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ily. He continues to meet our needs,
and therefore, we have no reason to
be anxious.

In recent days, God has caused
me to focus more of my attention on
my own spiritual condition, as weli
as that of my family My wife and |
are increasingly aware of our respon-
sibility to be diligent as we seek to
have a more biblical influence in the
lives of our two children. We are in
the process of listening to good ser-
mons about biblical discipline and
are trying our best to improve in this
vital area of our lives. We both un-
derstand that we must serve as good
examples not only for our children,
but also for cur church.

Last Sunday, | preached on | Pe-
ter 4:7, “The end of all things is at
hand; therefore, be self-controiled
and sober-minded for the sake of
your prayers.” We are reminded not
only that the Lord’s coming is near,
but also that the judgment of this
world is approaching. My greatest
desire as a pastor is that everyone in
our church might be seif-controlled
and sober-minded. | aiso desire that
everyone would be able to give a bold
account of their hope in Christ be-
fore this world. Some members of
our church have teld me that God
is influencing their hearts and that
they now have an increasing desire
to change. In our latest smaill group
meeting, we tatked about how God
humbled His enemy Saul and trans-
formed him inte a chosen vessel
through repentance {(Acts 9). This
victory for Christ motivates us to be
witnesses for Him and to believe that
the repentance of sinners is in His
hands.

We are beginning our work of
equipping every member of our
church to be a witness for Christ
through the Scriptures. In the next
few months, my goal is to visit ev-
ery member of our church in order
to clarify their commitment and to
answer their questions about how to
be a witness for Christ. 1 hope that
God will help me accomplish this
and that He might give the believers
the desire to live what they know. We
have seen numerous examples of
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how people have been lured into at-
tending other churches through false
promises that do not come from God
or His Word. As a result, many have
lost interest in the things of God,
and other true believers have been
weakened in their trust in the divine
power of the gospel to save. Please
pray that God would strengthen the
people in our church to have the right
motivation.

Not long ago, a young man named
Dima visited our home in order to in-
stall a water meter. In the course of
our conversation, it became evident
that he attended a church. Unfortu-
nately, it appears that the church he
attends is the kind that is filled with
false teaching. We talked for a long
time, and he had many questions. As
a former drug addict, he was thank-
ful to that church for helping him to
break away from his addiction. But
the problem is that the leaders of
this movement are well-known false
teachers throughout Russia and
other countries. | think that God has
opened Dima’'s heart toward me and
that he is now able to see the prob-
lems in his church. Please pray that
we would be able to serve and help
him.

Alexander and Alexandra Kotov
are from the city of Pyshma and have
recently been attending our church.
They are going through a trial due
to their mother’'s current battle with
cancer. She has a tumor on her neck
that is growing rapidly. She is not
open to the gospel, and they are very
concerned about her. They continue
to minister to her and are finding
their strength, hope, and trust in the
Lord. Piease pray for them as well.
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eace to you! We are thankful to

the Lord that He is merciful to

us and keeps us. By His grace,

we continue to serve in His kingdom!

We are thankful to all of you that pray
for us and support us.

For the last week, temperatures

have risen to 92°F, which is extremely

hot for our area in Siberial As a result,



























How could | do something other than
spreading the message that rescues
hell-bound men and imparts eternal
life? Though | desired greatly to be
about the ministry, | accepted the
providence of God to go through col-
lege and was sustained by His grace
to complete my undergraduate degree
in Computer Science at Ohio State
University.

My hunger for serving Christ only
increased after college as | became
more and more exposed to the need
of the gospel among the unreached
peoples of the world through preach-
ers like Pastor John Piper and Paul
Washer. Soon the Lord opened a door
for fruitful ministry overseas through
a Filipino pastor | had known for a few
years. Sensing the Lord calling me
into preaching and missions, | quit my
job in software engineering and moved
to Mindanao, Philippines.

Ministry in the Philippines was
both joyful and challenging. | enjoyed
four months of preaching and teach-
ing at the local Bible college and dis-
cipling a few students. Then | wrestled
with my calling toward missions, re-
turned back home to the States, and
sought the Lord’s will for my life. The
Lord led me to move to Minnesota and
to get involved at Bethlehem Baptist
Church, sitting under the preaching
of Pastor John Piper. | experienced
the grace of God at Bethlehem in
numerous ways: working on staff at
the church, fellowshipping with many
passionate brothers and sisters in
Christ, and eventually doing full-time
outreach ministry with United for the
Gospel.

Through the evangelistic ministry |
was involvedin, | helped lead two short-
term trips to India in January 2011
and February 2012. We took teams
from Bethlehem to work together with
a dear Indian brother, Vijay (HeartCry
missionary), doing theological train-
ing for pastors, Bible distribution, and
evangelistic outreaches to villages. We
saw the grace of God in remarkable
ways and witnessed a very significant
hunger for the gospel among these
predominantly unreached peoples.

Upon my return from my second
trip to India, | was very moved by
God’s evident work among us, and

| began praying how the Lord might
want to use me more for the sake of
the gospel among the unreached. Pas-
tors were being trained to take the
pure gospel to their lost Indian broth-
ers, hundreds of villagers were com-
ing to each outreach event to hear the
gospel, and some of the most anoint-
ed messages | have heard were being
preached by my teammates.

It was at this time that | received a
phone call from one of the brothers at
HeartCry asking if | had ever prayed
about working with HeartCry and co-
ordinating missions in Asia. | knew
very soon after this conversation that
the Lord was calling Christina and me
to join with HeartCry for the sake of
the gospel. After a month of prayer,
receiving counsel from brothers at
Bethlehem, and a visit to the brothers
in Virginia, Christina and | committed
to joining the ministry at HeartCry fol-
lowing our wedding in July.

We are very eager to serve our
Lord and Savior in this worthy work of
reaching the unreached with the gos-
pel of Christ through the ministry that
God has entrusted to HeartCry. We
look forward to walking in the good
works God has prepared beforehand
for us, and we hope to be faithful min-
isters of the gospel of Jesus Christ
and hold fast to the faith that was
once for all delivered to the saints. We
pray that God would use our lives for
His glory and further advance the gos-
pel to the unreached peoples of Asia.
May we be ever faithful to Christ and
His Word, never peddling or tamper-
ing with the Word of God or straying
from the truth of the gospel.

We also seek to grow in our love
and devotion to Christ, our Savior,
and to be good and faithful servants
of Him. We desire to be true to God
and uncompromising in integrity, both
in our personal lives and our public
ministry. May we be content to know
Christ and make Him known, not for
our name’s sake, but for His!

Finally, pray for our new marriage,
that Christ would be glorified; that we
would be the husband and wife God
desires us to be; and that our first year
would be the start of a God-centered,
life-long union that exalts Christ’s rela-
tionship with His Church.
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