversion, The One 
True God, and The Truth 
About Man, all by Paul 
Washer; The Doctrine of 
God by Gerald Bray; The 

Doctrine of the Holy Spirit by Sinclair 
Ferguson; and The Providence of God 
by Paul Helm. 

Through your generous giving, 
we have been able to place theologi-
cally sound literature and other re-
sources into the hands of  indigenous 
pastors, teachers, translators, and 
believers in Eurasia. Thank you! 

video inTerview  

new  
oPPorTuniTies 

We praise the Lord for the recent 
opportunities that He has opened 
up for Vladimir R. and the church in 
Nizhnevartovsk, Siberia. Just as the 
Apostle Paul urged the Colossians 
to pray that God would “open up a 
door for the Word” so that the mys-
tery of  Christ might be proclaimed 
(Colossians 4:3), we have been 
praying that God would give more 
opportunities for sharing the gos-
pel in this spiritually cold and dark 
place. Watch as Vladimir shares how 
God is specifically answering these 
prayers.

new russian video  

"whaT is  
The gosPel?" 

If  you do not speak Russian, you 
will not understand this video, but 
you will be encouraged to know that 
we are working to get the gospel out 
in the Russian language in every way 
possible. In the video, HeartCry mis-
sionary Anatoly C. answers the ques-
tion: “What is the Gospel?” We will 
be using this resource in various out-
reach efforts among Russian speak-
ers. If  you or someone you know has 
Russian-speaking family, friends, or 
acquaintances, please feel free to 
use this to share the gospel of  Jesus 
Christ with them!

æ

GO

bit.ly/hc86-01 bit.ly/hc86-02
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Mission RepoRt 
by Daniel noRen

Daniel is a native Swede living 
and ministering in Bergsjön, a suburb 
of Gothenburg. This is an immigrant 
area with 144 nationalities and many 
unreached people groups represent-
ed. Daniel is passionate to reach out 
both to immigrants and to his fellow 
Swedes. He is serving as an elder in the 
church plant Gothenburg International 
Baptist Church. His ministry includes 
preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, evangelism, counseling, and dis-
cipling. Daniel also oversees Heart-
Cry’s work in Sweden and serves as a 
board member of Reformedia. He and  
his wife Hannah have three children: 
Lydia, Markus, and Elizabeth.

I have continued my series on Isa-
iah, which has been an encour-
agement. I finished preaching 

chapter 48, and I am now taking a 
break in the series. At the end of  last 
month, I started a new series on the 
Gospel of  Luke.

A couple weeks ago, we had a 
great time of  evangelism at the lo-
cal international market. Two people 
with whom I shared the gospel at-
tended our Sunday service the next 
day. Please pray for them. One of  
them is a young Iraqi man. He has 

continued to come, and I have had 
many good opportunities to share 
with him. Pray that the Lord would 
open his heart to the gospel.

We are now going to the refugee 
arrival center on the outskirts of  Go-
thenburg and giving out clothes, toys, 
and (of  course) New Testaments. 
Please pray for good opportunities 
to share the gospel and connect with 
people through this ministry. 

WeSTern europe
sweden

GO
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Recently, I had some preaching 
opportunities outside the church. 
I was invited to preach to a group 
at Volvo, the Swedish car factory. It 
provided a good opportunity for me 
to explain the gospel and to teach 
about evangelism. I was also able to 
preach together with a Presbyterian 
minister at a one-day conference on 
the theme of  perseverance and as-
surance that was hosted by a Ro-
manian group in another city. It was 
very refreshing.

The work on the Reformedia/
Evangeliecentrerat website carries 
on. Ola is currently translating and 

proofreading Don’t Waste Your Life by 
John Piper. A great answer to prayer 
is that we are now able to catch up 
with the proofreading of  literature 
and the editing of  videos because of  
your help given through HeartCry.

Please pray for me personally 
that God might give me wisdom in 
time management. There are so 
many worthy things to which I might 
devote my time, but I cannot do all 
of  them. Please pray that I would be 
able to take hold of  all the opportu-
nities that God gives me to share the 
gospel with the people that we meet.

germany
mission rePorT

By PeTer sChild

Peter is working to plant bibli-
cal churches in Germany. Throughout 
the week, he is teaching, preaching, 
and evangelizing in the streets. Peter 
is a member of the Reformed Bap-
tist Church in Wetzlar (Hessen). He is 
married to Priscilla, and they have two 
young boys – Josiah and Elias. 

D early and highly esteemed 
partners in the gospel: I thank 
you for taking the time to read 

this report; I am very grateful for 
your support and your intercession 
on our behalf. I truly appreciate your 

faithfulness in remembering us be-
fore the throne of  God. Now it is my 
joy to inform you about the work on 
the mission field here in Germany.

We praise our Lord for the way 
He is working in our midst. A handful 
of  people would like to be baptized, 
and even more would like to become 
members of  our church. I visited 
some of  our people in their homes, 
and I am very pleased to hear them 
say that the Word of  God is changing 
them in a mighty way. They are grow-
ing in their love for Christ and their 
hatred of  sin. I am also thankful that 
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we are welcoming new visitors every 
Lord’s Day.

While we are experiencing these 
joyful developments, we are also ex-
periencing a bitter thing: a couple 
who is not in membership, yet very 
dear to us, has left our fellowship. 
Please pray that we might learn 
through sad moments like these. 
Pray for all of  us. Pray that we will 
be able to constitute a gospel-cen-
tered and Christ-glorifying church in 
Frankfurt. May I also ask you to pray 
specifically for us as we seek to find 
a more fitting place to meet?

I continue to train a group of  
trustworthy men in the spiritual dis-
ciplines. It is good to see their spiri-

tual growth and their increased un-
derstanding of  what it means to have 
a true burden for the lost. Please 
pray for these men, as we hope to 
ordain elders and deacons soon.

Our efforts to reach the lost con-
tinue. This month, a wonderful fam-
ily from our church plant joined me 
to share the gospel on the streets of  
Frankfurt. They were truly shocked 
when they realized how resolutely 
people reject the good news. Please 
continue to pray for our ongoing street 
evangelism. Please join us in praying 
that God will cause the growth of  all 
gospel seeds that have been planted 
throughout Frankfurt. We long to see 
fruit for Christ’s name’s sake.

sPain 
new missionary

heBer Torres 

Heber and his family have recently 
returned to his hometown in northern 
Spain, where he is training leaders both 
locally as well as in the Berea Seminary 
in Leon. Through Grace Ministries In-
ternational, HeartCry is helping Heber 
and his family with a portion of their 
monthly support. The following is his 
testimony of conversion and calling.

M y name is Heber Torres, and I 
am from a town called Marin 
in the northwest part of  

Spain. Even though I was born and 
raised in a Christian home, I did not 
fully understand the gospel nor truly 
repent until my first year in college.

My dad has been a full-time min-
ister of  the gospel in Spain ever since 
I was very young (which is not very 
common). As a little boy, I always felt 
proud of  being a “pastor’s kid.” I re-
member traveling with my dad when 
he visited different towns to preach 
the gospel, thinking that one day I 
would do just the same thing! At that 
time, I did not know Christ, but it 
seemed to me an honorable duty to 
dedicate my life to serve God. I as-
sumed that I had some kind of  “spe-
cial” access to God because of  my 
dad’s service. 

In my teenage years, I did not 
have any particular purpose in life. 
I was always involved in church ac-
tivities and really enjoyed going to 
Christian camps and being part of  
biblical contests. However, my heart 
was actually full of  arrogance, and I 
had a tremendous fear of  dying.

When I began high school, I was 
very active in youth ministries, but I 
also felt very attracted to sinful ac-
tivities. I lived a double life that was 
characterized by hypocrisy. I thought 
that I could get the most out of  the 
church while at the same time get-
ting the most out of  this world. I read 
the Bible merely as a duty and often 
rationalized my sins. I rarely told oth-
ers about my beliefs, because I was 
ashamed to speak about the gospel, 
fearing that I would be rejected or 
become unpopular with my friends. 
I never showed any fruit of  genuine 
repentance and continuously fell into 
the same sort of  sins. Even though 
most people thought that I was a 
“good” kid, in the deepest part of  my 
heart I knew that the Lord saw my in-
iquity and deception. These thoughts 
became very annoying and bothered 
me greatly. 

At that time, my dad returned 
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from the Shepherd’s Conference in 
Los Angeles with many books in Eng-
lish. He gave one to me called Hard 
to Believe by John MacArthur. That 
book really confronted my thinking 
and challenged me to study the Bi-
ble. One night I was unable to sleep, 
and the words of  the Lord in Matthew 
6:24 came to my mind, shocking me 
as never before: “No one can serve 
two masters.” Convicted of  my sins, 
I cried to the Lord asking for forgive-
ness; by God’s grace, I confessed 
Christ as my Lord and Savior. For the 
first time in my life, I truly understood 
that He is the precious Lamb that 
took all my transgressions and guilt.

The Lord radically changed my 
soul. I was no longer fearful about 
my eternal destiny. My desires and 
goals also changed. I no longer 
feared men, but God alone. The read-
ing of  God´s Word became a delight, 
and pleasing Christ was my daily 
goal. Looking back, I cannot do any-
thing else but praise the Lord for His 
great salvation. My prayer is that He 
may use my life for His glory and the 
extension of  His Kingdom.

Right after the Lord saved me, I 
began studying for a college degree 
in journalism, but soon I became 
aware that there was  
no better news to 
communicate than 
the glorious message 
of  Christ. Two years 
after my conversion, 
the passion I felt for 
sharing the Word of  
God with others led 
me to start teach-
ing and preaching 
through Scripture in 
my home church. At 
the same time, how-
ever, I realized that I 
was not fully equipped for that work. 
My elders also agreed that I was not 
yet ready to begin a preaching min-
istry, and they encouraged me in my 
desire for seminary training.

In 2010, David Robles, a citizen of  
Spain and a graduate of  the Master’s 
Seminary, encouraged me to visit the 
seminary in Los Angeles. After that 
visit, I shared with my fiancée Olga 

my desire to pursue seminary train-
ing, and I told her that I was seriously 
considering going into full-time min-
istry. From the very beginning, she 
was on board and shared my desire 
to serve the Lord and His Church. A 
year later, only three weeks after our 
wedding, we moved to California so 
that I could start an MDiv program at 
The Master´s Seminary. Since then, 
the Lord has never stopped showing 
His mercy and grace to us. I am so 
thankful to the Lord for an opportuni-
ty to receive so many tools for a long 
life of  service to Christ!

These past years have challenged 
me not only in several theological ar-
eas but also in my character. In 2011, 
I began assisting Pastor Henry Tolo-
pilo with the Spanish ministries at 
Grace Community Church, and this 
connection between the seminary 
and the local church has been key to 
my life. I have had the opportunity 
to actively serve in several ministries 
(preaching, evangelism, leading Bi-
ble studies, etc.) that have confirmed 
my desire to live my life as a witness 
of  God´s mercy.

Coming from a context like Spain, 
where there is such a great need for 
the gospel and sound doctrine, my 

heart has always 
been driven to re-
turn home and pro-
claim Christ here. 
There is much work 
to do, but we praise 
the Lord for giving 
us the opportunity 
to serve Him in our 
home country, even 
though we are un-
worthy servants.

Lord willing, my 
ministry will be de-
veloped particularly 

in two different cities of  Spain: Marín 
and León. I will be living and serving 
daily in my home church, the Evan-
gelical Church of  Marín. At the same 
time, I will be part of  the faculty at 
Berea Seminary, the TMAI (The Mas-
ter’s Academy International) center 
for Spain.

The elders of  the church in Marín 
have asked me to help them in three 

 Ò I  became aware 
that  there was 
no bet ter  news 
to  communicate 

than the g lor ious 
message of  Chr is t.Ó
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different ways: 1) regularly preaching 
and teaching; 2) joining them in es-
tablishing a basic training program 
at the church for ministry leaders; 
and 3) evangelizing nearby cities that 
currently do not have any Christian 
presence.

Regarding Berea Seminary, the 
faculty of  this TMAI center have 
asked me to join them in order to de-
velop a Bible and Theology program 

(right now they are focused only on 
expository preaching). The semi-
nary is taught in a modular system, 
so the students will meet for eight 
weekends each year. The distance 
between Marín and León is relatively 
small (a little over three hours), so 
I will be able to balance both min-
istries – serving at my home church 
and at Berea Seminary.

h e B e r  T o r r e s 

FirsT minisTry  
uPdaTe

The following is Heber’s first report since returning to Spain as a missionary.

B y God’s grace, it has already 
been four months since we ar-
rived in Spain, and He has sus-

tained and helped us with His hand 
of  love and mercy until this day.

Our time in the church in Marín 
has been a huge blessing for both of  
us. Olga is participating in the wom-
en’s weekly meetings at church. She 
is also involved in a women’s small 
group on Tuesday mornings, where 
she is getting to know some of  the 
ladies more intimately as they study 
the Bible together.

As for me, I have been preach-
ing through the book of  Philippians 
at the weekly Bible study that the 
church holds every Thursday. I have 
also been given the opportunity to 
preach on Sundays, either here in 
our own church or in other church-
es that have invited me to share the 
Word with them. Additionally, every 
Monday I have a discipleship group 
with eight men who actively serve in 
different ministries.

The church has started a Bibli-
cal training course. It is a three-year 
program in which we will go over 
different subjects such as Old and 
New Testament Surveys, Theology, 
Biblical Counseling, Hermeneutics, 
and more. We have had such an over-
whelming response: more than sev-

enty people from our congregation 
and nearby churches (with ages rang-
ing from 16 to 70) are attending the 
class! The students are demonstrat-
ing a remarkable interest in learning 
to study and interpret the Scriptures.

In addition to the ministry in the 
local church, I am dedicating part 
of  my time to the Berea Seminary 
in the city of  León. Two weeks ago, 
I taught my first class there (Herme-
neutics) to the second-year students. 
It is such a joy to see how the breth-
ren (many of  whom are elders and 
preachers at their churches) are will-
ing to be trained and are being im-
pacted by the Word of  God.

Finally, my little girls have been 
struggling with an ongoing cold for 
several weeks, but now they are 
starting to get better and strengthen 
their immune systems. Praise the 
Lord! Alejandra is Olga’s little help-
er around the house and takes very 
good care of  her little sister Lucía. 
It is such a privilege and joy to see 
them grow! We pray that we can raise 
them up in the fear of  the Lord and 
that He would save their souls.

We ask you to join us in prayer. 
We are having many opportunities to 
share the gospel and teach the Word. 
We desire to use our time wisely for 
the glory of  God.
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m a r T i n  r i z l e y 
FirsT minisTry uPdaTe

Upon graduating from seminary in 
the United States, Martin became a 
missionary to Spain, where he served 
as a church planter and itinerant 
preacher. After returning to the States 
for some years, he and his family have 
once again returned as missionaries to 
Spain in order for Martin to help train 
church leaders in the congregation 
in Málaga. He also helps pastor the 
church and promote evangelistic ef-
forts.

D ear Friends in Christ: We have 
just marked the completion of  
four months since we left the 

United States to begin a new life and 
ministry in Spain. Although our first 
months here have not been stress 
free – far from it! – we have every 
reason to give thanks for how the 
Lord has blessed us during this time 
of  transtion. We are both amazed 
and grateful at how smoothly things 
have gone, generally speaking. The 
congregation here has received us 
warmly and has expressed repeat-
edly how happy they are to have us in 
their midst. Despite our differences 
in background and culture, there is a 
sense of  bonding based on what we 
have in common spiritually. Things 

could have gone very differently, so 
I am thankful that the relationship 
between ourselves and the brethren 
here has worked out well and con-
tinues to deepen the more we get to 
know each other through spending 
time together in worship and fellow-
ship.

Since my arrival, I have been 
preaching and teaching regularly 
in the church, both in the Sunday 
morning services and on Thursday 
evenings. Presently, I am sharing this 
ministry on a rotational basis with 
Juan Pablo and Rafael, both of  whom 
are skilled to explain rightly the Word 
of  truth with faithfulness and convic-
tion. By God’s grace, I have enjoyed 
a greater measure of  freedom in 
the pulpit with each message that I 
have preached, so that I now feel like 
I am “back in the saddle” in terms 
of  preaching in Spanish. The last 
message I preached was on Micah´s 
prophecy concerning the birth of  
Christ in Bethlehem, and it was well 
received. On Thursdays, I have been 
teaching on some of  Jesus´ parables, 
including the parable of  the wise and 
foolish virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) 
and the parable of  the creditor who 
pardoned two debtors (Luke 7:41-
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43). I have also received invitations 
to preach at other churches in town. 
I am thankful for this opportunity to 
get to know more brethren from the 
Málaga area.

In addition to preaching and 
teaching, I have been working on de-
veloping a strategy for evangelistic 
outreach in the neighborhood where 
the church is located – the “Virreina” 
barrio (neighborhood) of  Málaga. The 
church is located on the edge of  one 
of  the most conflict-ridden neighbor-
hoods in the city, notorious for drug 
trafficking, robberies, gang activ-
ity, and other problems. One thing I 
would like to do is set up a book ta-
ble in a public place near the church 
with free gospel literature available. 
There are two open-air markets near 
the church that are open two differ-
ent days of  the week; a book table 
placed in one (or both) of  these 
weekly markets could increase the 
visibility of  the church and serve as 
a “point of  contact” with people in 
the barrio.

This past week, I went with Paco, 
a fellow elder, to the government of-
fice in charge of  such matters in or-
der to ask for a permit to set up a 
book table in one of  the markets. We 
were given paperwork to fill out, but 
no assurances were given that our re-
quest would be granted. One brother 
has suggested that, if  our request is 
denied, I set up the book table on the 

stretch of  sidewalk just outside our 
church building, an area that is well-
trafficked by pedestrians. 

Another goal for the coming year 
is to make regular trips at least twice 
a week to meet with different church 
leaders and members in order to 
study various subjects related to the 
ministry of  elders. The ministry Nine 
Marks has several books available in 
Spanish that we could study together.

Another goal for 2016 is to start, 
by the grace of  God, a home Bible 
study in the neighborhood where we 
will soon be living. The house that we 
are buying is located in a town called 
Mijas. José and Bea, another couple 
in our church, already live in Mijas. 
For this reason, Paola and I have 
discussed with them the possibil-
ity of  having a weekly Bible study in 
our home to which both we and they 
could invite friends and acquaintanc-
es whom we meet in daily life. Most 
churches in Spain begin in this way 
– as home Bible studies that grow 
over time until a nucleus is formed to 
start a church. The church in Málaga 
could then oversee this work and re-
gard it as a “point of  mission,” so to 
speak – an extension of  the work in 
Málaga.

There are a number of  plans in 
progress for 2016, but we are keenly 
conscious of  the fact that every plan 
that men make depends for its frui-
tion on the sovereign will and grace 
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of  God. So we ask you to join us in 
praying that, if  our plans are pleas-
ing to the Lord, He will give us grace 
to pursue them and see them bear 
fruit for His glory and in His good 
time. As James so wisely reminds us, 
instead of  boasting about tomorrow, 
we ought to say, “If  it is the Lord´s 
will, we will live and do this or that” 
(James 4:15).

How keenly one feels the truth of  
this verse when working as a mission-
ary in a country like Spain! Some-
times I look at the sea of  people 
flowing past me on the streets, most 
of  whom have never heard the bibli-
cal gospel clearly proclaimed, and I 
feel like a tiny tadpole swimming in a 
mighty roaring river or like a grain of  
sand on the beach – or even a dust 
speck on that grain of  sand! Feeling 
overwhelmed, I think to myself, what 
possible difference can our presence 

in Spain make? Humanly speaking, I 
know that we can make no positive 
impact on anyone or do anything of  
enduring value out of  the resources 
of  our flesh; but the Lord is mighty, 
and He can accomplish whatever He 
pleases through us! I am convinced, 
moreover, that He will use us to bless 
others if  we cling to Him in humil-
ity, in complete dependence on His 
sustaining grace. “Apart from me 
you can do nothing,” Jesus tells us in 
His Word (John 15:5). On the other 
hand, the Apostle Paul says that “I 
can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13). There 
is no reason to be despondent in 
the face of  our own littleness, for we 
serve a God whose greatness is im-
measurable – the one true and living 
God, the only Creator and Redeem-
er of  men, whose plans cannot be 
thwarted! 

FranCe

GO
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minisTry in FranCe
In this video interview, Paul Washer speaks 

with church leaders David and Stephan about the 
different challenges in evangelism and church 
planting in their French context. Please join in 
praying for the gospel’s continued progress in 
France. Pray that despite all the barriers, the gos-
pel might again prove to be the power of  God for 
salvation to all who believe.

bit.ly/hc86-03
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Seed

easterN 
europe
romania
sowing gosPel

  alex Palade

Alex is a gifted evangelist, who car-
ries a burden to see students come to 
Christ and often leads conferences and 
camps to train students for outreach. 
He and his wife Simona have four chil-
dren. The following accounts describe 
a few of his encounters in engaging 
people with the gospel this past month.

I participated in an evangelistic 
event for international students 
in Ploiesti. Fifteen African and 

three Romanian students participat-
ed in this event. Before the meeting, 
I spoke with Catalin, an Orthodox 
man. When he described to me what 
he believed, it turned out he was 
actually an agnostic. He believed in 
God, but he thought that God was 
merely a major force. I shared the 
gospel with him, and he understood 
that he was not going to heaven 
as he had thought. It was a 
revelation for him to under-
stand that he could only 
be saved through repen-
tance and faith in Jesus 
Christ. I gave him a New 
Testament, and he said 
that he would read it.

Then I talked to Alan 
from the Ivory Coast of  

western Africa. He said that he had 
started attending a Roman Catho-
lic church in his hometown and was 
working for his salvation. I explained 
to him the difference between self  
righteousness and the righteousness 
given by God through Christ. I could 
see joy on his face when he heard 
this, and he said he wanted to put 
his trust in Christ.

At the end of  the conference, a 
female student came up front and 
claimed she was a prophetess. She 
accused us, saying that everything we 
did was disgusting before God. She 
insisted that God was not our Father. 
We felt the devil again was attacking 
us, but God strengthened all of  us.

Alin and I were able to preach the 
gospel to some Rroma (Gypsy) young 
people in Sacele, Brasov. They were 
playing soccer and began to listen 

to the gospel message. They ad-
mitted that they were sinners, 

and we challenged them to 
put their trust in Christ. 
Only God knows what hap-
pened in their hearts!

Alin and I also met 
Ionel, a Rroma man. We 
talked to him, and he told 
us that God was search-

GO
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ing him. He admitted that 
he was a sinner and knew 
he had to repent. He said he 
could not go on like he was 
and decided to read the Bi-
ble and seek God. He listened 
carefully to the gospel message.

I invited a disciple named Cos-
ti to meet with me for a time of  men-
toring. We talked about his life and 
his walk with God, and I asked him to 
do a Bible study about pride. I then 
took him to the campus to share the 
gospel, but it was cold and rainy, and 
we did not meet anyone outside. I felt 
a terrible spiritual battle, but I did 
not give up. In the end, I managed 
to find a young man named Cristi to 
whom I had been witnessing. He was 
glad to see me again. He thought he 
was a good person, but I told him 
how God actually saw him, and Costi 
shared with him his personal testi-
mony. At that point, I could sense 
the Holy Spirit filling me, giving 
me peace, joy, power, and clarity in 
speech. He also helped Cristi pay at-
tention and understand what I was 
telling him. Cristi understood that 
he needed Christ to deliver him from 
sin and darkness and to save him. I 
gave him a New Testament. 

My wife and I went to Ploiesti, 
and there we met with a disciple 
named Claudiu. We went on the cam-
pus and met three students. Two of  
them believed in God, and the third 
one was agnostic. Claudiu shared his 
personal testimony with them, and I 
preached the gospel to them. They 
listened to us carefully and said they 
would think about what we told them. 

Two more disciples named Nicu 
and Jorje joined us. We saw some 
Asian students on the sports field 
and approached them because Nicu 
wanted to find out where they were 
from. They said that they were 
from China, but they couldn’t  
speak Chinese. They were 
probably trying to hide that 
they were from North Ko-
rea. As we spoke with 
them, their supervisor 
came out of  nowhere and 
let us know that we were 
being watched. Nicu of-
fered the students some 
Christian literature. They 

accepted them and seemed 
to be friendly. 

We also talked to a man 
named Pavel, who is from 

Moldova. He could not ac-
cept that he was a sinner and 

that God was going to send him 
to hell. Nicu and I explained to 

him what the Bible says about sin-
ners, and he understood in the end 
that he was going to hell if  he did 
not put his trust in Jesus Christ. We 
gave him a New Testament.

I met a Vietnamese student 
and shared my personal testimony 
with him and preached the gospel 
to him. He had never heard about 
Christ before. He understood what 
sin was and that God sends sinners 
to hell unless they repent and be-
lieve in Christ. He listened to us for 
about an hour and a half, and he was 
touched by Christ’s love.

I spent a few days in a spa town, 
and while there I met Marius, a 
young man from Slatina. I shared 
the gospel with him, and in the end 
he admitted that he was a sinner. He 
listened to me very carefully, and the 
next day he told me he had medi-
tated on what I had told him. I gave 
him a New Testament.

I also shared the Word of  God 
with Mrs. Elena, who thought she 
was a good person. In the end, she 
understood that she was going to 
hell unless she repented. She also 
understood that she needed Christ 
as her Lord and Savior.

Mihaela is a nurse, and she was 
amazed to see how brave our chil-
dren were when we took them to the 
hospital for medical tests. This con-
versation afforded me the opportu-
nity to share the gospel with her. She 
told me that she was Orthodox, but 
I explained to her that at the great 

judgment no one would ask 
her about her religion, but 

whether or not she be-
lieved in Jesus Christ. 
I could feel that there 
was a battle for her 
soul. She was a 
very kind lady, but  
she changed sud-
denly and became 
restless and reject-
ed what we said.
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Update on RUxi Vandici
Ruxi is part of a team that evange-

lizes and disciples students from various 
universities in Bucharest, Romania. She 
has had some major health problems 
over the past few years, but in spite of 
the physical and emotional burden, she 
presses on to engage students with the 
gospel. In this report, Ruxi gives a brief 
update on her health and then shares 
about her ministry endeavors.

I have just started a very aggres-
sive treatment. Please pray that 
I will be able to bear and endure 

it, as the doctor expects me to feel 
very sick. Please pray that the doctor 
would have wisdom in the treatment 
she prescribes.

The highlight of  this past month 
was the opportunity to befriend and 
witness to my new neighbor. I invited 
her over for dinner one Saturday, and 
afterward we took a walk in the park. 
We got to know each other better and 
had a good time. I also invited her to 
come to church with me, and to my 
joy she accepted! She came the next 
day on Sunday morning and then at-
tended our small Bible study group. 
In the small group we discussed the 
gospel, and two people shared their 
testimonies. I was so glad that the 
Lord gave us this wonderful opportu-
nity! My neighbor then came to visit 
me another afternoon and met one of  
the sisters, who invited her to the stu-
dent evangelistic retreat in July. I am 
amazed at seeing how many oppor-

tunities the Lord has given me in the 
past few weeks not only to witness to 
her but also to introduce her to other 
believers who befriended her as well. 
Please pray that the Lord would work 
in her heart and cause her to seek 
Him. I gave her a New Testament and 
several Christian books. Please pray 
that she would read them, believe on 
Christ, and be saved.

We continued our outreaches in 
the dorms and are grateful for each 
opportunity to share the gospel. On 
my most recent visit, I had a very long 
discussion with a guy; even though he 
had many wrong ideas, he listened to 
the gospel. Even when we got ready 
to leave, he still wanted to talk and 
came even to the subway. I am always 
amazed when I see young people who 
would stay with us for a long time to 
listen to the gospel! Indeed, the fields 
are ready but the laborers are so few. 
Please pray that all these seeds plant-
ed will bear forth fruit for the glory of  
God and the salvation of  many souls!

Recently, I had the great joy of  wit-
nessing the baptism of  a woman with 
whom I have been studying the Bible 
for the last two-and-a-half  years. I am 
so encouraged as I see her determi-
nation to follow Christ in spite of  the 
problems she has with her unbeliev-
ing husband. Over time, I have seen 
how God keeps strengthening her 
steps on His path. May the Lord make 
her a light for her lost husband and 
give her wisdom to raise her children!
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a divine aPPoinTmenT  
in PanTelimon

marian vale

Marian ministers among the Gyp-
sies in the village of Frunzanesti, where 
he pastors a church that he planted 
several years ago. The village has two 
gangs that are very hostile to each oth-
er and is therefore in a constant state 
of fear because of the ongoing crime. 
Marian’s prayer is that the church will 
be used of the Lord to bring about unity 
among the Gypsies, who have lived in 
hate for so many years. Recently, he 
experienced a wonderful encounter of 
God’s blessing in the town of Panteli-
mon.

T he Lord also gave us so much 
grace in Pantelimon. During the 
evangelistic outreach, we met a 

man named Siminica, who invited us 
to his place. He had been released 
from prison several months ago, and 
now we had the opportunity to talk to 

him and his wife. He was a “religious” 
man and liked to go to monasteries. 
He also has many icons in his home. 
He told us that some Evangelical 
Christians visited him in prison, but 
he did not understand much of  what 
they were saying. The day we visited 
him was actually his birthday, and he 
said that our visit was the greatest 
gift he had received. Siminica and his 
wife surrendered their lives to God 
and invited us to have an evangelistic 
service in their courtyard. They have 
a large courtyard, and their house is 
situated in a populated place. We de-
cided to have the evangelistic service 
there that night, and more than thirty 
adults and thirty children participat-
ed in the service. Others would not 
dare enter the courtyard, but they 
stayed outside the gate and listened 
to the Word of  God.

god's graCe 
By ConsTanTin gheoanCa

Constantin, known as Costel to his 
friends and fellow workers, is a church 
planter in Bucharest, the capital city of 
Romania. He recently planted Adonai 
Church of Bucharest and is serving as 
its pastor. He is married and has two 
children. Costel speaks English very 
well and is an excellent translator. He 
has a great gift for sharing the gospel 
with the people of Bucharest. The fol-
lowing is his most recent update.

D ear brothers: It is time to give 
again a testimony about God’s 
grace in Adonai Baptist Church 

of  Bucharest. The Lord worked might-
ily among us this month, strengthen-
ing the believers in their spiritual life 
and offering the good news of  salva-
tion to those who are lost.

First of  all, I want to mention the 

HeartCry Conferences in Bucharest 
and Brasov. Our church was directly 
involved in organizing the Bucharest 
conference. It took some effort and 
prayer to prepare everything, but it 
really proved to be such a blessing 
from God. Brothers Charles Leiter 
and Mike Morrow explained the Word 
of  God for us with much clarity and in 
the power of  the Holy Spirit. We had 
three days of  sound teaching from 
Scripture. There were about 120 peo-
ple attending this conference, and al-
though most of  them were believers, 
I know that people who do not know 
God personally came as well. Our 
church members were very encour-
aged by the messages they heard, 
and I am very thankful to God to you 
all who made this time of  spiritual 
refreshment possible.
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The HeartCry Conference in Bra-
sov was a great blessing for us as 
well. Cristina, my wife, went for the 
first time and spoke to me about it 
for days after the event. It had a pro-
found impact on our lives, and we 
have been encouraged to live holy 
lives for God, our Creator and Re-
deemer. We returned to Bucharest 
with more courage and hope in God’s 
wisdom and became even more in-
volved in personal evangelism. We 
want to tell people about the work 
that God accomplished at the Cross. 
Again, thank you for making our par-
ticipation at this conference possi-
ble. One of  the things that I appreci-
ate very much about HeartCry is that 
they have a two-fold focus – sharing 
the gospel and strengthening believ-
ers. Glory to God!

We had a very special meeting 
on Thursday evening in our home. 
This was a time when we shared tes-
timonies about the work of  God in 
our lives, sang songs, and took the 
Lord’s Supper. We experienced the 
work of  the Holy Spirit touching our 
hearts and filling them with love for 
Christ, our Savior. I could sense this 
touch of  the Spirit even in the days 
that followed. Our church members 
became more dedicated to God, and 
even during the worship time I no-
ticed more love and dedication. For 
me, this was like a preview of  what 
the Holy Spirit can do. I pray that He 
will continue to work in our church, 
that He will persuade sinners to re-
pent, and that He will fill our eyes 
with tears of  joy for so a great salva-
tion!

This month, I also had a spe-
cial time of  counseling with a young 
man. He used to come to our church 
from time to time, but then he 
stopped coming. We continued to 
pray for him because we felt that he 
was in a deep spiritual battle. He re-
turned this month, but he looked ter-
rible. I talked to him, and eventually 
he opened his heart and confessed 
about his struggles. Let us continue 
to pray for him, that God will save 
and deliver him from his bondage to 
sin. He has a knowledge of  the Scrip-
tures, but he does not know Christ 
personally.

Recently, we also visited a fam-
ily and offered them some food 
supplies. I went there with my wife 
and had a very good opportunity to 
share the gospel with the husband 
and wife.  The husband had tears in 
his eyes, and I think that God has 
started to work in his heart. They 
promised to come to our meeting, 
but they did not show up. Now we 
plan to get in touch with them again 
and try to help them. I know there 
is great spiritual battle, but we know 
also that great is our God!

This month, God opened doors 
for me to preach and give spiritual 
counseling to many other people. I 
preached the Word of  God in other 
churches and continued to write sev-
eral evangelistic articles, which have 
been posted on our website. The 
ministry we do is diverse because we 
want to take every opportunity for 
spreading the gospel and building up 
the community of  faith. 
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“The world lives in a time of  crisis. Chris-
tians alone are in a position to rescue 
the perishing. We dare not settle down 
to try to live as if  things were normal.” 
- A. W. Tozer

“If  by excessive labor, we die before 
reaching the average age of  man, worn 
out in the Master’s service, then glory 
be to God, we shall have so much less 
of  earth and so much more of  Heaven!” 
- C. H. Spurgeon

H
E

A
R

TC
R

Y
 M

IS
S

IO
N

A
R

Y
 S

O
C

IE
T

Y 
P.O

. B
Ox

 3
50

6 
RA

df
OR

d,
 V

A 
24

14
3-

35
06

 

instagram.com/heartcrymissionary

NO
N-

PR
Of

IT
U.

S.
 P

OS
TA

GE
 

Pa
ID

CP
C


